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E d w a r d s  R o a d  

Eastfork of Bitterroot River 

Edwards Road'!Al 

D u n c a n  D is t r i c t  

L e w i s  L a n e  

Si lver  Spr ing  

Accessibility Assessment 

Notes 
llmpediment to access: Landowner has no problem with access. In fact. she built her fence so public can access a small plot of her property. 
Last fail. Ihe grazing lessee contacted FWP because someone had cut the fence in numerous places, aliowing his cattle to get out on Birch Grove 
Road born d~rectly and by crosslng under brldge and coming up on far side Landowner and lessee were looktng for assistance to contaln their 
l~vestock while continuing access 

Action: FWP staff obta~ned a right-of-way permit from Flathead County. 'WP then repaireo fence, added additional t-posts to iemforce fence. 
added an addit~onal wood post and half beam to strengthen fence corner and prov~de spot to pull canoes. etc. over. and constructed a pedestrian 
bypass with 1-posts and smoom wire to allow access up rlver bank but contain ikvestock in event of escape. Reinforced fence up lo bndge with 
wire fence panels. Sigved area wtth access rules. 

Estimated Cost: $173.91 
Volunteer EffortJDonated Materials We had two members of Flathead Wildlife, inc. and two members of F athead Chapter of Trout Unlimttea 
donate labor for the project. The 4 volunteers warKed roughly 2-112 hours for a total of 10 hours labor. They drove themselves to the work sltr 
whlch we would estimate would total 75 miles. 

Impediment t o  access: A barbed w e  fence o empeding raft launching at thls slte. Landowrier contated FWP In a cooperative 
spint & requested an access point in the form of a gate. 

Action: A gate, 2 posts. a brace post 7 some smooth wire 

Estimated Cost: Less than $300 00 

I 
Three volunteers. rim Aidnch, Pres~dent. Montana W~ldlife Fed 8 Hellgate Hunters 8 Anglers. Corey Fisher TU 
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llmpediment t o  access: Fence was impeding boat access. Landowner contacted FWP in a cooperative splnt & requested an 
access point in the form of a gate 

Action: 2 posts, a gate 
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~ s t i m a t e d  Cost: Less than $300 00 

Three volunteers: Tim Aldrich. President. Montana Wildllfe Fed & Hellgate Hunters & Anglers. Corey Fisher TU 

Impediment t o  access: Fallin down fences 

Action: Fence posts and rails - 112 dozen each 

Estimated Cost: $81.50 
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(very cooperative landowners) 

It must be noted that, as with all FAS along the Ruby. Silver Sprlng is a temporary Access Site permitted by the current landowner. Should 1 
landowner change hands, as happened at Coy Brown Bridge FAS, the public may lose access to that slte 

Vigilance should be pa~d to sensure Access Sites such as Silver Spring and Alder Bridge are not lost. 

Volunteers: 6 from Ravalli Cty FW Assoc, Trout Unl, FOAM. Earl & Scott Little (Ravall~ Cty FW). 

Fred Upchurch (Ravalli Cty FW), Eddi Olwell (FOAM), Geoff Fitzgerald (Trout Unlimited), John Wasson (Ravalli Cty FW). 

Joe Hundley (Ravalli Cty FW) 

Single Lane Bridge - parking should be reviewed 

NE Corner access is ok -best current access 

NW Corner is blocked by fence topped wlth strand of barbed wire 

SW corner access IS ok but could be Improved by removing barbed wire In way 

SE Access is obstructed by debris 

Notes: Remove barbed wire at SW corner; find place for creation of road-pullout for 2 vehicles within walking dotance. 
Parking may be adequate for 1 car at position SE of bridge; large area near bridge that looks lhke pullout but is actually a water hydrant and is 
clearly labeled "No Parking" - this is potential area for confl~t of people 

R~ver access dficult at three offour comers, although stile at SE corner m~ght make access possible there. A gate has recently been added at 
SW corner which provides easy access to that corner. 
Curiously, dead animals (cat, raccoon. 8 skunks) had been placed at each corner so one accessing river from bridge would have to walk over or 
around 

Gunshots hear while we inspected bridge 

Notes: Clean up the area. 

Safe as is. 

Currently maintained as an Access S~te, parking is excellent and access to river is also good 








