Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Yellowstone Leo <yellowstone.leo@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2016 6:31 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Legislators,

| support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows
individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

| look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar
and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced
community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor
owned utilities.

Thank you,

Leo Leckie
Gardiner, Montana



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Beth Madden <bethmadden64@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:39 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Please support Net metering

| am writing to urge support for net metering in MT. | support our right to generate renewable energy
for our own use, because it allows us to invest in our energy future, saves money, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you for considering this crucial issue.

| hope your study finds that net metering of rooftop solar and small wind has a beneficial effect on our
economy and other customers, as many of us Montanans see and believe is true.

| hope ETIC will also consider the benefits of having community solar, so any utility customer can
access solar by purchasing a portion of a larger, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural
electric co-ops nationwide have embraced community solar because they too can offer a program for
their customers. We have seen successes with community solar programs in Flathead, Missoula,
and Ravalli RECs in Montana. | think we should consider this opportunity for both of Montana's
investor owned utilities.

Thank you,

Elizabeth Madden
108 S 9th St
Livingston, MT 59047

406-224-1012



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: lynbobhilten@att.net

Sent: Friday, March 04, 2016 6:42 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Please allow net metering! It is the future. Please advise the legislators to think about the future and not give in to big
business again. Enough is enough. Do what is right for Montana.
Bob Hilten

Sent from my iPad



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Norman Bishop <nabishop@qg.com>
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2016 8:08 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering and ETIC

Hello, Sonja.

As the owner of a rooftop solar system, and a participant in net metering, | urge the ETIC to strongly consider the
numerous advantages to Montana citizens of dispersed power generation. First, it allows me to lower my carbon
footprint and invest in my own energy future. My electrical bills are much lower.

| look forward to seeing the completed study, and hope that the committee will conclude that net metering of rooftop
solar and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy, and to other customers. Furthermore, it will reduce the
carbon emissions that are largely responsible for climate change and gross air pollution.

| hope ETIC will also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer— regardless of income,
home ownership, or rooftop space— can gain access to solar energy by purchasing a portion of a large, shared solar
installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced community solar because they too can
offer that to their customers.

| see that Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar programs, and |
think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor owned utilities.

Thanks for considering my comments.
Norman A. Bishop

4898 Itana Circle
Bozeman, MT 59715



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Michael Enk <trouter@qg.com>
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2016 10:24 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering and community solar

As a 36-year resident of Montana, | want to see net metering expanded and promoted because | firmly believe it
benefits homeowners, local workers, and the environment. Montana has a proud heritage of independence, and
net metering is a very good fit for people who want more control over where their energy comes from and how
its generation and transmission affect our climate.

Community solar should be available to EVERYBODY! My house requires less energy to keep cool in the
summer due to shading, but that's also why my roof is a poor candidate for solar panels. | want the opportunity
to share in a community solar development to reduce my dependence on the grid and my carbon footprint. It is
time to embrace a more renewal energy future, and the ETIC can play a big role in helping to make that a
reality.

Michael Enk
Great Falls, MT

trouter@qg.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lee Metzgar <leemet@bigsky.net>
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2016 6:55 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Ms Nowakowski,

Please inform the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee that | support customers' right to generate clean
renewable energy for their own use. It allows individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric
bills, and creates good-paying local jobs.

| appreciate the work of the ETIC in considering this important issue.

Lee Metzgar



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Elli Elliott <elli@visi.com>

Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2016 9:16 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee (ETIC) - Net Metering Study

Dear Members of the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee (ETIC) of the
Montana legislature:

Thank you for studying the costs and benefits of “net metering.”

Net metering supports customers’ rights and will be good for our communities and our
state. Customers should be encouraged, not discouraged, to generate renewable clean
energy for use on the own homes, businesses, farms, and ranches. When they generate
more than they need for their own use, they should be encouraged and compensated for
energy contributed to the grid for others’ use. Customers should be encouraged to make
this investment in the future.

Communities should be encouraged as well. Many benefits could be achieved by allowing
community solar, so any utility customer— regardless of income, home ownership, or
rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion of a large, shared solar
installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced community
solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

I would like to be able to participate this way. I live in a historic cabin as part of a
homeowners’ association. Putting solar panels on the cabin is not something my neighbors
or [ would want to do. Community solar would be a great option for us. Flathead,
Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and I think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's
investor owned utilities.

Thank you again for considering these important options for inclusion in Montana’s energy
future.

