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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating noney to the
Mont ana hi storical society for the purpose of hiring a consultant
to develop a digital archives plan; and providing an effective

date."

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Montana has
declared in 22-3-201, MCA, "that it is the public policy of the
state of Montana that noncurrent records of permanent value to
the state and to | ocal governnents should be preserved and
protected"; and

VWHEREAS, the state archivist has the duty to preserve
noncurrent records of permanent value to the state pursuant to
22-3-203, MCA; and

WHEREAS, an increasing nunber of state and | ocal governnent
records are created and exist in electronic format; and

VWHEREAS, records nmaintained by el ectronic neans all ow for
greater efficiency and increased accessibility; and

VWHEREAS, records nmaintained by el ectronic neans are
vul nerabl e to technol ogi cal obsol escence; and

WHEREAS, the state archives in the Montana historica
society currently lacks the neans to accept and nmanage records in

el ectronic format.
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Appropriation. (1) There is

appropriated to the Montana historical society $208,000 for the
bi enni um begi nning July 1, 2015 fromthe general fund.

(2) The appropriation is for the purpose of hiring a
consultant to develop a digital archives preservation plan that
can be used to ensure that the Montana state archives can
col l ect, preserve, and provide access to state and | ocal

government records of permanent value in electronic fornmat.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2015.

- END -
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