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**** Bill No. ****

Introduced By *************

By Request of the *********

A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the school

funding interim committee; requiring the committee to conduct a

study of the educational needs and costs related to the basic

system of free quality public elementary and secondary schools;

providing for committee membership; requiring issuance of a

report; appropriating $250,000 from the general fund to the

legislative services division for support of the committee and

any contracted services; and providing an immediate effective

date; and providing a termination date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

NEW SECTION.  Section 1.  School funding interim committee.

(1) There is a school funding interim committee. Pursuant to 20-

9-309(5), the committee shall: 

(a) conduct a study to reassess the educational needs and

costs related to the basic system of free quality public

elementary and secondary schools; and

     (b) if necessary, recommend to the 65th legislature changes

to the state's funding formula.

(2) The members of the committee are:

     (a) four members of the house of representatives, two from

each party, appointed by the speaker of the house in consultation
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with the house majority leader and the house minority leader;

     (b) four members of the senate, two from each party,

appointed by the president of the senate; and

     (c) as ex-officio, nonvoting members:

     (i) the presiding officer of the board of public education

or the presiding officer's designee;

     (ii) the superintendent of public instruction or the

superintendent's designee; and

     (iii) the governor or the governor's designee.

(3) The committee shall select its presiding officer from

among the voting members at the first meeting of the committee.

     (4) The committee is attached for administrative purposes to

the legislative services division.

     (5) On or before September 15, 2016, the committee shall

issue a report on the committee's findings and recommendations.

NEW SECTION.  Section 2.  Appropriation. There is

appropriated $250,000 from the general fund to the legislative

services division for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, to

support the activities of the committee and any contracted

services the committee considers to be warranted.

NEW SECTION.  Section 3.  {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective on passage and approval.

NEW SECTION.  Section 4.  {standard} Termination. [This act]

terminates June 30, 2017.
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- END -
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