Elli

Dr. Susan M. (Elli) Elliott
P. O. Box 1042

Red Lodge, MT 59068
(406) 425-0562



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Bill Berg <bill@coolworks.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2016 10:05 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

To the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee:

My wife and I installed 12 solar panels on our home near Gardiner in 2008. They have produced 22 MegaWatt
Hours since. Net Metering has allowed us to deploy this practical, desirable, and much

needed homegrown energy solution on our roof. Our success with our home installation motivated me to take
the lead in building a photovoltaic array at the Gardiner School with the installation of 12 solar panels in 2009,
and more than doubling that in 2015.

| enjoy and support the right to generate clean renewable energy. It allows individuals to invest in their energy
future -- in my mind I picture those panels on my roof as a replacement for a multi-decade wood pile. The
work on our home and the local school also creates good-paying local jobs. There are now

several photovoltaic systems in Gardiner, tapping into the expertise and expanding business for solar
entrepreneurs in Bozeman. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

I look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar and small
wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer— regardless of
income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion of a large, shared solar
installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced community solar because they
too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar programs and |
think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor owned utilities.

Best,
Bill Berg

President / Founder
www.CoolWorks.com ~ Jobs in Great Places (tm)

"Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth doing."
Teddy Roosevelt

www.mycoolworks.com
www.facebook.com/coolworks
www.twitter.com/coolworks




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Janet Rivers <riversart@q.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2016 10:55 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

To whom it may concern,
Thank you for addressing this important issue.

It presents a win, win, win scenario in that it allows individuals to save money on their electric bills,
creates good jobs and provides more green energy into the mix on the grid.

Sincerely, Janet Rivers
Roberts, Montana



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Tim Holmes <musegaze@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2016 11:29 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Net Metering

| urge you to support Montana customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use,
because it allows individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and
creates good-paying local jobs. As a solar producer, | generate more power than | use and so |
provide an immediate, reliable energy source for my neighbors. My power is virtually at the source,
reducing need for transmission and therefor line loss.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Montana is a perfect market for this technology since our
distances are so huge and sun so prevalent. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have
embraced community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

Sincerely,
Tim Holmes
Tim Holmes
446 N. Hoback, Helena, MT 59601 USA
TimHolmesStudio.com « 406.579.3178




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Barbara Bryan <bbryanpe@bresnan.net>
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2016 1:54 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Please pass my comments along to ETIC legislators:

Thank you to ETIC for considering the important issue of net metering. | support customers' right to generate clean
renewable energy for their own use, allowing them to invest in their energy future and save money on their electric bills,
while helping create good-paying local jobs.

I look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar and small wind
has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar so that any utility customer (regardless of income,
home ownership, or rooftop space) can access solar by purchasing a portion of a large, shared solar installation. Many
utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide — including Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli electric co-ops in Montana --
have embraced community solar to benefit their customers. | think we should allow the same opportunity for both of
Montana's investor-owned utilities.

Regards,

Barbara Bryan
2929 Rockrim Lane
Billings, MT 59102
406-671-9605



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Caleb Lande <caleblande@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 05, 2016 2:01 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Eric Members,

My family is in the process of using local contractors to install a net metered rooftop solar array. This invest is
financially prudent and brings numerous benefits to society. | have a dog in this fight not just because of my
self interest, but due to my deep love for Montana.

The reality for utilities is rapidly changing. Instead of letting them rest on the laurels of an outdated business
model, please require them to think to the future. By regressing our current net metering policy, we only delay
the inevitable. Montana and Montanans will be much better positioned for the future if we enact forward
thinking rules regarding renewable energy.

| support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows individuals to
invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-paying local jobs. Thank you
to ETIC for considering this important issue.

I look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar and small
wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer— regardless of
income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion of a large, shared solar
installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced community solar because they
too can offer a program for their customers.

Sincerely,

Caleb Lande
Billings



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Renee Evanoff <reneeevanoff@icloud.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2016 12:15 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

| am a resident of Montana living in he Paradise Valley south of Livingston.
Please support net metering. It is time.
Please excuse the brevity and any typos - sent from my iPhone



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Wade Sikorski <wds@midrivers.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2016 5:29 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Members of the ETIC committee:

My name is Wade Sikorski, and | live on my family’s ranch in southeastern Montana. Over a year ago, |
installed a 2,000 watt solar panel system and began net metering. For 3 months during the winter, | do use a
little more electricity than | generate each month, but for the rest of the year | am generating more than | use
each month, giving the surplus to my coop. So far, my system is working flawlessly, generating all the
electricity | need without any maintenance.

| strongly believe that all Montanans should be free to do what | am doing, and | urge you to not let the
utilities put obstacles in the way of net metering and community solar projects.

| expect that many Montanans might want to net meter for financial reasons, since the cost of a net metering
solar system is at or approaching parity with utility rates now, and will likely be well below them in the next
decade, but my motivation was moral. | believe the EPA’s scientists when they say that toxic emissions from
coal fired generation plants are killing over 10,000 people a year in the United States and harming the health
of hundreds of thousands more. | also believe the overwhelming consensus of climate scientists when they
say that global warming is happening, is human caused, and will become catastrophic if we continue business
as usual.

