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ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Rep. Casey Schreiner, Chair

Sen. Mark Blasdel, Vice Chair

Rep. Kim Abbott

Rep. Seth Berglee

Rep. Wylie Galt

Rep. Greg Hertz

Sen. Margaret MacDonald

Rep. Shane Morigeau

Sen. JP Pomnichowski

Sen. Scott Sales

Sen. Jon Sesso

Sen. Fred Thomas

Staff Present:
Susan Fox, Executive Director
Todd Everts, Attorney
Fong Hom, Secretary
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Committee Business Summary

AGENDA (Attachment 1) CALL

TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

13:03:52 Presiding Chair Casey Schreiner called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.
The secretary called roll.

SB 310 STUDY GROUP

13:05:53 Susan Fox, Executive Director, LSD, recommended that the SB 310
Steering Committee pursue the idea of the budget/policy integration.

Committee Questions/Discussion
13:06:52 Sen. Pomnichowski agreed to Ms. Fox's recommendation.

2021 SESSION PREPARATION

CARES Act
13:07:24 Ms. Fox discussed the reimbursement from the CARES Act for the
COVID-19 supplies.
13:07:48 Angie Carter gave a presentation on the reimbursement and inventory to
date.

Updates from 2021 Session Planning

13:09:42 Ms. Fox discussed the four different scenarios and got the impression that
scenarios 2 and 3 were favored. She discussed the survey of holdover
senators, unopposed legislators, and incumbent candidates.

13:10:00 Sen. Scott Sales joined the meeting.

Survey Results

13:11:16 Joe Kolman, Director, Environmental Policy Office, gave a presentation
on the 2021 Session-Survey Results. (Exhibit 1)

Other States Managing Public Access

13:16:35 Mr. Kolman gave a presentation on how other states manage public
access during session. (Exhibit 2)

Office of Legislative Information Technology Proposal for Remote Capabilities
13:20:00 Ms. Fox discussed the OLIS proposal. (Exhibit 3)

Committee Questions/Discussion

13:27:16 Sen. Pomnichowski asked about the base requirements for legislators to
have a computer, a cell phone, and internet connection. She also asked
about the $3,000 allowance for legislators to purchase equipment they
might need.



https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/agenda8-2020.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/2021-Session-Survey/index.html
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/covid-state-public.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/Office-of-Legislative-Information-Services-Proposal_08122020.pdf

13:31:24

Cost Estimates

13:33:49

13:38:16

Sen. MacDonald asked about submitting an application to the CARES Act
relief funds to pay for the preparation for the 2021 session.

Ms. Fox discussed the cost estimates for installing and testing the remote
voting system, the RSA authentication of legislators to vote remotely, A/V
expansion, and mobile video stations.

Ms. Fox gave a presentation on the cost estimates for video streaming.
(Exhibit 4)

Committee Questions/Discussion

13:42:24

13:44:15

13:48:55

13:50:28

13:56:59

Sen. Pomnichowski asked Ms. Fox about going from 4 steaming sites to
16.

Sen. Pomnichowski asked Mr. Gow about the RSA authenticator
connecting to a cell phone or fob and if the RSA authenticator is specific to
a remote voting app.

Rep. Hertz commented on Sen. Pomnichowski's comments about
reducing committee meetings at different times. He said that we should
continue to go forward to make sure that the server is capable of
streaming 16 meetings.

Sen. Sesso commented that the committee should work on the basic
necessities and rely on the ingenuity and flexibility of each legislator to
feed into the system. He asked about plans to help those legislators in
remote areas.

Rep. Hertz commented on plans for helping those legislators in remote
areas access to the internet in order to participate in a remote session.

Motion to use money from Program 21

13:57:53

Sen. MacDonald moved to approve using anticipated balances from
Program 21 for legislators to have up to $3,000 for reimbursement of
technology to enable remote capabilities.

