
Timeline for Water Compacts Involving Montana Tribes and Federal Agencies
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June 22, 1999
Compact with

Crow Tribe

March 28, 1997
Compact with U.S. Department
of the Interior, Bureau of Land

Management, for Upper Missouri
River National Wild & Scenic
River and Bear Trap Canyon

Public Recreation Site

May 11, 1979
Enactment of Reserved

Water Rights
Compact Commission

March 26, 1997

Compact with U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service for Black
Coulee & Benton Lake

National Wildlife Refuges

April 20, 1999

Compact with U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service for Red

Rock Lakes National Wildlife
Refuge and Wilderness Area

May 15, 1985
Compact for Assiniboine
and Sioux Tribes of the

Fort Peck Indian Reservation

May 12, 1993

Compact with U.S. Department
of the Interior National Park

Service, for Yellowstone & Glacier
National Parks & the Big
Hole National Battlefield

April 15, 1997
Compact with the

Chippewa Cree Tribe
of the Rocky Boy’s

ReservationMay 20, 1991
Compact for Northern

Cheyenne Tribe

May 1, 1995
Compact with U.S. Department

of the Interior, National Park
Service, for Little Bighorn Battlefield

National Monument & Bighorn
Canyon National Recreation Area

April 16, 2001
Compact with Gros
Ventre Assiniboine 

Tribes of the Fort Belknap
Indian Reservation

March 27, 2007
Compact with the U.S.

Department of Agriculture
Agriculture Research Service

for Fort Keogh Livestock &
Range Research Laboratory

March 27, 2007

Compact with the
U.S. Department

of Agriculture, Agriculture
Research Service for

Sheep Experiment Station

April 6, 2007
Compact with the U.S.

Department of Agriculture
Agriculture Research Service

for Bowdoin National
Wildlife Refuge

April 30, 2007
Compact with the

U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Forest

Service

April 30, 2007

Mitigation & infrastructure
accounts created in

preparation for 
Blackfeet compact

July 1, 2009

Expected expiration
of reserved water

rights compact
commission

Timeline for Selected Water-Related Litigation Involving Tribes since 1968
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1968

Tweedy v. Tex. Co.

1982

9th Circuit Court
of Appeals

N. Cheyenne
Tribe v. Adsit

1986

Blackfeet Indian
Nation v. Hodel

2002
MT Supreme Court

decision in
CSKT v. Stults

2009

1976

Colorado River Water Conservation District v. United States
U.S. Supreme Court

holds McCarran 
Amendment (43 U.S.C. 666)

Applies to Indian
Reserved Water Rights

1996
In Re Application for 
Beneficial Water Use

Permit, Ciotti (related to CSKT)

1999
CSKT v. Clinch

1979
U.S. v. Aageson, sued to

obtain a final determination
of Chippewa Cree Tribe

of the Rocky Boy's Reservation
among other issues

1985
State ex rel. Greely v. CSKT 
of the Flathead Reservation
Indian reserved water rights

are owned by Indians; ownership
 exists under federal law

1983

Arizona v. San Carlos
Apache Tribe, U.S.

Supreme Court