As a farmer and a rancher, | know that global warming is already harming my family’s business, rendering our
flood irrigation system useless because the spring floods no longer come, disrupting our planting and
harvesting schedule, increasing the risk of extreme weather (like drought and hail storms), and, as a scientific
study done on our place concluded, is already causing an green ash grove to die out. When | look at the
temperature and precipitation patterns that climate scientists are projecting for the future, | shudder because
| know that we are only decades away from food crisis, one that could eventually kill people in unprecedented
numbers. A recent study in the Lancet, which analyzed the impact global warming will have on food
production, for example, reported that half a million people could be dying each year from decreased food
production by 2050, when temperatures could rise to 2 degrees Celsius, the threshold climate scientists say
we must not cross or we face major disruptions to the planet’s ecosystems.

As someone who has a Ph.D. in political science, and who has published peer-reviewed books and essays on
political ecology and the philosophy of science, | also know that the objections to what the scientific
community is in collective agreement about are seriously misguided. The findings of climate scientists are
robust now, established well beyond any reasonable doubt. Ignoring what scientists are saying for financial or
political reasons places not only the lives of many millions of people at risk, but our civilization itself.

As a political scientist, | have studied what has caused various civilizations throughout history to collapse, and

very often, | have found, it happens because they have harmed the ecosystem that supports them. Soil

erosion and deforestation, in particular, have led to the downfall of civilization after civilization—Rome,

Greece, and the ancient civilizations in Mesopotamia to name a few. Civilization is fragile, so very fragile, and
1



too many people, in deep ignorance of our environmental history, do not have any idea the horrors they
unleash when they damage the ecosystems that support their lives.

For these reasons, it was a huge moral relief to me when | was able to start net metering. The source of my
electricity is Basin Electric, which is largely coal. By turning to solar panels, and net metering, | felt, at long
last, | was no longer part of a system that was destroying the planet, putting our civilization at risk. My earth
sheltered house was already very energy efficient, and my need for electricity already small, but completely
replacing the coal generated electricity | was using with renewable electricity meant that | was no longer part
of what | so deeply objected to. | felt free, free at last, of a horrible moral burden.

So, more than ever now, | believe that people should not be forced to buy a product they have deep moral
objections too. Even though my family makes a living from raising beef, | would never dream of forcing a
vegetarian to eat beef, or even mock them for their moral reservations. Just as it is wrong to force a
vegetarian to eat meat, it is wrong to force an environmentalist to buy electricity from a coal generation

plant. Net metering is about moral choice. If utilities are failing to do what is necessary to save our civilization
from environmental disaster, at the very least, the state should allow people who know better to not have to
participate in it.

To this end, | urge ETIC to make community solar projects possible across Montana. Not everyone has a south
facing roof that will roof that will work for solar panels. Many people rent their housing. Others do not have
the financial resources to buy an a complete system adequate to their needs. For these people it should still
be possible for them to still live their morals. They should have access to community solar projects. Please
make it possible for renewable energy to work for everyone.

America is supposed to be about freedom of choice. It simply isn’t freedom of choice if you have to buy
electricity from a utility that you know is generating it in a morally unacceptable way.

Sincerely,

Wade Sikorski, Ph.D.
1511 Hwy 7

Baker, MT 59313

406-775-6378



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lori Byron <lori.byron@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2016 8:04 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: re: renewable energy benefits

Hi, Honorable Nowakowski!

| am a physician practicing in Big Horn County. | support our rights to generate renewable
energy for our own use. Thanks to ETIC for considering this.

| hope that you all will consider net metering. | also hope that you will consider community
solar. | ti s good for our communities, and for our health!

Lori Byron
406-671-5824

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the
world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.

Margaret Mead



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Deb Milburn <debcheda@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2016 8:15 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: In support of Net metering

My husband and I had roof top solar panels installed over a year ago. We thought it was a good idea then and
now we know how beneficial it is for us and for others throughout the state. Please consider ways to make net
metering easier and more available for folks to decrease their electric bills, as well as increase use of cleaner
energy. Also, please consider the benefits of shared solar installations, so that all people, whatever their
income, can choose to use this clean energy source. It's good for the economy and a cleaner

environment. Thank you for considering my input.

