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PROTECTING OUR
FUTURE

MONTANA NATIVE YOUTH AND
THE NEED FOR MARIJUANA PREVENTION

43% 1.4X 19%

of Native youth report Native youth are 1.4X more of Native high school youth in
starting to use marijuana likely to vape marijuana Montana report using
before age 15, compared to than non-Native youth. marijuana 10+ times in the past
21% of all Montana hlgh Montana Prevention Needs Assessment, 2020 30 days, compa (ed to 9% of
school students. Montana youth in general.
Montana Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2021 Montana Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2021

MARIJUANA & NATIVE YOUTH IT'S NOT "NATURAL" ANYMORE

IN 1980, the average level of THC in marijuana plants

Native youth in Montana are less likely to use alcohol was less than 2%. Since legalization and
thar?.non-Natlv.e youth, but_more likely t? woe commercialization, marijuana plants have been
marijuana. While most Native youth (58%) have cultivated to increase their potency. Montana
never used marijuana, those who dp report starting dispensaries are advertising vapes, "dabs," and
marijjuana use at a younger age, using more often other concentrated products for sale now with as
than their peers, and are more likely to use high much as 98% THC. :

pOte n Cy p rOd u CtS l ) ke va pes. ElSohly, et al., 2000; Missoulameds.com, 2022; Starrrbuds.com, 2022

Montana Prevention Needs Assessment, 2020

CULTURE IS PREVENTION

The risk of physical and mental health harms from marijuana increases with potency, frequency of use, and the
younger a youth begins using - all of which mean Native youth are at increased risk.

Protect Native youth from substance use by supporting prevention programs that promote protective factors like
positive cultural identity and healthy activities, while reducing risk factors in our communities.

MONTANA ALLIANCE OF PREVENTION




MARIJUANA POTENCY

| The potency of THC, the psychoactive component of marijuana, has increased dramatically
over the past few decades, both in plant material and in concentrates
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~ Inthe 1970s, "weed" contained roughly
- 1-3% THC. Marijuana plant material

~ has increased to an average potency

of 18-23% today..

~ Montana's max THC is 35% adult-use &
. flower. No max on medicinal. wcats12229 |5

In 2017, THC concentrates had an average
THC potency of 55.7%. .

Today, many retailers promote and profit from
products containing up to 95-99% THC. :

THC addiction.

Psychosis;

Depressions

Anxiety.

Suicides

Reshaping of brain structure.

Montana Alliance of

Prevention
MTAllianceofPrevention.org




