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MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED

61-10-101. Standards of maximum dimensions, weights, etc. The standards provided for in 61-10-102
through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 govern the maximum dimensions, weights, and
other characteristics of motor vehicles operating over the highways in the state to the exclusion of other
standards or other requirements respecting the subject matter.

61-10-102. Width -- definitions. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), a vehicle, including a
bus, unloaded or with load, may not have a total outside width in excess of 102 inches. This width for
buses is allowed only on paved highways 20 feet or more in width.

(2) (a) Subsection (1) does not apply to an implement of husbandry or a vehicle used for hauling
hay that is moved or propelled upon the highway during daylight hours for a distance of not more than
100 miles if the movement is incidental to the farming operations of the owner of the implement of
husbandry or the vehicle used for hauling hay. If the implement or vehicle is more than 12 1/2 feet wide,
it must be preceded by flag vehicle escorts to warn other highway users. This restriction does not apply
to dual-wheel tractors under 15 feet overall width that are used in farming operations or to movement
on a county road within 100 miles of the farming operation of the owner of an implement of husbandry
or a vehicle used for hauling hay. Lights that meet the requirements of 61-9-219(4) must be displayed on
the rear of the implement of husbandry or vehicle used for hauling hay. However, if the highway passes
through a hazardous area, the implements or vehicles must be preceded and followed by flag vehicle
escorts unless the movement of the implements or vehicles is restricted to a county road within 100
miles of the farming operation of the owner.

(b) An implement of husbandry or a vehicle used for hauling hay that exceeds 16 1/2 feet in
width and that is traveling on an interstate or a four-lane highway must be followed by a flag vehicle
escort.

(c) A commercial vehicle that is hauling hay but does not qualify under subsection (2)(a) may be
granted a permit subject to the provisions of 61-10-121 through 61-10-127 and the following
requirements:

(i) travel during daylight hours only for an oversize shipment of large round bales of hay,
whether the vehicle is loaded or with an empty hay rack, up to 144 inches; when empty, a square red or
orange flag measuring 12 inches on each side must be attached to each corner of the hay rack; and

(ii) travel day or night for any other shipment of baled hay, whether the vehicle is loaded or
with an empty hay rack, up to 114 inches.

(d) Subsection (1) does not apply to a commercial hay grinder moved or propelled upon the
highway during daylight hours for a distance of not more than 100 miles if the movement is incidental to
operations of the commercial hay grinder. A commercial hay grinder exceeding 102 inches in width must
have a permit issued under 61-10-124. If the commercial hay grinder is more than 12 1/2 feet wide, it



must be preceded by flag vehicle escorts to warn other highway users. Lights that meet the
requirements of 61-9-219(4) must be displayed on the rear of the commercial hay grinder. Movement of
a commercial hay grinder that does not exceed 138 inches in width may occur on any day of the week,
including holidays, and is restricted to movement during daylight hours. Movement of a commercial hay
grinder may not exceed the posted speed limit, including the speed limit on an interstate highway.

(3) (@) The width of a recreational vehicle, as defined in 61-1-101, and a camper, as defined in
61-1-101, that is being operated for noncommercial purposes may exceed 102 inches if:

(i) the excess width is attributable to recreational vehicle or camper appurtenances that do not
extend beyond the exterior rearview mirrors of the recreational vehicle, the camper, a vehicle being
towed by the recreational vehicle, or the motor vehicle providing motive power; and

(ii) the rearview mirrors extend only the distance necessary to provide the appropriate field of
view for the vehicle before the recreational vehicle or camper appurtenances are attached.

(b) For the purposes of this section, "recreational vehicle or camper appurtenances" means an
awning and its support hardware or any appendage that is intended to be an integral part of the
recreational vehicle or camper and that is installed by the manufacturer or dealer.

(4) A safety device that the department determines by rule adopted pursuant to 61-9-504 to be
necessary for safe and efficient operation of motor vehicles is not included in the calculation of width
provided in subsection (1).

(5) Except as provided in subsections (2)(a) and (2)(b), a rear flag vehicle escort is not required
for a vehicle that exceeds 12 1/2 feet in width, that is hauling or towing an implement of husbandry,
construction equipment, or forestry equipment, and that is operating under this section or as authorized
by special permit issued under 61-10-121 through 61-10-125 if the vehicle is operating at highway speed
or with the flow of traffic.

(6) Forthe purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(a) "Construction equipment" means any vehicle, machine, or attachment designed or adapted
for and used in construction, heavy construction, highway construction, and remodeling work.

(b) "Flag vehicle" means a vehicle equipped as required by law or by department of
transportation rule to warn or guide vehicular traffic. When not being operated as a flag vehicle, signs
must be removed.

61-10-103. Height. A vehicle, unladen or with load, may not exceed a height of 14 feet.

61-10-104. Length -- definitions. (1) A single truck, bus, or self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load,
may not have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 55 feet.

(2) (a) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination, the semitrailer may not exceed 53
feet in length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-10-124.
When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer or a truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination,
the semitrailer and trailer or the two semitrailers may not exceed 28 1/2 feet each in length or 61 feet in
combined trailer length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided by 61-
10-124. Truck tractor-semitrailer, truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer, and truck tractor-semitrailer-
semitrailer combinations are not subject to a combination length limit.