Debbie Cheda Milburn



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kari Mclntyre Kaiser <karimcintyre@bresnan.net>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 10:34 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Legislators,
First, I want to thank you for your service to Montana!

I'm writing today to voice my support for net metering. In this time of angst over pollution, coal train traffic,
and tangible effects of climate change, | feel strongly that we owe it to ourselves and future generations to be
proactive in encouraging the development and use of renewable energy sources. We should embrace the
production of energy from clean sources, regardless of the size of the system. We are in this together and can
all benefit from distributing excess energy produced by small rooftop solar systems.

At our home in Belfry, we've installed a roof-top solar system and are currently able to supply any surplus
energy to the grid via a net metering agreement with Beartooth Electric. Electricity rates in Belfry are almost
twice what they are in Billings. (10 cents versus 6 cents per kWh.)

| support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows
individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

| look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar
and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced
community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor
owned utilities.

Thank you for your time!

Kari Mcintyre Kaiser
Billings, Montana
406.698.1260



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dylan Malloy <dylanmalloy@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 11:16 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Sonja,

| support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows
individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

| look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar
and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced
community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor
owned utilities.

Dylan Malloy
Professional Person



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Rick Mclntyre <rickwmcintyre@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 11:21 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

My wife and | both feel strongly about Net Metering. Please support Net Metering in any future votes.

Rick and Sherina Mclntyre
Billings, MT



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Cate Campbell <frogburg.cate@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 11:31 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Hello,

I'm writing to weigh in on the net metering issue. T am a member of a rural coop and understand
the concern about those with rooftop solar not contributing to the cost of maintaining
transmission lines. But please consider the energy security around power generated in a
dispersed way. There is less opportunity to tfake out whole communities with a targeted attack
on distribution networks/infrastructure.

Plus the fact that a small percentage of electric customers will be able to run power back into
the lines from their panels. The push against net metering seems to be a fear of the slippery
slope theory: what if EVERYBODY put up PV panels? Well, this is not bound to happen in the
near future so why not encourage greater energy security by creating incentives to put power
back into the system. It also takes the pressure off Colstrip, a couple of units of which seem to
be teetering due to old age.



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Susann Beug <ssbeug@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 3:13 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

| support customers' rights to generate clean renewable energy. We have installed a 44 panel roof top solar unit
to help us with our energy bills as we move into retirement. This was a large investment but will pay for itself
and free up money in retirement for other expenses. As a member of Beartooth Electric we are able to take
advantage of net metering and | feel this should apply to all Montana residents.Beartooth is also looking at a
community solar project as several other co-ops already are supporting to provide an alternative energy source
for anyone despite their location or economic status. Clean renewable energy is providing a growing number of
good-paying jobs for our residents as well as helping to protect our environment. | hope you will favorably
consider net metering and see it a a positive step forward for our state. Thank you.

Susann Beug
Red Lodge



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Elizabeth Schenk <ecschenk@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 3:00 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Solar Policies

Energy and Telecommunications Committee Members:

As a citizen(and homeowner) in Montana, | am writing you to ask you to help keep solar energy a viable option for
homeowners in Montana.

Rooftop solar is a tool that gives homeowners and businesses control of their energy costs.

Montana’s net metering law provides consumers the confidence they need to invest in a private, on-site energy system,
while delivering significant benefits to Montana’s economy

We should have the right to generate our own electricity and receive full credit to that which we provide to our utility
Please defend our net metering law, and also lift arbitrary barriers to on-site solar and wind power.

Thank you for your work on this issue.

Elizabeth Schenk
Missoula



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jerome Walker <jeromewalker@me.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 3:28 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Montana's solar policies

Dear Ms. Nowakowski;

I understand that you work with the legislature’s Energy and Telecommunications Committee, and
would appreciate it if you would pass along several thoughts to them. 1’m a physician who moved here to
Montana about 3 yrs. ago from Atlanta, and am seriously concerned about climate change, as well as the
adverse health effects of continuing to burn coal. My wife and | have purchased a 1928 vintage cottage here in
Missoula and have remodeled it with energy efficiency in mind. We’ve sealed and insulated the house, switched
to all LED light bulbs, and installed new and more efficient applicances. We also have installed 18 solar panels
and were pleased this past year to find that these have generated essentially all the electricity that we use. This
summer | plan to install additional PVVC panels on the roof and to switch to minisplit heat pumps to heat the
house instead of using the current gas furnace, which will be used only as a backup. We are lucky here in
Montana to live in a sunny state (and also a windy one), which gives us natural advantages changing over to
renewable energy, which is clearly the wave of the future. During the summer our PV panels generate more
electricity than we use and during the winter less. Northwestern Energy evens this out under current net
metering energy policy in Montana, which | would urge be continued.

