


Beginnings 

Lack of electricitv in rural America 
w 1914 - ISt electric cooperative formed 

in Granite Falls, Minn. 
w 1919 - 8 non-profit electric 

cooperatives organized near Webster, 
City Iowa 
- Purchased power from the Oty 



1923 - Still only 2 .8% of all farms in the U.S. 
were electrified. . 1935 - President Roosevelt creates Rural 
Electrification Administration (REA) through 
Executive Order No. 7037 
- Congress appropriates $100 million for 

rural electrifica tion 





- Growing pub/ic mistrust of private 
utilities because of improper financial 
practices. 

- Result: Passage of the Publc Utility 
Holding Company Act. 
* (Act designed to prevent market 
abuse through monopolistic practices.) 







- Nearly 1,000 electric cooperatives formed. 
* Ra valli Electric lSt in Montana: 

incorporated 1936, energlied 1938. 
- 1939 Montana Legislature passes Rural 
Electric & Telephone Act (Mt. Code 
Annotated, Chapter 35-18) 

* Sets forth powers and purposes of 
electric cooperatives. 





Electric co-ops in Montana 

26 distribution co-ops 
3 generation and transmission co-ops 
Serve in every county 
Approximately 400,000 people 
700 jobs 
$35 million annual payroll 







Voluntary & open membership 
Democratic member control 
Member economic participation 
Autonomy & independence 
Education, training & information 
Cooperation among cooperatives 
Concern for community 



Service territories of Montana's 26 electric co-ops 
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Distribution Cooperatives 

Beartooth Electric 
Big Flat Electric 
Big Horn County Electric 
Fall River Rural Electric 
Fergus Electric 
Flathead Electric 
Glacier Electric 
Goldenwest Electric 
Hlll County Electric 
Lincoln Eiectr~c 
Lower Yellowstone REA 
Marias River Electric 
Mid-Yellowstone Electric 

Missoula Electric 
McCone Electric 
Northern Electric 
Northern Lights, Inc. 
Park Electric 
Ravalli County Electric 
Sheridan Electnc 
Southeast Electric 
Sun River Electrlc 
Tongue River Electr~c 
Valley Electric 
Mgilante Electric 
Yellowstone Valley Electric 
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Key Policy Issues & Concerns 

Local control 
Stranded costs 
Monitor USBP Law 
Federal electric industry restructuring 
legislation 
FERC jurisdiction & interconnection 
requirements 



I 
Other key ongoing issues or 

Monitor Tax Laws 
Monitor Territorial Integrity Law 