(b) A stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter may not exceed 75 feet in length plus a
maximum 3 feet of front overhang and 4 feet of rear overhang, except as provided by 61-10-124.
"Stinger-steered automobile or boat transporter" means a truck tractor-semitrailer combination that
has a fifth wheel on a drop frame located behind and below the rear axle of the truck tractor and that is
designed and used for the transportation of vehicles or assembled boats or boat hulls.

(c) All other combinations of vehicles may not have a combination length in excess of 75 feet,
except as provided by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than two units, the rear units of



the combination must be equipped with breakaway brakes.

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not
draw more than three motor vehicles attached to it by the triple saddle-mount method (that is, by
mounting the front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheels of the
vehicle in contact with the roadway), and this combination may not have a combination length in excess
of 75 feet.

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds "manufacturer's rated capacity" may
not tow more than one trailer or semitrailer, and this combination may not have a length in excess of 65
feet.

(5) (a) The length of a vehicle combination consisting of a truck or truck tractor and one pole
trailer or semitrailer hauling raw logs may not exceed 75 feet in overall length. As used in this subsection
(5)(a), the term "length" means the total length of the vehicle combination beginning at the front of the
front bumper of the truck or truck tractor and extending to the most distant end of the logs being
hauled. A term permit for an overlength vehicle combination, as provided in 61-10-124(2), does not
apply to the vehicle combination described in this subsection (5)(a). A vehicle combination exceeding 75
feet must have a trip permit.

(b) The maximum overhang of any log may not exceed 15 feet, except by special, single-trip
permit. Overhang is measured from the center of the rear-most axle to the most distant end of the logs
being hauled.

(c) The provisions in subsections (5)(a) and (5)(b) do not apply to a vehicle combination hauling
utility poles.

(6) As used in this chapter, the following definitions apply:

(a) "Axle" means a transverse beam that is the common axis of rotation of one or more wheels
and that, to receive credit for allowable total gross loading, must be capable of continuously
transmitting a proportionate share of the total gross load to the roadway when the axle is in operation.

(b) "Combination length" means the total length of a combination of vehicles, such as a truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination, measured from the front bumper of the motor vehicle to the
back bumper or rear extremity of the last trailer, including the connection tongues.

(c) "Combined trailer length" means the total length of a combination of trailers measured from
the front of the first trailer to the back of the last trailer, including the connection tongues and loads.

(d) "Length", except as provided in subsection (5)(a), means the total longitudinal dimension of
a single vehicle, a trailer, or a semitrailer. The length of a trailer or semitrailer is measured from the
front of the cargo-carrying unit to its rear, exclusive of safety or energy efficiency devices, air-
conditioning units, air compressors, flexible fender extensions, splash and spray suppressant devices,
bolsters, mechanical fastening devices, and hydraulic lift gates.

(e) "Rocky Mountain double" means a combination of vehicles that includes a truck tractor
pulling a long semitrailer and a shorter trailer.

(f) "Steering axle" means an axle that pivots at the hub to allow the wheel to follow the travel of
the vehicle. A steering axle is capable of being steered but need not always be connected to a steering
wheel.

61-10-107. (Temporary) Maximum gross weight. (1) (a) An axle may not carry a load in excess of
20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or less than 96 inches apart may
carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to the road by all
wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart,
extending across the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or less apart



are considered to be a single axle. Except as provided in subsection (1)(b), the maximum gross weight
allowed on a vehicle, group of axles, or combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula:

W = 500((LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36)

in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheelbase in feet, and N equals number of axles,
except that two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each if the
overall distance between the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or
more. The maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle may not exceed the weight limits adopted by the
department. The department shall adopt rules for weight limits based upon the most recent version of
23 CFR, part 658, appendix c, for vehicles operating in Montana.

(b) A vehicle traveling on U.S. highway 93 from the border between Canada and the United
States to 10 miles south of the border is subject to the specific maximum allowable gross weight limit
provided in rules adopted by the department but is not subject to maximum gross weight limits
determined by the formula in subsection (1)(a).

(2) (a) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the requirements of subsection (1), except
for the steering axle, all axles weighing over 11,000 pounds must have at least four tires or have wide-
base tires. The maximum load on an axle, other than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is
limited to 500 pounds for each inch of tire width.

(b) The provisions of subsection (2)(a) do not apply to passenger buses.

(c) For the purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inches in
nominal width. The maximum tire weight limit is computed for wide-base tires based on the number of
inches shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is
computed by conversion of the metric size.

(3) This section does not apply to highways that are a part of the national system of interstate
and defense highways (as referred to in 23 U.S.C. 127) when application of this section would prevent
this state from receiving federal funds for highway purposes. (Terminates on occurrence of contingency-
-sec. 2, Ch. 342, L. 2005.)

61-10-107. (Effective on occurrence of contingency) Maximum gross weight. (1) An axle may not carry
a load in excess of 20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or less than 96
inches apart may carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. An axle load is the total load transmitted to
the road by all wheels whose centers are included between two parallel transverse vertical planes 40
inches apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle. For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches
or less apart are considered to be a single axle. The maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle, group
of axles, or combination of vehicles must be determined by the formula:

W =500((LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36)

in which W equals gross weight, L equals wheelbase in feet, and N equals number of axles,
except that two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load of 34,000 pounds each if the
overall distance between the first and last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or
more. The maximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle may not exceed the weight limits adopted by the
department. The department shall adopt rules for weight limits based upon the most recent version of
23 CFR, part 658, appendix c, for vehicles operating in Montana.

