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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act requiring interimcomittees

and the environnmental quality council to adopt rules that allow
commttee or council nenbers to vote by proxy; OR An Act
requiring legislative council to adopt commttee rules and
operating procedures for all interimcomttees and the

envi ronmental quality council; anending section 5-5-202, MCA; and

providing an imedi ate effective date.”

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

Section 1. Section 5-5-202, MCA, is anended to read:

"5-5-202. Interimcommttees. (1) During an interimwhen
the legislature is not in session, the conmttees listed in
subsection (2) are the interimcommttees of the |egislature.
They are enpowered to sit as commttees and may act in their
respective areas of responsibility. The functions of the
| egi sl ative council, legislative audit commttee, |egislative
finance conmttee, environnental quality council, and
state-tribal relations conmttee are provided for in the statutes
governing those conm ttees.

(2) The following are the interimcomittees of the
| egi sl ature:

(a) economc affairs commttee;
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(b) education and | ocal governnent commttee;

(c) children, famlies, health, and human services
comm ttee;

(d) law and justice commttee;

(e) energy and tel ecomuni cations conmttee;

(f) revenue and transportation commttee;

(g) state admnistration and veterans' affairs commttee;
and

(h) water policy conmttee.

(3) An interimconmmttee or the environnental quality
council may refer an issue to another comnmttee that the
referring commttee determnes to be nore appropriate for the
consideration of the issue. Upon the acceptance of the referred
i ssue, the accepting commttee shall consider the issue as if the
issue were originally within its jurisdiction. If the commttee
that is referred an issue declines to accept the issue, the
original commttee retains jurisdiction.

(4) If there is a dispute between commttees as to which
commttee has proper jurisdiction over a subject, the legislative
council shall determ ne the nost appropriate conmttee and assign
the subject to that commttee. If there is an entity that is
attached to an agency for adm nistrative purposes under the
jurisdiction of an interimcomttee and another interim
commttee has a justification to seek jurisdiction and petitions
the legislative council, the |egislative council may assign that
entity to the interimcommttee seeking jurisdiction unless

ot herwi se provided by |aw.
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(5) Each interimconmittee and the environnental quality

council shall adopt a rule that allows committee or counci

menbers to vote by proxy.

R

(5) Leqgislative council shall adopt comm ttee rul es and

operating procedures for all interimconmittees and the

environnental quality council.”

{Internal References to 5-5-202:
5-5-231 5-11-105 47- 1- 105}

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
{ Nane : Todd M Everts
Title : Chi ef Legal Counsel /Code Commi ssi oner
Agency : LSD - Legal Services Ofice
Phone : 444- 4023
E- Mai | : teverts@rt . gov}
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