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**** Joint Resolution No. ****
Introduced By *kkkkkkkkkkkk*k
By Request of the State Adm nistration and Veterans' Affairs

InterimConmittee

A Joint Resolution of the Senate and the House of Representatives
of the State of Montana requesting an interimlegislative study
regarding the O fice of Comm ssioner of Political Practices;

speci fying objectives of the study; and requesting that findings

and recomrendati ons be presented to the next |egislature.

WHEREAS, the m ssion of the Ofice of Conm ssioner of
Political Practices is to nonitor and enforce, in a fair and
i npartial manner, canpaign practices and canpai gn finance
di scl osure, |obbying disclosure, business interest disclosure of
statewi de and state district candidates, elected state officials,
and state departnent directors, ethical standards of conduct for
| egi sl ators, public officers, and state enpl oyees, and to
investigate legitimte conplaints that arise concerning any of the
f oregoi ng; and

VWHEREAS, the conmttee |l earned that there are a range of
options that could be considered for revising the selection and
duties of the Conmm ssioner and for changing the structure and
operations of the office in Mntana, including options for
ensuring nore i medi ate consequences for violating canpai gn | aws;
and

VWHEREAS, a thorough interimstudy is needed to provide for

1 LC sa02



Unofficial Draft Copy
As of: September 4, 2012 (12:21pn)
LCsa02
further thoughtful, systematic, and bi-partisan, consideration of
potential changes to the Ofice of Conm ssioner of Political

Practi ces.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an
appropriate interimcommttee, pursuant to section 5-5-217, MCA
or direct sufficient staff resources to exam ne:

(1) the process for selecting a Comm ssioner of Political
Practi ces;

(2) the structure, conposition, and duties of the Ofice of
Comm ssi oner of Political Practices; and

(3) the enforcenent authority of the Ofice of Conm ssioner
of Political Practices, including options for ensuring nore
i mredi at e consequences for violating canpaign | aws.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the exam nation include a review
of practices in other states, analysis of options, consideration
of stakehol der concerns, and the devel opnent of reconmendations to
i nprove confidence in the integrity, objectivity, and capabilities
of the Ofice of Comm ssioner of Political Practices.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the study is assigned to
staff, any findings or conclusions be presented to and reviewed by
an appropriate conmmttee designated by the Legislative Council.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study,

i ncludi ng presentation and revi ew requi renents, be concluded prior

to Septenber 15, 2014.
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BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, that the final results of the study,
i ncludi ng any findings, conclusions, comments, or recomendations

of the appropriate commttee, be reported to the 64th Legi sl ature.

- END -
{ Nane : Sheri S. Scurr
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision
Phone : (406) 444-3596
E- Mai | : sscurr @t . gov}
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