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Montana Constitution

Article V. Section 11. Bills. (1) A law shall be passed by bill which shall not be so altered or
amended on its passage through the legislature as to change its original purpose. No bill shall become law
except by a vote of the majority of all members present and voting.

(2) Every vote of each member of the legislature on each substantive question in the legislature,
in any committee, or in committee of the whole shall be recorded and made public. On final passage, the
vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the names entered on the journal.

(3) Each bill, except general appropriation bills and bills for the codification and general
revision of the laws, shall contain only one subject, clearly expressed in its title. If any subject is
embraced in any act and is not expressed in the title, only so much of the act not so expressed is void.

(4) A general appropriation bill shall contain only appropriations for the ordinary expenses of
the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, for interest on the public debt, and for public schools.
Every other appropriation shall be made by a separate bill, containing but one subject.

(5) No appropriation shall be made for religious, charitable, industrial, educational, or
benevolent purposes to any private individual, private association, or private corporation not under
control of the state.

(6) A law may be challenged on the ground of noncompliance with this section only within two
years after its effective date.

Legislative Branch

5-2-503. Consolidation of legislative branch entities for specified purposes. (1) An entity of
the legislative branch that is consolidated as provided in 5-2-504 shall:

(a) exercise its substantive functions independently as provided by law;

(b) adhere to administrative policies, including personnel policies, adopted by the legislative
council;

(c) submit its budget proposals through the legislative council; and

(d) submit reports required of it as provided in 5-11-210.

(2) The legislative services division shall:

(a) coordinate budgeting, recordkeeping, reporting, and related administrative and clerical
functions as a consolidated entity, including acknowledgment of actions by the approving authority of the
consolidated entity;

(b) include within legislative branch budgets the budget proposals for the legislature and the
consolidated entities, separately identified;

(c) provide separate identification for appropriations and expenditures for the legislature and
for each of the consolidated entities;

(d) establish procedures for approval of expenditures by the legislature and by each of the
consolidated entities; and

(e) provide personnel administration for the legislative branch. The senate and the house of
representatives or a consolidated entity with statutory hiring authority may hire its own personnel,
subject to administrative procedures established by the legislature and legislative council.

(3) The legislative council shall allocate office space occupied by the legislative branch for the
use of a consolidated entity as necessary. Space occupied by the senate or the house of representatives
may not be reallocated except as provided in 2-17-108. The location of the chambers of the house of
representatives and the senate must be determined as provided by 2-17-101.
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Legislative Council

5-11-105. Powers and duties of council. (1) The legislative council shall:

(a) employ and, in accordance with the rules for classification and pay established as provided
in this section, set the salary of an executive director of the legislative services division, who serves at the
pleasure of and is responsible to the legislative council;

(b) with the concurrence of the legislative audit committee and the legislative finance committee,
adopt rules for classification and pay of legislative branch employees, other than those of the office of
consumer counsel;

(c) with the concurrence of the legislative audit committee and the legislative finance committee,
adopt rules governing personnel management of branch employees, other than those of the office of
consumer counsel;

(d) adopt procedures to administer legislator claims for reimbursements authorized by law for
interim activity;

(e) establish time schedules and deadlines for the interim committees of the legislature,
including dates for requesting bills and completing interim work;

(F) review proposed legislation for agencies or entities that are not assigned to an interim
committee, as provided in 5-5-223 through 5-5-228, or to the environmental quality council, as provided
in 75-1-324; and

(g) perform other duties assigned by law.

(2) If a question of statewide importance arises when the legislature is not in session and a
legislative interim committee has not been assigned to consider the question, the legislative council shall
assign the question to an appropriate interim committee, as provided in 5-5-202, or to the appropriate
statutorily created committee.

