Residential electric cost comparisons for Montana utilities

and rural electric cooperatives
Compiled by Sonja Nowakowski, ETIC staff and Montana Electric Cooperatives' Association

At the request of Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee
Chairman Alan Olson, Montana's regulated electric utilities and rural electric
cooperatives were asked to share the average electric bill for their customers
in the summer and winter of 2006 and 2011. That information was provided
in early December 2011 and compiled for ETIC review at its January 13,
2012 meeting. Table 1 is billing based on bundled supply and delivery costs.
Table 2 is a snapshot of unbundled costs, or simply the cost of electricity.

Table 1
Average residential electric bill for customer who uses 750 kWh per month
Includes the bundled supply and delivery cost
Provider January January July July
2006 2011 2006 2011
NorthWestern Energy $70.98 $64.86 $80.19 $80.33
Montana-Dakota Utilities $56.44 $57.47 $56.44 $73.70
Beartooth Electric Cooperative $69.63 $117.50 $78.33 $120.88
Big Flat Electric Cooperative $81.25 $99.00 $81.25 $99.00
Fall River REC $78.86 $87.55 $78.86 $87.55
Fergus Electric Cooperative $88.18 $118.50 $90.47 $125.73
Flathead Electric Cooperative -- $60.75 $58.16 $60.75 $60.99
NW Region
Flathead Electric Cooperative -- $68.25 $84.02 $68.25 $92.50
Cooke City
Glacier Electric Cooperative $69.50 $74.38 $69.50 $74.38
Goldenwest Electric Cooperative $75.00 $94.25 $75.00 $94.25
Hill County Electric Cooperative $75.63 $91.88 $75.63 $97.50
Lincoln Electric Cooperative $45.50 $75.30 $45.50 $75.30
Lower Yellowstone REA $63.25 $63.25 $63.25 $63.25
Marias River Electric Cooperative $38.25 $58.09 $38.25 $58.09
McCone Electric Cooperative $79.62 $103.23 $79.62 $103.23




Provider January January July July
2006 2011 2006 2011
Mid-Yellowstone Electric $80.63 $124.00 $87.25 $128.00
Cooperative
Missoula Electric Cooperative $65.91 $75.50 $75.70 $75.70
Nor-Val Electric Cooperative $74.00 $102.00 $77.75 $102.00
Northern Lights Inc. $67.98 $72.70 $67.98 $72.70
Park Electric Cooperative $71.25 $82.50 $71.25 $82.50
Ravalli County Electric Cooperative | $63.13 $66.90 $63.13 $79.70
Sheridan Electric Cooperative $52.50 $61.88 $52.50 $61.88
Southeast Electric Cooperative $79.25 $100.50 $79.25 $100.50
Sun River Electric Cooperative $68.85 $91.23 $68.85 $91.23
Tongue River Electric Cooperative $63.95 $104.73 $67.40 $114.63
Vigilante Electric Cooperative $53.75 $57.25 $53.75 $57.25
Yellowstone Valley Electric $71.13 $97.60 $71.13 $103.23
Cooperative

1. Best estimates only for cooperatives. Cooperatives receive electricity costs in bundled bills.

2.Some cooperatives reported annual averages, in which case January and July costs are the same. Others reported actual costs
for specific months only.

3. Variations in cooperative's load factors (the ration of average demand/load to peak demand/load) can result in different costs,
even for cooperatives with similar power supply contracts.



Table 2

Average residential electric bill for customer who uses 750 kWh per month
Unbundled, cost of electricity, not including fixed charges

Provider January January July 2006 July 2011
2006 2011

NorthWestern Energy $37.89 $46.70 $31.97 $45.29

Montana-Dakota Utilities | $ $ $ $

Beartooth Electric $23.82 $42.89 $24.06 $46.35

Cooperative

Big Flat Electric $19.13 $23.45 $19.13 $23.45

Cooperative

Fall River REC $17.02 $20.30 $15.23 $14.87

Fergus Electric $19.58 $45.31 $20.86 $49.51

Cooperative

Flathead Electric $25.41 $21.60 $27.73 $18.11

Cooperative -- NW

Region

Flathead Electric $41.25 $44.72 $41.25 $62.42

Cooperative -- Cooke

City

Glacier Electric $15.62 $16.02 $15.62 $16.02

Cooperative

Goldenwest Electric $12.73 $24.81 $12.73 $25.14

Cooperative

Hill County Electric $14.31 $25.56 $14.31 $25.56

Cooperative

Lincoln Electric $16.88 $19.12 $10.07 $10.22

Cooperative

Lower Yellowstone REA $16.64 $26.10 $16.64 $26.10

Marias River Electric $14.23 $25.42 $14.23 $25.42

Cooperative

McCone Electric $17.72 $32.33 $17.72 $32.33
Cooperative

Mid-Yellowstone Electric $20.34 $42.02 $19.36 $47.48
Cooperative

Missoula Electric $14.94 $15.47 $14.94 $15.47
Cooperative




Provider January January July 2006 July 2011
2006 2011

Nor-Val Electric $13.00 $24.92 $13.00 $24.92
Cooperative

Northern Lights Inc. $21.59 $23.17 $15.30 $14.73
Park Electric Cooperative | $14.99 $25.38 $14.99 $25.38
Ravalli County Electric $22.03 $22.03 $22.03 $30.02
Cooperative

Sheridan Electric $33.36 $35.44 $33.34 $30.98
Cooperative

Southeast Electric $11.92 $19.55 $11.92 $19.55
Cooperative

Sun River Electric $14.44 $25.79 $14.44 $25.79
Cooperative

Tongue River Electric $22.41 $46.50 $22.43 $47.70
Cooperative

Vigilante Electric $16.80 $16.76 $10.34 $10.19
Cooperative

Yellowstone Valley $21.93 $56.12 $20.63 $63.92
Electric Cooperative

1. Best estimates only for cooperatives. Cooperatives receive electricity costs in bundled bills.

2.Some cooperatives reported annual averages, in which case January and July costs are the same. Others reported actual costs
for specific months only.

3. Variations in cooperative's load factors (the ration of average demand/load to peak demand/load) can result in different costs,
even for cooperatives with similar power supply contracts.

4. Line loss costs are generally added into unbundled electricity costs shown by cooperatives.