(2) (a) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the requirements of subsection (1), except
for the steering axle, all axles weighing over 11,000 pounds must have at least four tires or have wide-



base tires. The maximum load on an axle, other than a steering axle, equipped with wide-base tires is
limited to 500 pounds for each inch of tire width.

(b) The provisions of subsection (2)(a) do not apply to passenger buses.

(c) For the purposes of this section, wide-base tires are tires that are 14 or more inches in
nominal width. The maximum tire weight limit is computed for wide-base tires based on the number of
inches shown on the tire marking, or if the tire marking is shown by metric size, the tire weight limit is
computed by conversion of the metric size.

(3) This section does not apply to highways that are a part of the national system of interstate
and defense highways (as referred to in 23 U.S.C. 127) when application of this section would prevent
this state from receiving federal funds for highway purposes.

61-10-109. Operation without special permits prohibited. The operation of vehicles or combinations of
vehicles having dimensions or weights in excess of the maximum limits specified in 61-10-101 through
61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-108 is permitted only if authorized by special permit issued
under 61-10-121 through 61-10-125 by the department of transportation or its agents or the highway
patrol.

61-10-121. Permits for excess size and weight -- agents. (1) (a) Upon application and with good cause
shown, the department of transportation, or its agent under subsection (3), and local authorities in their
respective jurisdictions may issue telephonically or in writing a special permit authorizing the applicant
to operate or move a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing of a size or weight
exceeding the maximum specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110
upon a highway under the jurisdiction of and for the maintenance of which the body granting the permit
is responsible. However, only the department may issue permits for movement of a vehicle or
combination of vehicles carrying built-up or reducible loads in excess of 9 feet in width or exceeding the
length, height, or weight specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110.
This permit must be issued in the public interest. A carrier receiving this permit must have public liability
and property damage insurance for the protection of the traveling public as a whole. A permit may not
be issued for a period greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid, including grace
periods, as provided in this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion
of the department, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required by the state
governs the issuance of a special permit.

(b) The department may issue to dealers in implements of husbandry and self-propelled
machinery oversize permits. The permits may be transferred from unit to unit by the dealer, for the fee
set forth in 61-10-124. These oversize permits may not restrict dealers in implements of husbandry and
self-propelled machinery from traveling on a Saturday or Sunday and expire on December 31 of each
year, with no grace period. For the purposes of this section, a dealer in implements of husbandry or self-
propelled machinery must be a resident of the state. A post-office box number is not a permanent
address under this section.

(2) The applicant for a special permit shall specifically describe the powered vehicle or towing
vehicle and generally describe the type of vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing
to be operated or moved and the particular state highways over which the vehicle, combination of
vehicles, load, object, or other thing is to be moved and whether the permit is required for a single trip
or for continuous operation.

(3) The department may enter into a contract with a private party to act as an agent of the
department for the purpose of issuing, in writing, a special permit allowed under this section.



61-10-122. Discretion of issuer -- conditions. The department of transportation or local authority may
issue or withhold a special permit at its discretion or, if the permit is issued, limit the number of trips or
establish seasonal or other time limitations within which the vehicle, combination of vehicles, load,
object, or other thing described may be operated on the public highways indicated, or otherwise limit or
prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing
when necessary to assure against damage to the road foundation, surfaces, or structures or safety of
traffic, and may require an undertaking or other security considered necessary to compensate for injury
to a roadway or road structure. During harvest no permit may be denied to oversize harvest or harvest-
related agricultural machinery solely on the grounds that the travel takes place on a Saturday or Sunday.
No permit may be denied to dealers in implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery solely on
the grounds that the travel may take place on a Saturday or Sunday.

61-10-124. (Temporary) Special permits -- fees. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2)(d) and (4), in
addition to the regular registration and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for each trip permit and a
fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size in excess of that specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-
104 must be paid for all movements under special permits on the public highways under the jurisdiction
of the department of transportation.

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsections (2)(b), (2)(d), (2)(f), (2)(h), (4), and (5), term or blanket
permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in
excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess of
95 feet; or an overheight vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet or of
a limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess
of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. Except as provided in subsection (2)(g), a Rocky Mountain
double may not exceed 81 feet in combined trailer length. A Rocky Mountain double is not subject to a
combination length limit. Special permits for vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more
than two units designed for or used to carry a load are not permitted except as provided in subsections
(4) and (5). Special permits for vehicle combinations may specify and special permits under subsections
(4) and (5) must specify highway routing and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the
vehicle or combination, including but not limited to required equipment, speed, stability, operational
procedures, and insurance.

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implements of husbandry and self-propelled
machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection (2)(a). This permit expires on
December 31 of each year, with no grace period.

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61-10-201 and with payment
of the fee prescribed in subsection (1), allowable gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle
is 80,000 pounds.

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length
but does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck tractor-
semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid
interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange
on the interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a
terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the
interchange. The fee for this permit is $125.

(e) Aterm permit may be issued for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the
semitrailer exceeds 53 feet in length but does not exceed 57 feet in length.

(f) (i) An annual permit may be issued for nondivisible loads up to 120 feet in length. The fee for
this permit is $125.



(ii) Portions of a nondivisible load hauled on a public road off of the interstate highway may be
detached and reloaded on the same hauling unit if the separate pieces are necessary to the operation of
the machine or equipment that is being hauled and if the arrangement does not exceed limits for which
a permit may be issued.

(iii) An applicant for a nondivisible load permit for use as provided in subsection (6)(b) is
responsible for providing information regarding the number of work hours required to dismantle the
load.