5-11-112. Functional organization and responsibilities. (1) The legislative council may
establish a functional organization within the legislative services division in order to effectively and
efficiently carry out all of the responsibilities delegated to the division by law or legislative rule. The
responsibilities of the legislative services division include the following:

(a) document services:

(i) bill drafting and preparation for introduction;

(i) engrossing and enrolling;

(iii) distribution of legislative bills and information;

(iv) coordination of legislative printing; and

(v) publication of legislative records;

(b) research and reference services:

(i) general and specialized legislative research; and

(ii) legislative reference and information;

(c) legal services:

(i) legal review of draft bills;

(ii) legal counseling on legislative matters;

(iii) legal support for consolidated entities; and

(iv) support for the functions of the code commissioner provided in 1-11-201;

(d) committee services:

(i) research, legal, and administrative staff support for consolidated committees as assigned,
including support for interim committees organized under Title 5, chapter 5, part 2; and

(ii) research and legal support for legislative standing and select committees;

(e) broadcasting services, in accordance with Title 5, chapter 11, part 11;

(f) management and business services:

(i) financial records;
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(ii) claims and payrolls;

(iii) coordination of procurement of printing, supplies, and equipment; and

(iv) maintenance of property inventories;

(9) personnel and administrative services:

(i) rules for classification and pay; and

(ii) personnel and administrative policies; and

(h) information technology services:

(i) legislative branch network support services;

(ii) application support and development;

(iii) communications support and coordination; and

(iv) information technology planning.

(2) The responsibilities of the legislative services division must be fulfilled collaboratively with
consolidated entities whenever the efficient operation of the legislative branch is served.

5-11-120. Legislative branch retirement termination reserve account. (1) There is a
legislative branch retirement termination reserve account in the state special revenue fund. Money may
be deposited in the account through an allocation of money to the account or as provided in 17-7-304.

(2) (a) The money in the account is statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, to the
legislative services division to be used only for staff retirement termination pay in the legislative branch.

(b) The money in the account may be expended only with the approval of the appropriate branch
division director for eligible termination pay expenditures for division staff.

(3) The account is limited to an amount to be calculated at the beginning of each biennium based
on an analysis by branch division directors of the staff eligible for retirement within the biennium. For
the 2009 biennium, the limit is set at $400,000.

(4) The money in the account must be invested pursuant to Title 17, chapter 6. The income and
earnings on the account must be deposited in the account.

Publications

5-11-202. Printing of session laws. The legislative services division shall deliver to the
appropriate printer, at the earliest practicable day after the final adjournment of each session of the
legislature, copies of all laws and resolutions passed or adopted during the session. The session laws must
be delivered to the appropriate printer in the form provided for in 5-11-205 and 5-11-206.

5-11-203. Distribution of session laws -- inspection of journals. (1) Immediately after the
session laws are published, the legislative services division shall distribute them.

(2) The legislative services division shall make the house and senate journals available for
inspection or copying by the public as provided in Title 2, chapter 6, part 1. The legislative services
division may publish the journals in an electronic format.

(3) The following entities may receive the number of copies of session laws listed at no cost:

(a) to the library of congress, eight copies;

(b) to the state library, two copies;

(c) to the state historical library, two copies;

(d) to the state law librarian, four copies for the use of the library and additional copies as may
be required for exchange with libraries and institutions maintained by other states and territories and
public libraries;

(e) to the library of each custodial institution, one copy;

(F) to each Montana member of congress, each United States district judge in Montana, each of
the judges of the state supreme and district courts, and each of the state officers as defined in 2-2-102,
one copy;

(9) to any agency, board, commission, or office of the state, other than a state officer, and to any
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other subdivision of the state upon request and approval by the legislative council, one copy;

(h) to each member of the legislature, the secretary of the senate, and the chief clerk of the house
of representatives from the session at which the laws were adopted, one copy;

(i) to each of the community college districts of the state, as defined in 20-15-101, and each unit
of the Montana university system, one copy;

(j) to each county clerk, one copy for the use of the county; and

(K) to each county attorney and to each clerk of a district court, one copy.

5-11-205. Publication of laws -- format. (1) The legislative services division shall publish all
laws and resolutions passed or adopted by each session of the legislature in a publication to be known as
the Laws of Montana.

