WPIC Study Prioritization Worksheet
HB 304 and HB 831 tasks

Policy Issue Identified in Bill Ranking
HB 304 Tasks

CONDUCT A DETAILED ANALYSIS AND STUDY OF ISSUES RELATED
WO WATER QUANTITY, WATER QUALITY, AND WATER USE IN
MONTANA. THE STUDY MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AT
A MINIMUM:

Surface water and ground water in closed basins and mitigation, augmentation, or
aquifer recharge, including:

** Review and summary of current Mnotana law related to mitigation, augmentation, or
aquifer recharge

** Analysis of other states' laws and rules related to mitigation, augmentation, or aquifer
recharge and the other states' experiences with applyng and using mitigation, augmentation,
and aquifer recharge

** Comparison of mitigation, augmentation, and aquifer recharge options and alternatives for
applying the concepts in Montana water law

** Analysis and determination of water quality testing requirements to ensure tha thte use of
mitigation, augmentation or aquifer recharge does not adversely affect ground water quality

** Analysis of data developed to determine the type and amoutn of research, data, and
analysis necessary to develop a scientifically defensible hyrogeologic assessment to be
uesd in making informed decisions with regard to mitigation, augmentation, or aquifer
recharge activity in Montana

** Appropriate monitoring requirements to determine the effectiveness of mitigation,
augmentation, or aquifer recharge plans

** Other issues related to mitigation, augmentation, or aquifer recharge in Montana to
facilitate continued economic development and growth while providing reasonable
protections to senior appropriators and water quality of surface and ground water resources

Methods for the management of water, particularly in closed basins, to ensure
compliance with closed basin law including:

** Artificial reacharge of ground water, including but not limited to alternatives and options
for conducting water management through artificial recharge of ground water

** |dentifying research necessary, if any, to determine alternatives and options for
conducting water management through artificial recharge of ground water

** Conducting water qualtiy analysis associated with storage or introduction of surface water
to ground water resources

Determining an appropriate, accurate, and time-efficient process for coordinating
water quality requirements with the water appropriations process by:

** Determining how the Department of Environmental Quality and the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation are issuing permits that affect ground water or surface water
quality and whether or not he water appropriation proces and the water quality process are
coordinated

** Ensuring that a detailed process is outlined that provides potential applicants with a clear
process that must be followed to ensure that prior appropriators and water quality in both
surface water and ground water are protected while allowing development in Montana

1 C:\Documents and Settings\CL2256\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLKB\prioritization worksheet.xlIs



WPIC Study Prioritization Worksheet
HB 304 and HB 831 tasks

** |dentifying the extent to which cumulative impacts are analyzed from a water quantity and
a water quality perspective and whether or not the two findings are assessed jointly and
determining the appropriate level of coordination

Wells that are exempt from the permitting process pursuant to 85-2-306, including:
** A detailed reporting of the number of exempt wells currently in Montana and an estimate
of the number of exempt wells expected to be developed by 2020

** A determination and summary of the types of beneficial uses to which water from exempt
wells is applied

** A determination of the hydrogeologic analysis necessary to determine consumptive use
on a per-acre or fratcation of an acre basis and on a per-use basis

** An analysis of the amount of water reasonably necessary for the various beneficial uses
and a comparison of this reasonable use standard with current statutory limits, including
volume, flow rate, and other criteria that the committee determines are necessary to provide
for accurate and adequate measurement of water use through exempt wells

** Options and alternatives for enforcing statutory limitations regarding exempt well usage

** A determination of the necessity and reasons for providing a process that is exempt from
the permitting process

An analysis of water marketing and water reallocations options available in Montana,
including:
** |_easing water rights, water banking, water trading, and water sales

** The lease-to-sale ratio of water rights in Montana

** The number of market purchases that have been completed in Montana

** The purposes for which water trades or sales have taken place

** The feasability of creating and operating a water bank in Montana

** The administrative procedures and costs that would be necessary to establish and
operate a water bank in Montana

GATHER APPROPRIATE INFORMATION THAT THE COMMITTEE
DETERMINES IS NECESSARY TO MAKE SOUND AND WELL-
REASONED POLICY DECISIONS TO GUIDE THE MANAGEMENT AND
USE OF MONTANA'S GROUND WATER RESOURCE INTO THE
FUTURE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

Identifying gaps in data necessary to determine appropriate locations to conduct
artificial recharge of ground water

Presenting long-term goals and policy proposals for water management related to
ground water resources

PREPARE A REPORT TO SUBMIT TO THE 61ST LEGISLATURE THAT
PROVIDES CLEAR POLICY DIRECTION AND NECESSARY
LEGILSATION TO GUIDE MONTANA'S WATER POLICY AND THAT
ENSURES FAIR AND REASONABLE USE OF MONTANA'S WATER
RESOURCE AS DEMANDS ON WATER INCREASE WHILE SUPPLIES
REMAIN THE SAME OR DECREASE
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House Bill 831 Tasks

Review drinking water standards

Review effluent treatment standards

Recommend appropriate treatment standards for purposes of
aquifer recharge and mitigation

Bureau of Mines and Geology shall:

**present recommendations regarding any additional sutdies that would help
assess the water balance in closed basins or subbasins with respect to potential ground

water withdrawal impacts on surface waters
**provide updates throughout the intermi related to the progress of the review and the case

study, data trends, if any, and other information
**provide a report to the appropriate legislative interim committee and the 61st Legisalture

providing a detailed analysis of the results of the review and case study
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