(iv) For use as provided in subsection (6)(b) and for the purposes of this section, emergency
response vehicles and casks designed and used for the transport of spent nuclear materials are
considered nondivisible loads.

(g) A Rocky Mountain double carrying baled hay may not exceed 88 feet of combined trailer
length.

(h) Aterm permit may be issued for an overlength vehicle moving a mobile home or a
manufactured home, as defined in 15-24-201, when the vehicle does not exceed 110 feet in length or 16
feet in width.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), a permit may not be issued for a period of time
greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, including grace
periods allowed by this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of
the department of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required
by the state governs the issuance of a special permit.

(4) The department may issue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-
trailer or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions:
(a) the combination may be operated only on highways that are part of the federal-aid
interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate
system on other highways only in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal.
When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal

and the interchange.

(b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over or tilt-cab truck tractor or a truck may not
exceed an overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional truck tractor may not exceed an
overall length of 110 feet, inclusive of the front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(d) an individual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102
inches in width;

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-201 must be paid on the truck or truck tractor for the
declared registered gross weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed the formula in 61-
10-107;

(f) the combination must have a special overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term
permit or $20 for each trip permit;

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to specific routes, hours of operation, specific
days, or seasonal periods; and

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions determined by the department to be
necessary. The permit is not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

(5) The department of transportation may issue special permits under subsection (4) for vehicle
combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

(a) the vehicle combination's overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is not more
than 95 feet; and

(b) the person, firm, or corporation applying for the permit:



(i) restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the hauling of talc ore,
chlorite, dolomite, limestone, and custom combine equipment;

(ii) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987;

(iii) restricts the truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the specified routes
that those vehicles used before July 1, 1987; and

(iv) provides the department of transportation with an affidavit confirming the routes used
before July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a "nondivisible load" is:

(a) on public roads off of interstate highways, a load that cannot be readily or reasonably
dismantled and that is reduced to a minimum practical size and weight;

(b) oninterstate highways, a load or vehicle exceeding applicable length or weight limits that, if
separated into smaller loads or vehicles, would:

(i) compromise the intended use of the vehicle;

(ii) destroy the value of the load or vehicle; or

(iii) require more than 8 work hours to dismantle using appropriate equipment. (Void on
occurrence of contingency--sec. 2, Ch. 285, L. 2003.)

61-10-124. (Effective on occurrence of contingency) Special permits -- fees. (1) Except as provided in
subsections (2)(d) and (4), in addition to the regular registration and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of
$10 for each trip permit and a fee of $75 for each term permit issued for size in excess of that specified
in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 must be paid for all movements under special permits on the public
highways under the jurisdiction of the department of transportation.

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsections (2)(b), (2)(d), (2)(f), (2)(g), (4), and (5), term or blanket
permits may not be issued for an overwidth vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in
excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess of
95 feet; or an overheight vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of 14 feet or of
a limit determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in excess
of these dimensions is limited to trip permits. A Rocky Mountain double may not exceed 81 feet in
combined trailer length. A Rocky Mountain double is not subject to a combination length limit. Special
permits for vehicle combinations of more than two trailers or more than two units designed for or used
to carry a load are not permitted except as provided in subsections (4) and (5). Special permits for
vehicle combinations may specify and special permits under subsections (4) and (5) must specify
highway routing and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of operation of the vehicle or combination,
including but not limited to required equipment, speed, stability, operational procedures, and insurance.

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in implements of husbandry and self-propelled
machinery for an overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection (2)(a). This permit expires on
December 31 of each year, with no grace period.

(c) With payment of the appropriate gross weight fees required by 61-10-201 and with payment
of the fee prescribed in subsection (1), allowable gross weight of a five-axle combination logging vehicle
is 80,000 pounds.

(d) A term permit may be issued for any combination of vehicles that exceeds 95 feet in length
but does not exceed 100 feet in combination length, except a truck-trailer-trailer or a truck tractor-
semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination, for travel only on highways that are part of the federal-aid
interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, or on other highways within a 2-mile radius of an interchange
on the interstate system in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal. When a
terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal and the
interchange. The fee for this permit is $125.



(e) Aterm permit may be issued for a truck tractor-semitrailer combination when the
semitrailer exceeds 53 feet in length but does not exceed 57 feet in length.

(f) (i) An annual permit may be issued for nondivisible loads up to 120 feet in length. The fee for
this permit is $125.

(ii) Portions of a nondivisible load hauled on a public road off of the interstate highway may be
detached and reloaded on the same hauling unit if the separate pieces are necessary to the operation of
the machine or equipment that is being hauled and if the arrangement does not exceed limits for which
a permit may be issued.

(iii) An applicant for a nondivisible load permit for use as provided in subsection (6)(b) is
responsible for providing information regarding the number of work hours required to dismantle the
load.

(iv) For use as provided in subsection (6)(b) and for the purposes of this section, emergency
response vehicles and casks designed and used for the transport of spent nuclear materials are
considered nondivisible loads.

(g) A term permit may be issued for an overlength vehicle moving a mobile home or a
manufactured home, as defined in 15-24-201, when the vehicle does not exceed 110 feet in length or 16
feet in width.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), a permit may not be issued for a period of time
greater than the period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in this title, including grace
periods allowed by this title. Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at the discretion of
the department of transportation, purchase permits to expire with their registration. A license required
by the state governs the issuance of a special permit.

