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ABill for an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating noney to the
departnent of public health and hunman services to increase
service slots and enhance rei nbursenent rates under the nedicaid
home and communi ty-based services waiver for elderly and

physi cal |y di sabled individuals; requiring a report; and

providing an effective date."

WHEREAS, when individuals with Al zheiner's di sease or ot her
denmenti as have the opportunity to maintain their dignity and
self-esteemby living at home or in community residential
settings, their quality of life is increased; and

WHEREAS, many individuals with Al zheiner's di sease or ot her
denmentias deplete their resources and turn to Medicaid to help
them stay in their hones or in assisted living; and

VWHEREAS, 504 Montanans who are entitled to nursing honme care
were on the waiting list for Medicaid home and community-based
wai ver services on August 1, 2016; and

VWHEREAS, the average cost to the Montana Medicaid program
for nursing home care is significantly nore than the cost for
care in assisted living or in the hone; and

WHEREAS, 92% of Mont anans want for thenselves or their |oved

ones to live at home with assistance or in an assisted living or
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group honme in their community if life beconmes difficult due to
illness; and
VWHEREAS, there is a need to expand Medi caid honme and

communi ty- based wai ver services and incentivize providers to
offer care to Medicaid nenbers in their homes or in assisted
living settings to assure that Medicaid nenbers can choose the

nost appropriate setting in which to receive care and avoid

unnecessary nursing hone placenent.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Appropriation -- report. (1)(a)

The foll ow ng anbunts are appropriated to the departnent of
public health and human services to increase the nunber of basic
and adult residential service slots under the home and comunity-
based nedi caid services waiver adm ni stered by the senior and
long-termcare division for elderly and physically disabled
i ndi vi dual s:

Fi scal year 2018 $1, 083, 686 federal special revenue

$585, 064 general fund

Fi scal year 2019 $2, 528,601 federal special revenue
$1, 365, 149 general fund
(b) The departnent shall increase the nunber of basic and
adult residential services slots by 200 slots over the biennium
phasing in 50 slots every six nonths of the biennium

(2)(a) The follow ng amounts are appropriated to the
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departnent of public health and human services to increase the
rei nbursenent rate for adult residential service slots in the
home and conmuni ty-based services wai ver adm ni stered by the
senior and long-termcare division for elderly and physically
di sabl ed i ndi vi dual s:

Fi scal year 2018 $2, 185,989 of federal special revenue
$1, 180,178 of general fund

Fi scal year 2019 $3, 990, 608 of federal special revenue
$2, 154, 461 of general fund

(b) The appropriation provided for in this subsection (2)
must be used to:

(1) increase the base daily reinbursenent rate for 85% of
the adult residential slots by $5.80 every six nonths of the
bi enni um and

(1i1) increase the base daily reinbursenent rate for up to
15% of the adult residential slots by $44.90 effective July 1,
2017, to pay for nmenory care for individuals with Al zheiner's
di sease or other denentias.

(3) The departnent shall report to the children, famlies,
heal th, and human services interimconmttee by Sept. 15, 2018,
and to the 66th Legislature as provided in 5-11-210 on the
effectiveness of the increased waiver slots and enhanced
rei mbursenent rates. The report nust include information on:

(a) the use of the new waiver slots;

(b) whether the increased reinbursenent rates led to an

increase in the nunber of providers accepting Medicaid clients;
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(c) whether the percentage of slots designated for nenory
care was adequate to address the need for that care; and
(d) whether fewer patients with Al zheinmer's di sease or
ot her denentias were admtted to state facilities, including the
Mont ana state hospital and the Mntana nental health nursing care
center. If fewer patients were admtted to state facilities, the
departnment nmust estimate the anmount of noney saved by pl acing

fewer individuals with Al zheiner's di sease or denentia in the

facilities.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2017.

- END -
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