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EIGHT COMMON MYTHS ABOUT
CHITD SEXUALABUSE

Few people are aware of the tnre state of the science on child abuse. Instead, most people's
beliefs have been shaped by common misconcepions and popular myttrs about ttriJ triCaen
crime. Societal acceptance of these myths assists sex offenden by silencing victims and
g:::::::::::::::nco$a$lng public denial about the tue nature of sexual assaults against 

"hitdren. 
tne

Leadership Council prepared this onalysis because we believe ttrat society as a whole benefits
when the public haq access to accurate information regarding child abuse and other forms of
interpersonal violence.

Myth l: Normal-appearing, well educated, middle-class
people don't molest children.

One of the public's most dangerous assumptions is the belief that a person who both appears and
acts normal could not be a child molester. Sex offenden are well aware of our prope*ity Ot
making assumptions about private behavior from one's public presentation. f" f*t, * relrrrt
Tq9_ttt ofabuse by priests have shown, child molesters rely on ou misassumptions to
deliberately and carefully set and gain access to child victims.

According to Dr. Arya Salter, Ph.D., a foremost expert in sex offenders, "a double life is
prev.afent aT!|g all tlpes of sex offenders . . . . ft; front that offenderstypically offer to the
outside world is ustrally a'good petson,'somsone who the community Ueiieves has a good
character and would never do such a thing" (salter, 2003, p. 34).

In her years of work with sex offenders, Dr. Salter has found they commonly employ a variety of
tactics which allowttrem t9 guin access to children while 

"ooc.uiiog 
tneir activities. For instance,

manl seek responsilte qg-sitions that place them in close proximityivith children. They also tend
to adopt a pattern of socially responsi-ble and caring behavior in puUtic. M*i luu" practiced and
perfected their ability to charm, to be likeable and io radiate a facade of sincerity anO
truthfulness. This causes parents and others to drop their grrard, allowing the sei offender oasy
and recurring access to children. .

In fact' Dr. Salter has found that the life a child molester leads in public may be exemplary,
almost surreal in its righteousness. In her boolq Dr. Salter presents the following description
written by a child molester who had used his position as a chruch choir director to gain access to
boys.

I want to describe a child molester I know very well. This man was raised by devout Christianparents' As a child he rarely missed chnrch. Even after he became an adult he was faithful as achurch member. He was a sraight A student in high school and coilele.-i;G been married