(4) The department may issue special permits to the operating company for a truck-trailer-
trailer or truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer-trailer combination of vehicles under the following conditions:
(a) the combination may be operated only on highways that are part of the federal-aid
interstate system, as defined in 60-1-103, and within a 2-mile radius of an interchange on the interstate
system on other highways only in order to obtain necessary services or to load or unload at a terminal.
When a terminal is beyond a 2-mile radius, the department may authorize travel between the terminal

and the interchange.

(b) a combination of vehicles powered by a cab-over or tilt-cab truck tractor or a truck may not
exceed an overall length of 105 feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(c) a combination of vehicles powered by a conventional truck tractor may not exceed an
overall length of 110 feet, inclusive of the front and rear bumpers and overhang;

(d) an individual cargo unit of the combination may not exceed 28 1/2 feet in length and 102
inches in width;

(e) gross weight fees under 61-10-201 must be paid on the truck or truck tractor for the
declared registered gross weight of the special vehicle combination, but not to exceed the formula in 61-
10-107;

(f) the combination must have a special overlength permit issued at a fee of $200 for a term
permit or $20 for each trip permit;

(g) travel of the combination may be restricted to specific routes, hours of operation, specific
days, or seasonal periods; and

(h) the department may enforce any other restrictions determined by the department to be
necessary. The permit is not transferable, and the fee for the permit is $200.

(5) The department of transportation may issue special permits under subsection (4) for vehicle
combinations that consist of a truck-trailer-trailer if:

(a) the vehicle combination's overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, is not more
than 95 feet; and



(b) the person, firm, or corporation applying for the permit:

(i) restricts truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the hauling of talc ore,
chlorite, dolomite, limestone, and custom combine equipment;

(ii) operated the truck-trailer-trailer combination before July 1, 1987;

(iii) restricts the truck-trailer-trailer operations authorized by the permit to the specified routes
that those vehicles used before July 1, 1987; and

(iv) provides the department of transportation with an affidavit confirming the routes used
before July 1, 1987, for truck-trailer-trailer operations.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a "nondivisible load" is:

(a) on public roads off of interstate highways, a load that cannot be readily or reasonably
dismantled and that is reduced to a minimum practical size and weight;

(b) oninterstate highways, a load or vehicle exceeding applicable length or weight limits that, if
separated into smaller loads or vehicles, would:

(i) compromise the intended use of the vehicle;

(ii) destroy the value of the load or vehicle; or

(iii) require more than 8 work hours to dismantle using appropriate equipment.

61-10-125. Other fees. (1) There is charged for a single trip permit for a load that is over the gross
allowable load provided for by the formula in 61-10-107(1) but that does not exceed axle limits set forth
in 61-10-107(1):

(a) $10 for distances to and including 100 miles;

(b) $30 for distances from 101 to 199 miles; and

(c) S50 for distances over 200 miles traveled.

(2) (a) There is charged a fee of:

(i) $200 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1) but
that does not exceed a total of 5,000 pounds in excess axle weight;

(i) $500 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1) but
that does not exceed a total of 10,000 pounds in excess axle weight, with no single axle exceeding 5,000
pounds in excess axle weight;

(iii) $750 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1) but
that does not exceed a total of 15,000 pounds in excess axle weight, with no single axle exceeding 5,000
pounds in excess axle weight;

(iv) $1,000 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1)
but that does not exceed a total of 20,000 pounds in excess axle weight, with no single axle exceeding
5,000 pounds in excess axle weight and no tandem axle exceeding 15,000 pounds in excess axle weight;

(v) $1,500 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1) but
that does not exceed a total of 25,000 pounds in excess axle weight, with no axle or axle group
exceeding the maximum weight allowed by a weight analysis conducted by the department of
transportation;

(vi) $2,000 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1)
but that does not exceed a total of 30,000 pounds in excess axle weight, with no axle or axle group
exceeding the maximum weight allowed by a weight analysis conducted by the department of
transportation;

(vii) $3,000 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1)
but that does not exceed a total of 35,000 pounds in excess axle weight, with no axle or axle group
exceeding the maximum weight allowed by a weight analysis conducted by the department of
transportation;
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(viii) $4,000 for a term permit for a load that is in excess of the limits set forth in 61-10-107(1)
but that does not exceed a total of 40,000 pounds in excess axle weight, with no axle or axle group
exceeding the maximum weight allowed by a weight analysis conducted by the department of
transportation.

(b) The fees provided in subsection (2)(a) are annual fees but may be prorated on a quarterly
basis and may be paid quarterly, semiannually, or annually. However, if the fee is paid other than
annually, there is an additional fee of $10 each time a fee is paid.

(c) A permitissued under this subsection (2) is valid for a period of no less than 1 calendar
quarter and no more than 1 calendar year.

(d) The department of transportation or its agent may not issue a term permit for loads that
exceed 10,000 pounds in excess axle weight unless the person applying for the term permit has
obtained approval from the department of transportation, through a weight analysis, for the
configuration of the vehicle.

(3) There is charged for a permit to move a load that exceeds the single axle, tandem axle, or
axle group limits set forth in 61-10-107(1) the following fee based upon the sum of excess in axle or axle
group weights:

Total Excess Axle Weight Calculated Cost of

(pounds) 25 Miles of Travel
(dollars)

5,000 3.50

10,000 7.00

15,000 10.50

20,000 14.00

25,000 17.50

30,000 21.00

35,000 24.50

40,000 28.00

45,000 31.50

50,000 35.00

55,000 38.50

60,000 42.00

65,000 45.50

70,000 49.00

75,000 52.50

80,000 56.00

85,000 59.50

90,000 63.00

95,000 66.50

100,000 70.00

over 100,000 70.00 + 3.50 per 5,000 lbs. or

part of 5,000 Ibs. in excess of 100,000 Ibs.

