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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act revising how the conm ssioner

of political practices is selected; anmending sections 13-37-102

and 13-37-104, MCA;, and providing an i medi ate effective date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 13-37-102, MCA, is anended to read:

"13-37-102. Creation of office -- selection -- renoval. (1)

There is a comm ssioner of political practices who is appointed
by the governor, subject to confirmation by a mgjority of the
senat e.

(2) (a) A four—renber five-nenber selection conmttee

conposed of the speaker of the house, the president of the
senate, andtd the mnority | eaders of both houses of the

legislature, and a fifth nenber selected as provided in

subsection (2)(b) shall submt to the governor a list of not |ess

than two or nore than five nanes of individuals for the

governor—s——constderati+onr conm ssioner _position. A mjority of the

menbers of the selection conmttee shall agree upon each

nom nati on.

(b) The fifth nenmber of the selection conmmittee shall be

selected by a majority of the four nenbers specified in

subsection (2)(a). |If the four nmenbers fail to select the fifth
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menber, a mpjority of the state suprene court shall select the

fifth nenber. The fifth nenber shall serve as the sel ection

committee's presiding officer.

(c) The governor shall appoint the conmm ssioner fromthe

list of nanes submtted by the sel ection comittee.

t2(3) The individual selected to serve as conmm ssioner may
be renoved by the governor prior to the expiration of the term
only for inconpetence, nalfeasance, or neglect of duty. The
governor's decision to renove the comm ssioner nust be stated in
witing, and the sufficiency of the governor's stated causes for
removing the comm ssioner is subject to judicial review"
{Internal References to 13-37-102:

x2- 15- 411 x13-27-111 x13-37-101 x13- 37- 104
x13-37-104 }

Section 2. Section 13-37-104, MCA, is anended to read:
"13-37-104. Vacancy. (1) If for any reason a vacancy occurs
in the position of comm ssioner, a successor mnmust be appointed

wHthtA—30—days as provided in 13-37-102¢(%) within 30 days of the
vacancy to serve out the unexpired term Each—roernation The

governor's appoi ntee nust be confirned by the senate, but &

romAation an appoi ntment nmade while the senate is not in session

is effective as an appointnent until the end of the next session.
(2) An individual who is selected to serve out the

unexpired termof a precedi ng comm ssioner and who has served 3

years or nore of an unexpired termis not eligible for

r eappoi nt nent .

(3) An individual who is selected to serve out the
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unexpired termof a precedi ng comm ssioner and who has served
| ess than 3 years nmay be reappointed for a 6-year term as
provided in 13-37-102¢(H-."

{Internal References to 13-37-104:
x13-37-103 }

NEW SECTI ON. Section 3. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
{ Nane : Sheri S. Scurr
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision
Phone : (406) 444-3596
E- Mai | : sscurr @t . gov}
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