This law gives Montana customers the confidence to make the upfront investment in solar energy, We
need Montana’s legislature to defend and strengthen Montana’s net metering law, while lifting arbitrary barriers
to on-site solar and wind power, as | understand have recently been unfairly imposed in the State of
Nevada. Thanks to you and the Committee for considering these thoughts.

Jerome Walker, M.D.



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Marta Meengs <mmeengs77@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 4:29 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

To the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee Legislators,

I would like to encourage you to increase the incentives for renewable energy use by both individuals and
residences and also for community use. This is crucial and we cannot waste time in getting these actions
supported by legislature and policy.

I would like to see net metering help incentivize rooftop solar and small wind energy.

| would like to see more utilities and electric coops increase the availability for community solar use and
programs.

I would like to see community solar use increase so that all people who are interested can purchase a portion
of shared solar installation regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Coops have already adopted these kind of programs and Montana
should find ways to embrace this change.

Thank you for your consideration in these matters.  Sincerely, Marta Meengs 107 North Ave.

W. Missoula, MT 59801



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jeremy Osborn <jeremy.e.osborn@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 4:31 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: ETIC meeting supporting rooftop solar

Hi Sonja,

| heard that the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee will meet this coming Friday, and wanted
to let you know that I'm hopeful for strong outcomes to support further rooftop solar development in the state.

| really want Montana to be a place that supports the drivers for the kind of economic development and
environmental stewardship that this committee seems well positioned to achieve through expanded rooftop
solar.

Net metering is a great start, provided that producers receive full credit for the energy they pump into the grid -
I urge the Committee to defend and strengthen those consumer rights to generate power.

With that in place, I'd also urge the Committee to expand opportunity for on-site renewables development writ
large. There's a huge energy transformation underway in the US and around the world that can create new jobs
(even whole new job sectors) and address the severe realities of climate change and environmental degradation.
Montana should absolutely be a part of it, and I look forward to seeing the Committee help get us another step
down that road through Friday's meeting.

Thanks for reading, and all the best for your work,
Jeremy Osborn
Helena, MT



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: David Lehnherr <mtxdoc@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 5:35 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Ms. Nowakowski:
Please share my sentiments with the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee...

“Please support the rights of Montanans to generate clean, renewable energy for their own use,
because it allows individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and
creates good-paying local jobs. Locally generated power also reduces the need for local co-ops to
rely on outside generation, and reduces the stress of having to provide all power from regional
suppliers. The net result of net metering is a more local and stable supply of power.

| hope you find that net metering of rooftop solar and small wind has a beneficial effect on our
economy and other customers, because it certainly does.

The Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee should also consider the benefits of
allowing community solar, so any utility customer, regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop
space, can access solar by purchasing a portion of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities
and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced community solar because they too can offer a
program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs. Please consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor owned utilities.
Thank you very much.”

David Lehnherr
Red Lodge, MT



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathleen Masis <kbmasis@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 5:36 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: to the ETIC Legislators

Thank you for your examination of the pros and cons of net metering of rooftop solar, and community solar.

| support customers’ right to generate clean, renewable energy for their own use, and by purchasing a portion of a
shared solar installation.

Please promote Montanans’ rights to join the nationwide movement to saving money on their energy bills and accessing
good-paying, local jobs for our children.

Kathleen Masis M.D.
2035 St. Andrews Dr.

Billings, MT 59105



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: starkconstructionmt@gmail.com
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 7:47 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Montana Solar Policy

Dear Committee
| am writing to support solar installations and fair net metering policies. As a building contractor in Polson for
over 40 years | have seen a steady growth in solar installations and hope our government will support this growth.

Sincerely
Andy Stark

Stark Construction
Polson, Montana



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: gazzomer@sbcglobal.net

Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 8:05 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: please support solar power

Dear Ms. Nowakowski,

| am writing to urge the ETIC to continue to support solar power here in Montana. It is an important,
clean power source that is important to continue to develop and encourage. Here are some key
points that | hope the committee will acknowledge and be supportive of:

e Rooftop solar is a tool that gives homeowners and businesses control of their energy costs.

¢ Montana's net metering law provides consumers the confidence they need to invest in a private, on-site
energy system, while delivering significant benefits to Montana's economy and other utility customers.

e All Montana consumers should have the right to generate their own electricity while receiving full credit for
extra energy they provide to their utility.

