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**** Bill No. ****

Introduced By *************

By Request of the *********

A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act requiring the department of

public health and human services to measure the outcomes of

children's mental health services; requiring reporting of the

outcomes; and providing an immediate effective date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

NEW SECTION.  Section 1.  Department to measure outcomes for

children's mental health services. (1) The department of public

health and human services shall measure and report on, as

provided in 52-2-311, the effectiveness of medicaid mental health

services provided to children. The measurement must be based on

identified outcomes.

(2) In measuring outcomes, the department shall:

(a) use validated tools to assess and measure the fidelity

of medicaid children's mental health services to a wraparound

philosophy of care as defined in 52-2-302;

(b) use validated measures to:

(i) evaluate the acuity of a child's mental health needs;

(ii) assess family functioning and the strengths and

weaknesses of family skills; and

(iii) measure the improvements a child and the child's

family are making in the areas of acuity of need, family
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functioning, and family skills and the relationship of the

improvements to the treatment provided; and

(c) track a child's placement in services in order to create

incentives for providing community-based treatment and reduce the

use of out-of-state services, psychiatric residential treatment

facility services, and placement in group homes.

Section 2.  Section 52-2-311, MCA, is amended to read:

"52-2-311.  Out-of-state placement monitoring Monitoring and

reporting. (1) The department shall collect the following

information regarding high-risk children with multiagency service

needs:

(a)  the number of children placed out of state;

(b)  the reasons each child was placed out of state;

(c)  the costs for each child placed out of state;

(d)  the process used to avoid out-of-state placements; and

(e)  the number of in-state providers participating in the

pool.

(2)  For high-risk children with multiagency service needs

whose placement is funded in whole or in part by medicaid, the

report must include information indicating other department

programs with which the child is involved.

(3)  On an ongoing basis, the department shall attempt to

reduce out-of-state placements.

(4) The department shall report on the measurement of

identified outcomes for medicaid mental health services provided

to children that is required under [section 1]. The report shall
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identify the outcomes for each provider of services.

(4)(5) (a)  The department shall report biannually to the

children, families, health, and human services interim committee

concerning the information it has collected under this section

and the results of the efforts it has made to reduce out-of-state

placements.

(b) The department shall annually prepare and publish a

written report containing the results of the measurement of

identified outcomes and shall distribute the report to providers

of medicaid mental health services for children."

{Internal References to 52-2-311: None.}

NEW SECTION.  Section 3.  {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
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