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Dear SAVA Members,

A TRS pension lawsuit over changes to the GABA from the 2013 session was filed against
the state today.  The complaint alleges that the reduction from 1.5% to .5% GABA for
teachers was an illegal impairment of contract, and it also alleges the GABA is a property
interest, and that the state’s modification of it was an illegal taking of property .  The
plaintiffs include individuals who retired before the 1999 GABA implementation, a recent
retiree from 2012 that is not yet eligible for GABA, retirees who retired after the 1999
GABA implementation and who were entitled to GABA before HB 377 took effect, a teacher
who is eligible for retirement based on years in service but who has not yet retired, and on
behalf of MEA-MFT.  In effect, the individually named plaintiffs represent a wide variety of
plaintiff classes who became pension members before the effective date of HB 377.

I have attached the pleading, below.  If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call
me.

 

With regards,

K. Virginia (“Ginger”) Aldrich

Legislative Attorney

Montana State Legislature

(406)444-4464

“Law is the public conscience.” – Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan
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