(4) For purposes of subsection (3):

(a) mileage must be rounded off in units of 25 miles and mileage in excess of a 25-mile
increment must be assessed at the next higher 25-mile increment; and

(b) weight must be rounded off in 5,000-pound increments and weight in excess of a 5,000-
pound increment must be assessed at the next higher 5,000-pound increment.
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(5) A vehicle must be licensed to the maximum allowable weight authorized under 61-10-107
before an overweight permit may be issued.

61-10-126. Deposit of fees. All fees collected under 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106
through 61-10-125 must be forwarded to the department of revenue for deposit in the highway
nonrestricted account in the state special revenue fund.

61-10-128. When authorities may restrict right to use roadway. (1) A local authority may not alter the
limitations provided in 61-10-101 through 61-10-104 and 61-10-106 through 61-10-110 or substitute
other limitations or requirements, except as provided in this section.

(2) The department of transportation by order, or a local road authority by ordinance or
resolution, may prohibit the operation of or impose restrictions on the weight and speed of a vehicle
traveling on a public highway under its respective jurisdiction and for which it is responsible for
maintenance whenever the highway will be seriously damaged or destroyed by deterioration, rain,
snow, or other climatic conditions, unless the use of vehicles on the highway is prohibited or the
permissible vehicle weights and speed are reduced. The department of transportation or the authority
that enacts the ordinance or resolution shall erect signs designating the department's order or the
authority's ordinance or resolution at each end of that portion of the highway affected, and the order,
ordinance, or resolution is not effective until the signs are erected. The department of transportation or
the authority by ordinance or resolution may prohibit the operation of trucks or other commercial
vehicles or impose limitations on their weight on designated highways, subject to the provisions of
subsection (3). These prohibitions and limitations must be designated by appropriate signs placed on the
highways.

(3) Neither the department of transportation nor a local authority may prohibit the operation of
or impose a restriction on the weight of a vehicle loaded with perishable seed potatoes that is traveling
on a public highway if:

(a) the vehicle is being operated within its legal licensed gross vehicle weight;

(b) the driver possesses a federal-state inspection certificate issued for the load; and

(c) the vehicle takes the most direct route from the point of loading to the nearest
nonrestricted road.

(4) Hay grinders and their towing units are exempt from weight limits imposed by the
department of transportation under this section.

69-4-601. Movement of structures and interference with wires -- notice required. No person, firm, or
corporation moving, hauling, or transporting any house, building, derrick, or other structure shall cut,
move, raise, or in any manner interfere with an electric light or electric power wire or poles or with
telephone or telegraph wires, cables, messenger wires, guy wires, or poles without giving notice to the
owner or agent of said wires or poles, as hereinafter provided.

69-4-602. Notice of move -- cost estimate. (1) The person, firm, or corporation moving a house,
building, derrick, or other structure shall give the person, firm, or corporation owning or controlling the
wires, cables, or poles affected by the movement of a structure, at both the person's, firm's, or
corporation's principal office and nearest office within the state, not less than 10 days' written notice of
the proposed time and place of moving a structure.

(2) The owner of the wires, cables, or poles shall give the mover a written estimate of the total
cost of all work related to cutting or raising the wires or cables or moving the poles, including travel
time, at least 3 days prior to the move or within 10 days after receipt of the written notice of the move,
whichever time comes sooner.
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(3) The estimate of the total cost required under this section must be developed in accordance
with the cost schedule filed as provided in subsection (4).

(4) A public utility, cable television company, or unregulated telecommunications provider with
wires, cables, or poles in Montana shall file with the commission, by April 1 of each year, an application
for approval of a cost schedule for labor and equipment for all work related to cutting or raising wires or
cables or moving poles. The cost schedule is effective on a temporary basis, subject to a rebate and a
surcharge as provided in 69-3-304, 30 days after the filing of a cost schedule and pending a final order of
the commission, unless the commission first determines that the cost schedule is above cost.

69-4-603. Procedure to accomplish move -- payment of cost. (1) In order to accomplish moving a
house, building, derrick, or other structure through an area in which wires, cables, or poles impede the
movement, the person, firm, or corporation who owns or controls the wires, cables, or poles and who
has received the notice required by 69-4-602 shall furnish competent workers to raise or cut the wires
or cables or move the poles as necessary to facilitate moving the house, building, derrick, or other
structure.

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), the necessary and actual costs of raising or
cutting wires or cables or moving poles to facilitate the movement of a house, building, derrick, other
structure, or prefabricated structure that is intended to be moved from the place of fabrication, storage
facility, or dealer's lot, determined in accordance with the schedule filed under 69-4-602, must be paid
by the mover.

(b) The necessary and actual costs of raising or cutting wires or cables or moving poles to
facilitate the movement of a structure, determined in accordance with the schedule filed under 69-4-
602, must be shared equally by the mover and the owner of the wires, cables, or poles if the structure is
owned by a person for occupancy or use by that person.

(3) A mover may not raise, cut, or in any way interfere with wires, cables, or poles unless the
person, firm, or corporation who owns or controls the wires, cables, or poles refuses, after having been
notified as required by 69-4-602, to raise or cut the wires or cables or move the poles.