Discussion on the Motion

13:59:05
13:59:25
14:00:21

14:04:54

14:07:12

Sen. Sales said he will be a no vote on the motion.
Sen. Pomnichowski said she will support the motion.

Sen. Thomas asked Ms. Fox if the Council is anticipating a remote
session.

Rep. Schreiner asked Ms. Fox about viewing the legislator piece as a
reimbursable expense. He said he will support the motion.

Rep. Hertz asked if the money is leftover, unexpended money from the
existing budget for reimbursements from the CARES Act.


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/AV-upgrade.pdf

Vote
14:11:12

The motion failed on a roll call vote, 6-6, with Sen. Blasdel, Sen. Sales,
Sen. Thomas, Rep. Berglee, Rep. Galt, and Rep. Hertz voting no. Sen.
Pomnichowski, Sen. Sesso, Sen. MacDonald, Rep. Abbott, Rep.
Morigeau, Rep. Schreiner voted yes.

Motion to approve implementation of equipment for remote capabilities

14:11:38

Sen. Pomnichowski moved to approve the implementation of the
necessary equipment for remote capabilities for pre-session activities and
2021 session activities, and to apply for COVID Relief Funds to cover
these costs in compliance with the federal CARES Act.

Discussion on the Motion

14:12:37

14:13:33
14:14:42

Sen. Sales asked if pre-authorization would be needed before using the
relief funds.

The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.
Sen. Pomnichowski requested that Ms. Fox and Mr. Gow reach out to the

holdover legislators and unopposed candidates and tell them what the
requirements are needed for remote connectivity.

Pre-Session Planning - Caucus and Legislative Dinner

14:16:40

14:18:50

14:19:29
14:20:08

Ms. Fox asked for a discussion on plans for caucus and the legislative
dinner.

Sen. Pomnichowski said that she doesn't support the idea of a legislative
dinner.

Rep. Hertz said he does not support having a legislative dinner.
Sen. MacDonald said that the concept of having a dinner is to welcome

the new legislators and if that is not well attended, then she is inclined to
not have the dinner.

Motion on a legislator dinner

14:20:53

Vote
14:22:05

Sen. Sales moved to dispense with the Legislative Dinner.

The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

Pre-Session Planning — Caucus and Remote Voting

14:22:47

14:23:38

14:25:27

Rep. Hertz said the majority of the Republican caucus would like to caucus
in person at the Capitol.

Sen. Pomnichowski liked the second option, "rooms set up for potential
hybrid caucuses".

Sen. Sesso asked if there was a formal rule or law that dictates how we
deliver votes for leadership and the recommendations for committees, etc.,



14:27:34

14:28:13

14:29:13

to Ms. Fox's office. Ms. Fox asked Mr. Everts to weigh in on this
discussion.

Mr. Everts said that he would review the court case regarding caucuses
being open to the public.

Sen. Sesso said that it sounds like the answer is there are some specifics
that have to be filled in order for caucuses to be an official meeting and
requires public noticing of the meetings.

Sen. Pomnichowski asked about secret voting in caucuses and sending
"Save the Date" cards to legislators.

Pre-Session Planning - Orientation

14:31:55

Ms. Fox asked the committee about plans for holding Zoom events right
after caucus to get legislators together for discussion and social
interactions.

Committee Questions/Discussion

14:34:24
14:35:20
14:36:41

14:39:07
14:39:58
14:40:30

Public Comment
14:43:02

14:45:34

14:46:57

Rep. Hertz suggested that the committee proceed as normal as possible.
Rep. Abbott agreed with Rep. Hertz.

Sen. Pomnichowski suggested having a practice committee meeting
conducted via Zoom.

Rep. Hertz commented on the concept of mentoring.
Rep. Schreiner agreed with Rep. Hertz on mentoring.

Ms. Fox discussed plans for the "Save the Date" notice, provided an
update on the remote/hybrid session, construction of the mentor teams,
and the constituent allowance for technology.