(2) Laws of each session must be printed in the Laws of Montana in the order that they have
been filed in the office of the secretary of state with the chapter number assigned by the secretary of state
as the heading. The chapter number must also appear as part of each page heading. In all laws containing
amendments to an existing law, the new parts designated in the act by underlining must be printed in
italics in the Laws of Montana and deleted provisions must be shown as stricken. The senate or house bill
number may be omitted from each act.

(3) Reference to the laws of a legislative session may be made as follows: "Chapter.... (giving
number), Laws of.... (giving the year enacted)".

(4) Resolutions adopted by each session of the legislature must be printed in a separate section
of the Laws of Montana with the type of resolution and its number as a heading.

(5) The legislative services division shall also publish in the Laws of Montana the indexes
required by 5-11-206.

5-11-206. Index -- list. (1) The legislative services division shall prepare a suitable index of all
the laws and resolutions passed or adopted at each session of the legislature. The index must be a
thorough index of the laws and resolutions and of each subject contained in or covered by the laws and
resolutions, together with a cross-index to assist in readily finding any subject contained in each volume.
A separate index must be prepared for appropriation bills passed by each session of the legislature.

(2) For the purpose of uniformity in indexes, the index of each succeeding publication of the
session laws must conform as nearly as practicable with those of the volumes preceding it.

(3) There must also be prepared for each publication of the session laws a "code sections
affected list" showing what sections of the Montana Code Annotated have been amended or repealed by
any laws enacted by that session of the legislature.

5-11-207. Description of county boundaries included in session laws. The legislative services
division shall include in the published session laws a description of the county boundaries of any new
counties of the state created by petition and election, commencing with counties created after January 1,
1921, by inserting in each set of session laws new counties that have been created since the publication of
the laws of the previous session.

5-11-208. Expenses. The expenses incurred by the legislative services division in carrying into
effect 5-11-202, 5-11-203, and 5-11-205 through 5-11-207 must be paid out of money appropriated for
that purpose.

5-11-209. Codes -- availability to legislators -- reserved for use by legislative committees.
(1) When it becomes available after each regular legislative session, each legislator is entitled to purchase
for $10 each one set of the printed and bound Montana Code Annotated statute text and histories and one
Montana Code Annotated that is produced for sale to the public on computer-readable media, such as
CD-ROM.

(2) The legislative services division shall reserve 50 sets of the printed versions of Montana
Code Annotated statute text and histories for the use of the standing and select committees of the
legislature.
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(3) Costs associated with providing code sets as required by this section must be paid out of the
state special revenue fund account established under 1-11-301.

5-11-212. Fees for proceedings. (1) A complete set of the proceedings of a regular or special
session of the legislature may be purchased from the legislative services division for the amount
prescribed by the legislative council. Upon receipt of payment, the executive director of the legislative
services division shall supply the purchaser with a complete set of the proceedings.

(2) A purchaser who requests that a set of the proceedings be mailed shall pay an additional fee
as prescribed by the council for each complete set that is mailed.

(3) Single copies of bills, resolutions, or amendments to bills or resolutions may be purchased
from the legislative services division for a price varying with the length of the document as prescribed by
the legislative council.

(4) Single copies of status sheets or status of proceedings may be purchased from the legislative
services division for a price per copy as prescribed by the legislative council. A person may subscribe to
receive daily copies of the status sheets or status of proceedings by mail for a fee set by the legislative
council to cover the costs of the service.

(5) The executive director of the legislative services division shall account for all funds collected
under this section and shall transmit the funds to the treasurer of the state of Montana, who shall credit
them to the general fund.

5-11-212. Fees for proceedings. (1) A complete set of the proceedings of a regular or special
session of the legislature may be purchased from the legislative services division for the amount
prescribed by the legislative council. Upon receipt of payment, the executive director of the legislative
services division shall supply the purchaser with a complete set of the proceedings.

(2) A purchaser who requests that a set of the proceedings be mailed shall pay an additional fee
as prescribed by the council for each complete set that is mailed.