¢ We need Montana's legislature to defend and strengthen Montana's net metering law, while lifting arbitrary
barriers to on-site solar and wind power.

Thanks for your time.
Sincerely,

Linda Gazzola
Missoula, MT



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Ken Decker <dmsoboe@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 8:16 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: net metering-ETIC

Dear Sonja,

| just installed rooftop solar on my house. It allows me to invest in my energy future and | wish this for all our citizens.
Jobs were created when | did this-and they were local jobs. When | send power back into the grid, | find satisfaction
knowing it will most likely go to my nearest neighbors, Though at this time | will not be paid for my excess energy
production, | do get a credit for that-thank you! Please continue in this progressive and helpful way to help us all.

| would also hope you consider the benefits of community solar so that even more people in our communities can have
a part in the new energy future.

| urge you to bring us and yourselves into the 21st century!
Sincerely,

Ken Decker

209 South B Street

Livingston, Mt 59047

222-5529



Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Let's keep Montana green.

Sent from my iPhone

Dave Custer <DCuster@aol.com>
Monday, March 07, 2016 9:46 PM
Nowakowski, Sonja

Solar for homeowners



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Sherina Mclntyre <sherinamcintyre@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 9:43 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

| support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows
individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

Sherina Mcintyre



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jim Maunder <jmaunder@ravallielectric.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 7:15 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Montana Solar Policies

Good morning Sonja,

Please let the committee know that | appreciate all their hard work on the issue of net-metering and renewable
installations in Montana.

It comes down too where is the data!! We've heard that solar costs are coming down but to what? This is a
sound bite that has been used all across the country but what are the costs? Show the committee and
Montanan's what the real cost of a renewable solar or wind system is. Then present the data that supports these
systems being viable and what they generate in Montana not the Southwest. The renewable people have not
presented any data support their claims. The committee should request that all parties bring monitored Montana
data and have an independent analysis done to show once and for all if these systems do put a lot back on the
utility grid and how many renewable owners leave kilo-watt hours (kWh) on the table at the end of the
monitoring year.

There are 2 Investor Owned Utilities (I0Us) in the state of Montana: NorthWestern and Montana-Dakota
Utilities (MDU) but there are 26 member owned electric Co-operatives. Each Co-op has a local elected Board
of Directors that oversee the operation and wishes of the member owners. These Directors are democratically
elected to represent the members of each co-op. It's one member, one vote. No big share holder or investor
dictating the direction of the co-op. Each member is equal at the co-op no matter if they own 1 acre or 50,000
each pays their own way. If a member wants a renewable energy system they pay for it and if they want a new
irrigation service they pay for that too. Then why should member who can't afford a renewable energy system
subsidize those who can by paying them the retail rate for the few kWhs they send back on the grid. Most of
the time the co-op or 10U acts as the battery. And there is no "peak" energy savings because when Montana
utilities experience high electricity demand it's cold and dark outside. The renewables aren't generating.

So why should a bunch of millionaires that can afford renewable energy systems be able to dictate their wishes
on the other members of the co-ops? The co-op principle of "one member, one vote” won't be true anymore
because the few rich members will have the wishes mandated that they get the retail rate and can shift cost to
the less fortunate members of the co-op.

The committee has done a admirable job and they should let local Montana citizens who own their power
companies run them as they see fit not have a small group of renewable advocates mandate their wishes on
them. If nothing else leave net-metering the way it is!! Thank you.

(If the committee wants Montana data. 1've got!! I've been monitoring all the renewable systems on our lines
since the first one came on in 2007 and have at least 2 or 3 years baseline data on all the systms before they
were installed thru February 2016. The data will surprise you!!)

Jim Maunder
Manager of Member Services
jmaunder@ravallielectric.com




(406) 961-3001 ext. 224

Ravalli Electric Co-op is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Ravalli Electric Co-op is an equal opportunity provider and Employer. Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, copy, use, disclosure,
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original
message.



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jeffrey J. Smith <yswolfhowl@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 8:32 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja
Subject: Encourage Renewables
Hi Sonja,

I understand the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee (ETIC) of the Montana Legislature has been studying the
costs and benefits of net metering and will soon begin making recommendations.

Net metering is the right thing to do. We should be encouraging citizens to generate clean renewable energy for
their own use. This individual investment benefits us all because it saves money, creates good-paying local jobs,
and cuts the greenhouse gases responsible for global warming.

| look forward to reviewing the study and hope to see a conclusion that makes sense for ordinary citizens, rather
than for utilities and fossil fuel companies that want to preserve the status quo.

