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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating noney to the
departnent of public health and human services to be allocated to
the state's area agencies on aging; requiring a report; and

providing an effective date."

WHEREAS, over the next 10 years the nunber of Mntanans and
their famlies dealing with the chall enges of Al zheiner's disease
is expected to increase by 42% and

VWHEREAS, Al zheiner's disease is the nost costly disease in
the United States; and

WHEREAS, studi es show that about half of the individuals
nmeeting the criteria for Alzheiner's disease and other types of
neur ocognitive di sorders are not di agnosed by a physician; and

WHEREAS, Area Agencies on Aging are the front |line and
primary source of conmunity-based services for seniors and their
famlies, regardless of incone; and

VWHEREAS, Area Agencies on Aging provide in-hone and
communi ty- based services that prevent or del ay
institutionalization, including information about and assi stance
w th accessing public benefits and | ocal community services,
nmeal s, housekeepi ng, transportation, personal care, care
pl anni ng, respite, and caregiver training; and

WHEREAS, Area Agencies on Agi ng have experience serving
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i ndividuals with Al zheiner's di sease and rel ated denentias and
their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, overall funding for Area Agencies on Agi ng has not
kept pace with the increasing demand for services resulting from
the increase in Montana's agi ng popul ati on and the higher cost of
doi ng busi ness; and

WHEREAS, many Area Agencies on Aging have waiting lists for
servi ces and have reduced the frequency or scope of certain
servi ces due to budget constraints.

THEREFORE, the Legislature of the State of Montana finds it
necessary to appropriate additional noney to Area Agencies on
Aging to help fund their services, including those for the
growi ng nunber of individuals with Al zheiner's di sease and
rel ated denentias and their famly caregivers. The appropriation
will allow Area Agencies on Aging to:

(1) help individuals with Al zheinmer's di sease and rel ated
denentias and their famlies to navigate the long-termcare
system by providing education and i nformati on about resources and
assi stance with accessing avail abl e prograns and servi ces;

(2) provide caregiver respite, housekeeping,
transportation, meals, and other in-home and conmunity-based
services that support individuals with Al zheiner's di sease and
related denentias staying in their hones and communities and help
prevent or delay costly institutionalization;

(3) provide famly caregivers with training, such as the
Power ful Tools for Caregivers program and assistance for

connecting with support groups; and
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(4) engage in targeted outreach efforts and form
col | aborative partnerships with local health care providers to

identify individuals and famlies in need of assistance.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Appropriation -- report. (1) There

is appropriated $1.5 mllion fromthe general fund to the
departnment of public health and human services for the biennium
begi nning July 1, 2017, to be allocated to the state's area
agenci es on agi ng.

(2) The area agencies on aging shall report by no later than
Septenber 15, 2018, to the children, famlies, health, and human
services interimcommttee concerning how the appropriation was
used for outreach and services for individuals with Al zheiner's

di sease and rel ated denentias and for their famlies.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2017.

- END -
{ Nane : Al exi s Sandru
Title : Staff Attorney
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision
Phone : 406- 444- 4026
E- Mai | : asandru@rt . gov}
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