(3) Single copies of bills, resolutions, or amendments to bills or resolutions may be purchased
from the legislative services division for a price varying with the length of the document as prescribed by
the legislative council.

(4) Single copies of status sheets or status of proceedings may be purchased from the legislative
services division for a price per copy as prescribed by the legislative council. A person may subscribe to
receive daily copies of the status sheets or status of proceedings by mail for a fee set by the legislative
council to cover the costs of the service.

(5) The executive director of the legislative services division shall account for all funds collected
under this section and shall transmit the funds to the treasurer of the state of Montana, who shall credit
them to the general fund.

IT Reserve Account

5-11-407. Legislative branch reserve account. (1) There is a legislative branch reserve account
in the state special revenue fund. Money may be deposited in the account through an allocation of money
to the account or as provided in 17-7-304.

(2) (a) The money in the account is statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, to the
legislative services division to be used only for major legislative branch information technology projects,
including the purchase of hardware, software, and consulting services for and training related to new
initiatives and replacement and upgrading of existing systems.

(b) The money in the account may be expended only with the approval of the legislative council.
The legislative branch information technology planning council may make recommendations to the
legislative council for the use of the money in the account.

(3) The money in the account must be invested pursuant to Title 17, chapter 6. The income and
earnings on the account must be deposited in the account.
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Budget Schedules

17-7-112. Submission deadlines -- budgeting schedule. The following is the schedule for the
preparation of a state budget for submission to the legislature convening in the following year:

(1) By August 1, forms necessary for preparation of budget estimates must be distributed
pursuant to 17-7-111(2).

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), by September 1, each agency shall submit the
information required under 17-7-111 to the budget director.

(b) By September 1, the consolidated legislative branch shall submit a preliminary draft of the
information required under 17-7-111 to the budget director. By October 10, the consolidated legislative
branch shall submit the information required under 17-7-111 in final form to the budget director.

(3) By September 1, the budget director shall submit each state agency's budget request, except
the budget request for the consolidated legislative branch, required under 17-7-111(3) to the legislative
fiscal analyst. The transfer of budget information must be done on a schedule mutually agreed to by the
budget director and the legislative fiscal analyst in a manner that facilitates an even transfer of budget
information that allows each office to maintain a reasonable staff workflow.

(4) By October 10, the budget director shall furnish the legislative fiscal analyst with a
preliminary budget reflecting the base budget in a format agreed upon by both the office of budget and
program planning and the legislative fiscal analyst.

(5) By October 30, a budget request must be prepared by the budget director and submitted to
the legislative fiscal analyst on behalf of any agency that did not present the information required by this
section. The budget request must be based upon the budget director's studies of the operations, plans, and
needs of the institution, university unit, or agency.

(6) By November 1, the budget director shall furnish the legislative fiscal analyst with a present
law base for each agency and a copy of the documents that reflect the anticipated receipts and other
means of financing the base budget and present law base for each fiscal year of the ensuing biennium.
The material must be in a format agreed upon by both the office of budget and program planning and the
legislative fiscal analyst.

(7) By November 12, the budget director shall furnish the legislative fiscal analyst with the
documents, in a format agreed upon by both the office of budget and program planning and the legislative
fiscal analyst, that reflect expenditures to the second level, as provided in 17-1-102(3), by funding source
and detailed by accounting entity.

(8) By November 15, the proposed pay plan schedule and the statewide project budget summary
required by 17-7-111(4), a preliminary budget that meets the statutory requirements for submission of the
budget to the legislature, and a summary of the preliminary budget designed for distribution to members
and members-elect of the legislature must be submitted to the legislative fiscal analyst.

(9) By December 15, the budget director shall submit a preliminary budget to the governor and
to the governor-elect, if there is one, as provided in 17-7-121, and shall furnish the legislative fiscal
analyst with all amendments to the preliminary budget.

(10) By January 7, recommended changes proposed by a governor-elect must be transmitted to
the legislative fiscal analyst and the legislature as provided in 17-7-121.
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