Community solar is also a great benefit to Montana. Utility customers — regardless of income, home ownership, or
rooftop space — can help their bottom line by purchasing a portion of a large, shared solar installation. It's good
business.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar programs, and both
of Montana's investor owned utilities should expand and encourage this innovation.

Jeff Smith
105 Channel Drive
Missoula, MT 59804



Nowakowski, Son'!a

From: Mary Fitzpatrick <stardust@usadig.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:00 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: net metering

To: Energy and Telecommunications Interim committee
From: Mary Fitzpatrick
March 8, 2016

Members:

I am writing in support of measures which will encourage and facilitate the expansion of net-
metered renewable energy in Montana. Community solar in particular can open up the
renewable option to many more people. Also, since the information so far received by the
committee on the subject of cost shifting with net metered installations is equivocal, |
support a Montana study to be undertaken when the grids of the IOUs reach a given
saturation of net metered generation, with independent verification of costs and benefits
reported by interested parties. The IOUs emphasize costs, but are less vocal about avoided
costs of transmission, generation and controlling emissions, holes in the ground and polluted
water.

| want to note that cost shifting is built into the systems, both IOUs and co-ops. Not all cost-
shifting is equal. When all customers pay the same charge to connect to the system, "end-of-
the-wire" customers are subsidized by other customers. | suggest that this inequality
benefits the public in general, by helping to electrify the rural parts of the state.

Another cost-shift involves the discount given by the 10U to its employees. They too are
subsidized by less favored customers, with no public benefit. In fact, one might say the
public is harmed, since replacing the discount with higher pay would increase payroll taxes,
and help the Social Security and Medicare funds.

| would like to see all cost shifting schemes, including tiered rates for high consumers,
evaluated for their true costs and benefits to the public as well as the system. Itis only in
that context that the costs and benefits of distributed generation can be assessed.

Even if net-metering imposes net costs on the system, something which has not been
evaluated thoroughly, there may be off-setting public benefits worth considering. Only
allowing greater saturation of the system with distributed generation can provide the data
for a realistic and meaningful study.

Thank you for your attention.

Mary Fitzpatrick
Billings



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Chris @ The Oasis <info@OasisMontana.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:20 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: RE: Net metering and solar policies in Montana

Dear. Ms. Nowakowski:

| have been working in the solar power industry in Montana since 1989; | have had my own business since 1999. We
offer grid-tied as well as remote power systems, and also focus on solar water pumping for stock and remote homes.

Montanans, like most Americans, want cleaner forms of energy (in a non-partisan fashion!). As our society moves
forward, we are increasing our use of electricity -- and this also makes decentralized power systems like community solar
projects more alluring. Unlike some other forms of power generation - like coal powered plants, which continue to need
the mined coal as long as it's operational -- once these solar (photovoltaic) facilities are built, the energy is essentially
free. And free is always cheaper!

Installing solar power systems gives home and business owners a method of controlling their electrical costs, and also a
hedge against energy price increases. All Montanans should get full credit for the energy provided to a utility; this is also
a real benefit to help keep a utility's cost down (in terms of infrastructure investments).

My business employs several people, and when we land a big job, we may have a crew of ~10 or more. We also employ
engineers, roofers, crane operators, excavators -- in short, the solar power industry is a real bright spot in the nation's
economy and job sector.

Please work to enhance and strengthen Montana's net metering laws. It's good for jobs, good for utilities to help keep
costs down, and good for the environment. And it's also good for people who may have the opportunity to 'buy into' a
community solar project, even if they cannot afford it on their own site.

Thanks for listening.

Sincerely,

Chris Daum
Oasis Montana
Inc.
436 Red Fox
Lane, Stevensville, MT 59870
406-777-4309
406-777-0830 fax
WWWw.oasismontana.com

www.grid-tie.com

www.PVsolarpumps.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Gary Hawk <kestrelgwh@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:21 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: net metering

Dear Ms. Snowakowski:

| understand that the Montana Legislature's Energy and
Telecommunications Interim Committee will meet this Friday to consider
Montana's solar policies. In January | began the process of installing solar
panels on my shop. The process, while not yet complete, has broadened
my understanding of the significance of renewable energy and solar
energy in particular. I am now much more conscious of our use of
electricity, the need to conserve, and the way self-generated electricity
figures in the energy portfolio of Montana. While we have been engaged
in the construction of a small domestic system three rural electric
cooperatives in western Montana have built community projects. Clearly,
individuals, communities, and our utilities see that supporting and
promoting this shift to renewable energy needs to happen on a broad scale.
Montana can encourage this process by continuing to offer tax credits,
low-interest loans, and assurances that these investments can be entered
into with confidence.

| strongly encourage your committee to look into the future and support
the strongest net metering policy possible.