Rep. Mary Ann Dunwell, Helena and East Helena, advocates
appropriating funds for legislators in rural areas that has limited access to
internet, work on setting up public input stations in Montana to make it
easier for public, and if moving forward with a hybrid session, allowing the
public the option of showing up at Capitol.

Sen. Diane Sands, Missoula, commented on her concern that the public
not see the Legislature as being divided around party lines on these
issues, and that we find a way for those of us who will be in the Capitol to
be in those rooms together in a safe and comfortable way.

John MacDonald, Montana Newspaper Association, said that if legislators
and staff will be in the Capitol for a hybrid session, the press core must
have access to the newsrooms in order to do their job effectively and
safely.

STATUS OF CAPITOL CAFETERIA

14:49:03

Marilyn Miller, Secretary of the Senate (Exhibit 5)


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/Snack-bar-for-Legislative-Council.pdf

Committee Questions/Discussion

14:57:59

14:59:51

15:04:06

15:06:14

15:06:41

Rep. Schreiner said his concern is to single source this to a local business
without opening it up to any official contracting situation.

Sen. Pomnichowski asked if there have been any discussions regarding
vending machines that dispensed prepackaged food instead of staff
preparing the food.

Rep. Abbott asked Ms. Miller if her proposal is in line with the procurement
process.

Rep. Hertz said that he is comfortable with having Ms. Miller make those
decisions regarding the Capitol Cafeteria.

Rep. Schreiner said that he would like a more formal process in making a
decision on the cafeteria. Ms. Fox said that she and Ms. Miller can further
research the cafeteria issue and come up with a solution.

RULES SUBCOMMITTEE: REPORT ON POTENTIAL RULE CHANGES

15:08:41
15:10:41

15:11:36

15:12:50

Sen. Blasdel reported on the Rules Subcommittee's meeting.

Mr. Everts presented the Rule Proposals that were discussed in the Rules
Subcommittee to the Council members. (Exhibit 6)

Rep. Schreiner asked the members if they wanted Mr. Everts to go over
the rule proposals.

Mr. Everts discussed the draft outline of the joint resolution regarding
temporary emergency operating rules. (Exhibit 7)

Committee Questions/Discussion

15:22:45

15:24:21

15:25:00

15:25:45

15:28:55

15:29:51

15:30:30

Sen. MacDonald proposed that Mr. Everts go through the rule proposals
and frame up in more detail what the rules would look like to address what
was heard today.

Mr. Everts said he would be happy to work with those groups and actively
solicit comments from all participants in the legislative process and draft
options with respect to the rules.

Ms. Fox said that she wanted to keep the expectations more on the
realistic level.

Sen. Pomnichowski asked Mr. Everts about the declaration of emergency
and public policy.
Rep. Schreiner asked for comments about whether or not to proceed with
a regular session.

Rep. Abbott said that planning for a hybrid gives staff the flexibility that
they need to prepare for the situation that we're in.

Rep. Schreiner asked Mr. Everts why the Draft Outline is referring to
"temporary emergency rules". Rep. Schreiner said that whatever rules we
adopt should be the rules that are adopted for the session.


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/2020RulesSubcommitteStandardSessionRuleProposals82420.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/2021-Temporary-Emergency-Operating-Rules.pdf

15:33:57

15:35:02

Sen. Blasdel said that when we look at these rules, the Legislative Council
can adopt them and move them forward. The rules are not adopted until
we have an election and we have a new rules committee.

Rep. Schreiner said he would like to put forward a proposal that suggests
that the rules we adopt would be the rules for the session.

Public Comment on Rules Subcommittee

None.

Next Meeting
15:37:30

15:39:31

RECESS
15:40:03
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Ms. Fox discussed the next meeting dates for the Rules Subcommittee
and the full Legislative Council.

Rep. Schreiner asked Ms. Fox to email the Council members the potential
dates that she talked about.

Rep. Schreiner recessed the meeting at 3:40 p.m., to reconvene at 9 a.m.
August 25, 2020.