(4) The mover shall make a prepayment of a portion of the total cost estimated under 69-4-602
in advance of the move as follows:

(a) if the structure is moved through or out of the service territory of the owner of the wires,
cables, or poles, 100% of the mover's share pursuant to subsection (2); or

(b) if the structure is delivered to a place within the service territory of the owner of the wires,
cables, or poles, 50% of the mover's share pursuant to subsection (2).

(5) The owner of the wires, cables, or poles may waive the prepayment requirement or accept a
bond or other financial instrument in lieu of payment.

(6) The mover shall pay the mover's share of all actual costs under subsection (2) in excess of
any prepayment made under subsection (4) within 30 days of the move.

(7) If the prepayment made under subsection (4) exceeds the mover's share of actual costs
under subsection (2), the owner of the wires, cables, or poles shall refund the difference to the mover
within 30 days of the move.

69-4-604. Unlawful interference with lines. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation
engaged as principal or employee in moving any house, building, derrick, or other structure, as provided
in this part, to move, touch, cut, molest, or in any way interfere with any electric light, electric power,
telephone, or telegraph wires, cables, messenger wires, or guy wires or any poles bearing any such
wires, except in compliance with the provisions of this part.
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ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

18.8.431 MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE WEIGHT

(1) The maximum allowable gross weight for vehicle combinations hauling divisible loads is 131,060
pounds. Vehicles and vehicle combinations hauling divisible loads must comply with the federal bridge
formula found in 61-10-107, MCA, unless otherwise provided for in statute, federal regulations or
department rules.

(2) The maximum allowable gross weight for vehicle combinations hauling divisible loads and operating
under the provisions of 23 CFR 658, appendix C, April 1, 2010 edition, is 137,800 pounds.

18.8.511A WHEN FLAG VEHICLES ARE REQUIRED

(1) Unless otherwise specified in statute or this chapter, flag vehicles are required for vehicles operating
under special permit if one or more of the following conditions apply:

(a) when traveling on interstate highways:

(i) width over 16.5 feet, one rear flag vehicle;

(ii) length over 120 feet, one rear flag vehicle;

(b) when traveling on noninterstate highways:

(i) width over 12.5 feet, to and including 16.5 feet, one front flag vehicle;

(ii) width over 16.5 feet, one front and one rear flag vehicle;

(iii) length over 110 feet, one rear flag vehicle.

(2) A rear flag vehicle escort is not required for a vehicle that exceeds 12 feet 6 inches in width, that is
hauling or towing an implement of husbandry, construction equipment, or forestry equipment, and that
is operating under 61-10-102 (5), MCA, or as authorized by special permit if the vehicle is operating at
highway speed or with the flow of traffic.

(3) A vehicle or load not equipped as required in ARM 18.8.510B must use one front and one rear flag
vehicle for all travel.

(4) If a vehicle or load is not required to have a flag vehicle for interstate travel, and the permitted load
is not subject to ARM 18.8.602, no flag vehicle is required for a radius of two miles of an interstate
interchange.

18.8.901 CONFISCATION OF PERMITS

(1) Any violation of a special permit, will be grounds for confiscation by an inspecting officer.

(2) A violation is considered as such whether it is violation of the laws of Montana, conditions attached
to the permit, or the rules and regulations established by the department of transportation. Actions
contrary to the rules of suspension as classified below will also be considered a violation.

(3) In each case where a violation of special permit is apparent to the inspecting officer, the violated
portion of the permit will be confiscated. The inspecting officer will notify the M.C.S. office in Helena.
(4) At the discretion of the department, the permittee may purchase a special movement permit to
reach a destination which shall be at the discretion of the inspecting officer, either to a point of safety
for the traveling public or to a point of actual destination.

18.8.902 ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

(1) The following administrative penalties will result from the violations of a special permit issued to the
permittee:

(a) First violation - re-issue new permit.

(b) Second violation - 24-hour suspension.

(c) Third violation - 30-day suspension.

(d) Fourth violation - 60-day suspension.
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(e) Fifth violation - 90-day suspension.

(f) For violations exceeding the fifth violation, the permittee must apply in writing to the administrator
of the motor carrier services division for a new permit.

(2) In addition to the penalties set forth above, in order to protect the safety of the traveling public,
permit privileges may be revoked by the administrator of the motor carrier services division for failure
by the permittee to comply with any state or federal commercial motor carrier requirements. In making
a determination whether to revoke permit privileges under this rule, the administrator shall take into
consideration the nature and number of violations by the permittee as well as the need to protect the
safety of the traveling public and the protection of personal and public property.

(3) Notice of administrative penalties or revocation of privileges pursuant to this rule shall:

(a) be given in writing;

(b) clearly state the reason or reasons for revocation; and

(c) advise the permittee of the right to appeal the decision to the Montana transportation commission.

18.8.1101 MOVEMENT OF HOUSES, BUILDINGS, EXTREMELY HEAVY MACHINERY, AND OTHER LARGE
AND UNUSUAL OBJECTS

(1) Movement by special permit of houses, buildings, heavy machinery and other large and unusual
objects, which do not qualify under other rules and regulations of the department of transportation,
shall be at the discretion of the department of transportation. Only the administrator of the motor
carrier services division or his designee may impose other specific requirements in addition to those
specified in other rules to ensure safety of the traveling public and protect department property.

(2) When a manufactured home, double wide mobile home, modular home, or modular building has
been assembled, the department may allow the building to be moved as one unit, with housemoving
equipment, as a building, under a special permit.

