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ROLL CALL 
Members Present: 

Rep. Casey Schreiner, Chair 
Sen. Mark Blasdel, Vice Chair 
Rep. Kim Abbott 
Rep. Seth Berglee 
Rep. Wylie Galt 
Rep. Greg Hertz 
Sen. Margaret (Margie) MacDonald 
Sen. JP Pomnichowski 
Sen. Scott Sales 
Sen. Jon Sesso 
Sen. Fred Thomas 

Members Excused: 
Rep. Shane Morigeau 

Staff Present: 
Todd Everts, Attorney 
Susan Fox, Executive Director 
Fong Hom, Secretary 

http://legmt.gov/
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AGENDA (Attachment 1) 

RECONVENE 
09:01:26 Rep. Schreiner reconvened the meeting at 9:01 a.m. 

LEGISLATIVE BUDGET DEVELOPMENT 
Current Budget Status, Feed Bill 
09:01:26 Susan Fox, Executive Director, Legislative Services Division (Exhibit 1) 

Session staff pay matrix 
09:02:41 Ms. Fox discussed the session staff pay matrix. (Exhibit 2) 

Motion on session staff pay matrix 
09:03:43 Sen. MacDonald moved to adopt the session staff pay matrix. 

09:04:00 Sen. Sesso joined the meeting. 

Discussion on the Motion 
09:04:22 Sen. Pomnichowski asked Ms. Fox if the IT Reserve Account is being 

used for additional monitors in meeting rooms or for more Zoom accounts. 
09:05:46 Sen. Pomnichowski asked about session staff managing Zoom committee 

meetings and hiring committee secretaries to become Zoom managers. 
She urged the Council to start looking at hiring Zoom managers for 
committee hearings during session. 

09:06:00 Sen. Thomas joined the meeting. 

Vote 
09:08:40 The motion passed unanimously by voice vote 

Proposed FY22-23 Biennium Budget 

PROGRAM 20 
09:09:33 

09:10:08 

.09:15:00 

Ms. Fox gave a presentation on Program 20. 

Dale Gow, CIO, Office of Legislative Information Services, discussed the 
OLIS Budget (Exhibit 3) and changes to the budget (Exhibit 4). 
Sen. Blasdel joined the meeting. 

Committee Questions/Discussion 
09:18:05 Sen. Pomnichowski asked Mr. Gow if he has enough people to staff the IT 

and if he needs more people to support legislators who have multiple 
devices. 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/agenda8-2020.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/19FB%20Financials_ALL%20PROGRAMS.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/House-Senate-Matrix-8-2020.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2019-2020/Information-Technology-Planning/Meetings/Aug-2020/2023-OLIS-Budget.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/2023-OLIS-Budget-8-24-2020-Changes.pdf
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Personal Services 
09:20:56 Ms. Fox briefly discussed the budget for Personal Services and Operating 

Expenses in Program 20. 

PROGRAM 21 
09:21:34 Ms. Fox gave a presentation on Program 21. (Exhibit 5) 

Education Commission of the States 
09:24:42 Ms. Fox gave a presentation on the Education Commission of the States, 

an organization that provides unbiased information on education. She 
discussed the plan for paying the Legislative Branch's portion of the dues 
to the Commission.  

Committee Questions/Discussion 
09:27:14 Rep. Berglee asked if the Legislative Branch had an agreement with the 

Governor's Office or the Office of Public Instruction to pay a portion of the 
dues. 

09:28:48 Rep. Abbott asked if there has been any discussion with the Governor's 
Office or the Office of Public Instruction about their preference. 

09:30:07 Rep. Berglee said that we should probably have a discussion on how the 
other two entities pay their portion. Rep. Schreiner discussed putting the 
amount of the dues into Program 21. 

Motion/Vote 
09:32:33 Rep. Berglee moved to approve moving the Legislative Branch's full 

portion of the dues for the Education Commission of the States into 
Program 21. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

PROGRAM 27 - LEGISLATIVE FISCAL DIVISION 
09:33:03 Amy Carlson, Legislative Fiscal Analyst, presented the Legislative Fiscal 

Division's budget. (See Exhibit 5) 

PROGRAM 28 - LEGISLATIVE AUDIT DIVISION 
09:35:07 Angus Maciver, Legislative Auditor, presented the Legislative Audit 

Division's budget. (See Exhibit 5) 

Committee Questions/Discussion 
09:37:43 Sen. Thomas asked Mr. Maciver about his contract with the Audit 

Committee and if the terms of his agreement was adjusted in any way. 

Motion/Vote 
09:42:33 Sen. Pomnichowski moved to adopt the preliminary legislative branch 

budget contingent upon the Legislative Audit's and the Finance 
Committee's approval of their respective budget by September 1, 2020. 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/BranchBudgetRequest_2023Bien_DRAFT8-24-2020.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/BranchBudgetRequest_2023Bien_DRAFT8-24-2020.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/BranchBudgetRequest_2023Bien_DRAFT8-24-2020.pdf
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL LEGISLATION 
Governor's OBPP Bill Draft Requests 
09:44:06 

Motion/Vote 
09:48:05 

Amy Sassano, Deputy Budget Director, Office of Budget and Program 
Planning presented the OBPP bill draft requests. (Exhibit 6) 

Sen. Pomnichowski requested that House Bills 2 through 15, and 
excluding House Bill 12, be reserved on behalf of the Office of Budget and 
Program Planning. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

2021 Feed Bill Draft Request 
09:49:13 Ms. Fox said that by rule, the chair of the House Appropriations is the 

sponsor of the Feed Bill. 

Motion/Vote 
09:49:45 Sen. MacDonald moved to request the Feed Bill Draft. The motion passed 

unanimously by voice vote. 

Reports to the Legislature 
09:50:10 

Motion/Vote 
09:55:43 

Sonja Nowakowski, Research Director, discussed the Reports to the 
Legislature. (Exhibit 7) 

Sen. Pomnichowski moved to proceed with moving the Reports to the 
Legislature into the bill draft request system as an LC. The motion passed 
unanimously by voice vote. Sen. Pomnichowski offered to be the sponsor. 

Commissioner of Political Practices and Legislator activities bill draft 
09:57:23 

Motion/Vote 
09:59:24 

Mr. Everts discussed the December 3, 2019 memo from Commissioner 
Jeff Mangan to the Legislative Services legal division regarding the 
November 26, 2019 Request for Guidance; Legislators' Participation in 
Educational Activities. (Exhibit 8) 

Rep. Abbott moved to bring a bill draft clarifying in the ethics code what 
constitutes lavish and extravagance as it relates to educational activities. 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Code Commissioner bill draft 

Motion/Vote 
10:00:08 Sen. Thomas moved to proceed with a bill draft for the Code 

Commissioner. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/Legislative-Council-August-2020.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/RequiredReportsTable.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/August20/Aug24-25/2019-CRL-004B-COPP-Jurisdiction-LegislativeAct.pdf
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NEXT MEETING DATES 
10:00:49 Ms. Fox discussed possible meetings dates for the Rules Subcommittee 

and the full Legislative Council before Caucus and Orientation. 
Rep. Schreiner suggested sending out a poll for available dates for the 
next meeting dates. 

10:04:33 Sen. Thomas asked how the public can participate in remote meetings. 

ADJOURNMENT 
10:06:21 Rep. Schreiner adjourned the meeting at 10:06 a.m. 
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