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COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

Sen. Hargrove
Sen. Roush
Rep. Clark
Rep. Lenhart

' STAFF PRESENT

order at 9:05 a.m. by Sen. Roush. Roll call was taken
all members present. Rep. Clark moved that the minutes from the
HIBIT #1) meeting be approved. The motion passed unanimously.

eeting was calle
CHMENT #3) wi
ry 25, 2002

FORMANCE AUDIT

er, Legislative Auditor, Legislative Audit Division, presented to the
Subcommittee the performance audit of the Montanan Board of Veterans' Affairs and the
Montana Veterans' Affairs Division (EXHIBIT #2 and #3). Mr. Cooper said that the eight
recommendations made to the Board are:

. The Board and Departrhent of Military Affairs should revise appropriate statutes
to reflect cemetery oversight by the Board.
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Sen. Hargrove asked if there is a comprehensive plan as to what Mr. Jacobsen would like to
have in place in terms of computers and information management systems. Mr. Jacobsen said
yes.

Sen. Roush asked how the state could better coordinate with the Veterans' Administration in
Montana. Mr. Jacobsen said that the VA is in a position of authority and the state.is in a
position of advocacy. He said that the Board would continue to support and adygeate on behalf
of the veterans. He said that the Board is committed to communicate and ate with the VA.
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Ms. Heffelfinger presented to the Subcommittee the Executive Planning Process (EPP) forms
completed by the MVAD (EXHIBIT #4). She said that these requests are currently pending in
the Governor's office.



said that there would be some additional training and a request for certification from Mr.
Jacobsen. Mr. Jacobsen said that there could be a significant cost associated with certifying six
technicians.

Sen. Hargrove said that the Board and the DMA agree with the recommendations and as the
cycle proceeds there would be a determination of how much money and training would be
needed and they would compete for the funds during the legislative session.

Sen. Roush said that he would tend to agree and that the Subcommitt
request and see what the legislature determines.
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etnam Veterans' of America, presented to the Subcommittee proposed

51 (EXHIBIT #10). He said that the VVA would like to re-designate the
Montana epartment of Military Affairs as the Montana Department of Military and Veteran
Affairs and provide for only four additional nonvoting members to the Board of Veterans' Affairs.

Sen. Roush asked about non-voting members of the Board. Mr. Heffelfinger stressed the



has failed to come up with an agenda for the meeting and it was the veteran organizations that
had to do the work. He said that the MVAD does not want to do the work.

Sen. Hargrove said that there are a number of Veteran publications and asked Mr. Hampson
how another publication would be valuable. Mr. Hampson said that it gives a veteran a
beginning. ‘
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Sen. Hargrove asked if this was just a name change. Ms. Heffelfinger said that the



Rep. Lenhart said that the decision regarding appointees should be left up to the director.

Sen. Hargrove said that to include one in statute would be tokenism or a quota and that would
not be a good idea.

Sen. Roush said that he will not push to have Native American representation spelled out in the
bill and that avenue can be pursued in Committee or on the floor of the legislature as an
amendment. '

Ms. Heffelfinger asked about the language concerning Boal memb
consecutive meetings. The Subcommittee said that they w
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id that the next issue is the use of general fund money versus cemetery
for the administration of the cemeteries.

Sen. Roush said that he would recommend keeping the salary under general funld money.
Ms. Heffelfinger said that absent Subcommittee action to specify that in the bill, the matter
would be left as is with the bill silent on the issue.



Mr. Jacobsen said that the Board supports the change in LC 5554.

Sen. Hargrove asked if the Subcommittee included the Purple Heart designation at 50% or
more, then that would create equity. Ms. Heffelfinger said yes.

Sen. Roush said that he is not opposed to that, but the benefits should be for the veteran.
However, he would support the legislation. '

Rep. Clark said that she would like to have the bill clean up current stat at she also

believes that the -benefits belong to the veteran, not the spouse or th,

Sen. Roush said that he would like to see the fiscal no
cost involved.
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HOMELAND SECURITY

Ms. Heffelfinger postponed her presentation on Homeland Security until the full SAIC meeting
on June 21.

Sen. Roush asked about states being reimbursed for Homeland Security expenses.

Major General Prendergast said that there will be $42 billion for states to be rei
different plans. However, there may be some state match required.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 4:09 p.m.
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