(3) Application shall be made upon an M.C.S. form 32-j or other form specified by the department of
transportation. These forms are available from the Motor Carrier Services Division, 2701 Prospect
Avenue, Helena, MT; by mail request to P.O. Box 4639, Helena, MT 59604-9927; by phone (406) 444-
6130; or on-line at the department web site: www.mdt.mt.gov.

(4) Any special permit must be approved by the Helena M.C.S. office. Special permits in this rule must
be approved by the department and may require written approval of local jurisdictions, utility
companies and private property owners before the special permit may be issued. The administrator of
the motor carrier services division may disapprove a 32-j application.

(5) The permittee shall furnish flag vehicles, flag persons, and such signs as required by the department
of transportation. Whenever a move is proposed which requires using the opposite side of an interstate
highway, traveling against traffic, or using the authorized crossover on interstate highways, the mover
shall establish a work zone. Signing and traffic control must comply with the requirements of the
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) , 2003 edition, which is incorporated by reference.
Copies are available from the Motor Carrier Services Division, P.O. Box 4639, Helena, MT 59604-9927,
(406) 444-6130.

(6) The permittee shall not delay traffic in excess of 10 minutes. The applicant shall make every possible
effort to keep other traffic moving at all times.

(7) The permittee shall furnish such insurance as the department of transportation may require.

(8) The permittee shall be responsible for obtaining all necessary clearance or permits from city, county,
or public utility.

(9) Advance notice of any movement may be required by the department of transportation.

(10) The permittee is responsible for damage to department property. Failure to correct damage to
department property could result in revocation of permit privileges. Repairs not accomplished within 48
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hours of completion of the move will be repaired by the department and expenses incurred by the
department will be billed to the permittee.

(11) Convoys of a maximum of two buildings or loads will be allowed on a case-by-case basis, and an
application must be submitted in writing to the administrator of the motor carrier services division.
Additional restrictions may apply to assure safety and convenience for the traveling public and
protection of public and private property.

(12) Class one dimensions and moving requirements consist of the following:

(a) width exceeds 18 feet but does not exceed 34 feet; or

(b) height exceeds 17 feet but does not exceed 24 feet; or

(c) length exceeds 150 feet but does not exceed 200 feet overall length; and

(d) the district administrator or his designee will approve or disapprove form 32-j in two working days;
(e) class one buildings or loads may be moved only during daylight hours, Monday through Friday. No
travel is allowed on holidays or holiday weekends. No travel is allowed after 3 p.m. on Friday until
sunrise on Monday on routes indicated on the "red route restrictions" map. In the best interests of the
traveling public, the administrator of the motor carrier services division may authorize travel at times
other than those specified in this rule; and

(f) the "red route restrictions" map is available from the Motor Carrier Services Division, P.O. Box 4639,
Helena, MT 59604-9927, (406) 444-6130.

(13) Class two dimensions and moving requirements consist of the following:

(a) width exceeds 34 feet; or

(b) height exceeds 24 feet, or if height of building or load or route requires utilities to cut power lines; or
(c) length exceeds 200 feet overall length; and

(d) route of travel requires establishment of a work zone;

(e) $15,000 bond must be on file in the Helena motor carrier services division;

(f) the district administrator or his designee will approve or disapprove form 32-j in five working days;
and

(g) travel is allowed during daylight hours only, from sunrise Monday until Friday at 3 p.m. In the best
interests of the traveling public, the administrator of the motor carrier services division may authorize
travel at times other than those specified in this rule.

(14) Class three moving requirements consist of the following:

(a) weight requires approval of the department's bridge bureau; and

(b) width does not exceed 18 feet;

(c) height does not exceed 17 feet;

(d) length does not exceed 150 feet; and

(e) the requirements of ARM 18.8.509, 18.8.510B, 18.8.511A, 18.8.602, and rules of this subchapter
determine hours of travel and other restrictions applicable to a class three load.

(15) Flag vehicle requirements consist of the following:

(a) interstate highways, class one:

(i) width requires one front flag vehicle and two rear flag vehicles;

(ii) length requires one rear flag vehicle;

(b) noninterstate highways, class one:

(i) width requires two front flag vehicles and one rear flag vehicle;

(i) length requires one front flag vehicle and one rear flag vehicle;

(c) interstate highways, class two:

(i) width requires one front flag vehicle and two rear flag vehicles;

(ii) length requires one rear flag vehicle;

(iii) height, if height requires utilities to cut power lines, one front flag vehicle is required;

(d) noninterstate highways, class two:
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(i) width requires two front flag vehicles and two rear flag vehicles;

(ii) length requires one front flag vehicle and one rear flag vehicle;

(iii) height, if height requires utilities to cut power lines, one front flag vehicle and one rear flag vehicle
are required;

(e) noninterstate highways, class two:

(i) flag vehicles are required if the route analysis conducted by the department's bridge bureau
determines that the load must be moved under conditions of ARM 18.8.602, and must cross structures
at the centerline; and

(f) noninterstate highways, class three:

(i) flag vehicles are required if the load meets any of the requirements of ARM 18.8.511A and/or
18.8.601.

(16) Additional flag vehicles for all class one, class two and class three moves may be required if road
construction, route of travel, or other conditions impose a hazard.

(17) A single 32-j application is required if the vehicle or load meets the requirements of more than one
class. Example: a load that is 20 feet wide and requires a weight approval is a class one and a class three
move.
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