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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the school
funding interimcommttee; requiring the conmttee to conduct a
study of the educational needs and costs related to the basic
systemof free quality public elenentary and secondary school s;
providing for conmttee nenbership; requiring i ssuance of a
report; appropriating $250,000 fromthe general fund to the

| egi slative services division for support of the commttee and
any contracted services; and providing an i nmedi ate effective

date; and providing a term nation date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. School funding interimcommttee.

(1) There is a school funding interimconmttee. Pursuant to 20-
9-309(5), the commttee shall:

(a) conduct a study to reassess the educational needs and
costs related to the basic systemof free quality public
el enrentary and secondary schools; and

(b) if necessary, reconmmend to the 65th | egislature changes
to the state's funding fornul a.

(2) I'n conducting the study, the conmttee may:

(a) review the work and conclusions of the quality schools

interimcomittee established in 2005;
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(b) review how the state's education funding policy has
evolved as a result of litigation;

(c) consider any recommendati ons provided by other interim
or standing legislative commttees;

(d) seek input fromrepresentatives fromthe board of public
education, the office of public instruction, the governor's
office, private organi zations, professional educators, school
trustees, and nenbers of the public;

(e) consider the state's existing and projected financial
resources as well as the needs and concerns of Mntana taxpayers;
(f) authorize research and studies to be conducted by
reputabl e and reliable experts in the public or private sectors;
(g) request research and analysis fromthe |egislative
fiscal division, the office of public instruction, the departnent
of revenue, and any other state agency or entity that maintains

information or data relevant to the study; and

(h) consider topics of previous studies, topics explored by
previous interimcommttees, and topics brought forward by the
public, including but not limted to:

(1) school district fund structure;

(1i) school funding revenue sources;

(1i1) school transportation;

(tv) the cost of changes to school accreditation standards;

(v) preschool program funding;

(vi) expanding school choice opportunities for parents and
student s;

(vii) federal funding for schools;
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(viii) increasing flexibility for school districts;

(1x) equity in revenue capacity anmong school districts;

(x) increasing utilization of digital |earning;

(xi) special education funding;

(xi1t) the role of perm ssive and voted | evies;

(xiti) the inmpacts of athletics on school funding;

(xiv) nedical insurance costs for school district
enpl oyees; and

(xv) the inpact on school funding resulting fromtax
increment finance districts and tax abatenents.

(3) The nenbers of the conmttee are:

(a) four nmenbers of the house of representatives, two from
each party, appointed by the speaker of the house in consultation
with the house majority | eader and the house mnority | eader;

(b) four nenbers of the senate, two fromeach party,
appoi nted by the president of the senate; and

(c) as ex-officio, nonvoting nenbers:

(1) the presiding officer of the board of public education
or the presiding officer's designee;

(11) the superintendent of public instruction or the
superintendent's designee; and

(ti1) the governor or the governor's designee.

(4) The commttee shall select its presiding officer from
anong the voting nmenbers at the first neeting of the commttee.

(5) The commttee is attached for adm nistrative purposes to
the legislative services division.

(6) On or before Septenber 15, 2016, the conm ttee shal
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issue a report on the commttee's findings and reconmendati ons.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. Appropriation. There is

appropri ated $250,000 fromthe general fund to the legislative
services division for the bienniumbeginning July 1, 2015, to
support the activities of the conmmttee and any contracted

services the conmttee considers to be warrant ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 3. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective on passage and approval .

NEW SECTI ON. Section 4. {standard} Term nation. [This act]

term nates June 30, 2017

- END -
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