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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating noney to the
departnent of public health and human services to increase
service slots under the nedicaid hone and conmunity-based
services waiver for elderly and physically disabled individuals;

and providing an effective date."

WHEREAS, when individuals with Al zheiner's di sease or
rel ated denentias have the opportunity to maintain their dignity
and self-esteemby living at hone or in community residential
settings, their quality of life is increased; and

WHEREAS, many individuals with Al zheiner's di sease or
rel ated denentias deplete their resources and turn to Medicaid to
help themstay in their homes or in assisting living; and

WHEREAS, there is a waiting |ist of 426 individuals for
Medi cai d home and communi ty-based wai ver services who are
entitled to nursing hone care; and

VWHEREAS, the average cost to the Mntana Medicaid program
for nursing home care is significantly nore than the cost for
care in assisted living or in a hone; and

WHEREAS, 92% of Mont anans want for thenselves or their |oved
ones to live at home with assistance or in an assisted living or
group hone in their community if life beconmes difficult due to

illness; and
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VWHEREAS, there is a need to expand Medi caid honme and
communi ty- based wai ver services and incentivize providers to
offer care to Medicaid nenbers in their honmes or in assisted

living rather than in a nursing hone.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Appropriation. The foll ow ng noney

is appropriated fromthe foll ow ng designated funds to the
departnent of public health and human services for the purpose of
i ncreasi ng the nunber of service slots under the hone and
communi ty- based nedi caid services wai ver adm ni stered by the
senior and long-termcare division for elderly and physically
di sabl ed i ndi vi dual s:

Fi scal year 2018 $1, 709, 546 federal special revenue

$922, 954 general fund

Fi scal year 2019 $3, 419, 091 federal special revenue
$1, 845, 909 general fund

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2017.

- END -
{ Nane : Al exi s Sandru
Title : Staff Attorney
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision
Phone : 406- 444- 4026
E- Mai | : asandru@rt . gov}
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