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2010 SURVEY ON INTERIM PROCESSES 
 
 
 
From whom the responses were received: 

Arizona Chief Clerk of the House 
Missouri Secretary of the Senate 
Montana Executive Director of the Legislative Services Division 
Oregon Legislative Administration Committee Services Manager 
Wisconsin Joint Legislative Council Director 

 
 
Key: 

B=Both chambers 
S=Senate 
H=House 
NA=Not applicable 
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Selection of Interim Topics or Projects  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State By
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 b
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, c
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 c
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m
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he
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Alaska        
Arizona   H H    
Missouri S  S     
Montana B B    B B 
New Mexico        
Oklahoma        
Oregon B  B B B   
Wisconsin B B B   B  
 
Note: 
Montana Senate and House.  The process includes all three checked above:  a list of resolutions is given to all 
legislators; it is prioritized by number of votes and approved by the Legislative Council.   
 
 
Type(s) of Committees Used to Perform Interim Work  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State St
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Alaska      
Arizona H H H H  
Missouri S S    
Montana  B   B 
New Mexico      
Oklahoma      
Oregon B B B B  
Wisconsin    B  
 
Note: 
Montana Senate and House.  We have separate interim committees appointed both from membership of the standing 
committees and other legislators.  
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Interim Committees Most Frequently Are:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State Si

ng
le 

ho
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e 
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m
m
itte

es
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int

 c
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itte
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Co
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ing
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nt
 

co
m
m
itte

es
 

Ot
he

r 

Alaska     
Arizona   H  
Missouri   S  
Montana  B   
New Mexico     
Oklahoma     
Oregon B    
Wisconsin  B   
 
 
 
 
Who Acts as the Committee Chair  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State Th
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r o
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r r
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Ot
he
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Alaska      
Arizona H  H   
Missouri  S   S 
Montana   B   
New Mexico      
Oklahoma      
Oregon  B    
Wisconsin  B    
 
Note: 
Missouri Senate.  The chair can be determined by the wording of the resolution or by where the resolution 
originated. 
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Who Typically Serve as Members  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State Le

gis
lat

or
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pr
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en
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om
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 b
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pr
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pr
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pr
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tiv
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 fr

om
 

th
e 

bu
sin

es
s 

se
cto

r 

Ci
tiz

en
s 

Ot
he

r 

Alaska        
Arizona H H H H H H  
Missouri S       
Montana B      B 
New Mexico        
Oklahoma        
Oregon B B B B B B  
Wisconsin B   B B B  
 
Note: 
Montana Senate and House.  There is one committee that includes public members and a nonvoting representative of 
the governor’s office.  All others are legislators only.  

 
How Members Are Selected  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State 

Th
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 c
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, c
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il 
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co
m
m
itte

e 

Ot
he

r 

Alaska      
Arizona H H   H 
Missouri  S    
Montana  H S   
New Mexico      
Oklahoma      
Oregon B B    
Wisconsin    B  
 
Note: 
Arizona House.  Some members are appointed by the governor. 
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Who Staffs the Interim Committees  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State St

an
din

g 
co

m
m
itte

e 
sta

ff 

Jo
int

 n
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 s
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 b
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l s
ta
ff 

hir
ed

 b
y 

a 
joi

nt
 n

on
pa

rti
sa

n 
co

m
m
iss

ion
, c
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 b
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th
e 

ch
air

 

Ot
he
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Alaska         
Arizona   H     H 
Missouri  S S      
Montana  B      B 
New Mexico         
Oklahoma         
Oregon  B       
Wisconsin  B       
 
Note: 
Arizona House.  Committee secretaries currently on staff also assist. 
Montana Senate and House.  Staff attorneys who also are standing committee staff assist the researchers with 
interim committee staffing. 

 
How Interim Committee Meetings Are Scheduled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State 
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l o
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r c
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, c
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il 
or
 

co
m
m
itte

e 

Ot
he

r 

Alaska       
Arizona H   H   
Missouri S     S 
Montana      B 
New Mexico       
Oklahoma       
Oregon B B     
Wisconsin B      
Note: 
Missouri Senate.  Specific wording may be included in the resolution or bill. 
Montana Senate and House.  The interim committee adopts a tentative schedule at the beginning of the interim. The 
draft is developed by the research staff and is adopted by the committee, which may change the schedule as the 
interim progresses. 
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How Interim Committees Are Funded  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State 

By
 s
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, c

ou
nc

il 
or
 

co
m
m
itte

e 
bu

dg
et
 

Fr
om

 a
 s

ta
nd

ing
 

co
m
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et
 

Ot
he

r 

Alaska      
Arizona  H    
Missouri  S    
Montana     B 
New Mexico      
Oklahoma      
Oregon  B    
Wisconsin   B   
 
Note: 
Montana Senate and House.  A specific program under the Legislative Services Division (nonpartisan permanent 
arm) for interim activities that pays for legislators’ per diem and salary and committee expenses, not including staff. 

 
Powers of Interim Committees  
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Dr
af
t l

eg
isl

at
ion

 o
r 

am
en

dm
en

ts 

Pr
ef
ile

 le
gis

lat
ion

 

Re
co

m
m
en

d 
flo

or
 a

cti
on

 

Co
nd

uc
t i

nv
es

tig
at
ion

s 

Co
nd

uc
t p

ub
lic

 h
ea

rin
gs

 

Co
nd

uc
t s

pe
cia

l s
tu
die

s 

Ov
er
se

e 
ag

en
cie

s 
or
 

pr
og

ra
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Ot
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Alaska         
Arizona    H H H H H 
Missouri     S    
Montana B B   B B B  
New Mexico         
Oklahoma         
Oregon B B  B  B B  
Wisconsin B   B B B   
 
Note: 
Arizona House.  The committees may recommend—but not draft—legislation.    
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Interim Committees Must Report on Their Activities 
 
 
In the following chambers, interim committees are not required to report on their activities. 
 Oregon Senate and House  
  
In the following chambers, interim committees are required to report on their activities. 
 Arizona House 
 Missouri Senate 
 Montana Senate and House 
 Wisconsin Senate and Assembly 
   
 
 
 
How Interim Committees Report on Their Activities  
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at
ion

 

M
ee

tin
g 

m
inu

te
s 

Ot
he

r 

Alaska          
Arizona H  H     H  
Missouri S       S  
Montana B      B B  
New Mexico          
Oklahoma          
Oregon         NA 
Wisconsin B B   B  B B  
 
Interim Committee Work Is Monitored 
 
 
In the following legislatures or chambers, interim committee work is not monitored. 
 Missouri Senate 
 Montana Senate and House  
  
In the following legislatures or chambers, interim committee work is monitored. 
 Arizona House 
 Oregon Senate and House 
 Wisconsin Senate and Assembly 
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Who Monitors Interim Committees Work  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State 

Le
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ive
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, c
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Alaska     
Arizona H    
Missouri    NA 
Montana    (1) 
New Mexico     
Oklahoma     
Oregon B    
Wisconsin   B  
 
Note: 
Montana Senate and House.  The committee and committee chair monitor themselves, but if they need additional 
funding or other support, they may contact the joint nonpartisan Legislative Council.   
 