Sincerely,

Gary W. Hawk



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: besspl <besspl@bresnan.net>
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 11:25 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

I support net metering for ecological and environmental sustainability. Bess

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone



Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Ms.Snowakowski,

Karen Davidson <bernicemt@icloud.com>
Tuesday, March 08, 2016 1:08 PM
Nowakowski, Sonja

Net metering

Please ask the ETIC to support net metering.

Sincerely,

Karen Davidson
406-225-3554
PO Box 53

Basin, Mt. 59631



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Elisabeth Fitzgerald <e.fitzgeraldl@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:53 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Elisabeth Fitzgerald
e.fitzgeraldl@outlook.com
119 N Maple St

Anaconda, MT 59711
4065630110




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Bruce Newell <bruce.newell@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:52 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Cc: kmaki@meic.org; Sue Newell

Subject: Message to the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee

Good morning,

My wife, Sue, and I live on the westside of Helena. We have a garage decorated with photovoltaic cells. We enjoy the
benefits of net metering, and enjoy seeing the meter spin backwards on a reasonably sunny day. Net metering will
eventually (obviously) eventually benefit us financially, but it will not do so until about a decade has passed and our
relatively low electricity bills (from NW Energy) offset our initial capital costs. Our installer, by the way, received a power
generation offset payment when he installed our system. Of course, every month we pay about five dollars for what's
described on our bill as a “Electric Service Delivery Charge”. So we’re paying for distribution, and being paid for
generation.

Besides net metering’s eventual financial benefits to us, we think decentralized solar (and wind) generation is a good
idea. Solar is a relatively clean means of generating electricity, it's cheap now and getting cheaper. It's a smart, positive
thing we can do to reduce our world’s dependence on fossil fuels.

The real problem, if ‘problem’ is the word, with net metering is that Northwestern Energy seemingly doesn’t have a
viable business model unless they both generate and distribute electricity to their customers. This old model for for-
profit electrical utilities has worked for at least 80 years. However, small-scale solar and wind generation have disrupted
Northwestern Energy’s market. With the ETIC's and Legislature’s encouragement, and with a steady hand from
Montana’s PSC, Northwestern Energy needs reinvent itself to function and profit in a heterogeneous world, where
power is being generated (and eventually stored), then distributed from many generation sites — many of which will be
sites not owned by Northwestern Energy. Clearly coming up with a twenty-first century business plan, with many
generation sites and coordinated distribution, will be a challenge. But Northwestern’s world has changed, Montanans
still want reliable, affordable electrical power, and we’d like to see our electrical utility step up to the challenge.

We strongly urge the Committee to take a long view when considering net metering, to continue to encourage the
(inevitable) growth of small-solar power generation, and to guide Northwestern towards a new business model that
includes distributed generation and coordinated distribution. If Northwestern Energy (and other Montana utilities) miss
this bus, it will be both their shareholders and Montana’s citizens who are left standing in the depot, sucking on exhaust
fumes, and wishing they were on their way someplace else.

Bruce

Bruce Newell
bruce.newell@gmail.com
2570 Mayrowan Court
Helena, Montana 59601
(406) 461-3206




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Elisabeth Fitzgerald <e.fitzgeraldl@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:53 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Elisabeth Fitzgerald
e.fitzgeraldl@outlook.com
119 N Maple St

Anaconda, MT 59711
4065630110




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Bruce Newell <bruce.newell@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:52 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Cc: kmaki@meic.org; Sue Newell

Subject: Message to the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee

Good morning,

My wife, Sue, and I live on the westside of Helena. We have a garage decorated with photovoltaic cells. We enjoy the
benefits of net metering, and enjoy seeing the meter spin backwards on a reasonably sunny day. Net metering will
eventually (obviously) eventually benefit us financially, but it will not do so until about a decade has passed and our
relatively low electricity bills (from NW Energy) offset our initial capital costs. Our installer, by the way, received a power
generation offset payment when he installed our system. Of course, every month we pay about five dollars for what's
described on our bill as a “Electric Service Delivery Charge”. So we’re paying for distribution, and being paid for
generation.

Besides net metering’s eventual financial benefits to us, we think decentralized solar (and wind) generation is a good
idea. Solar is a relatively clean means of generating electricity, it's cheap now and getting cheaper. It's a smart, positive
thing we can do to reduce our world’s dependence on fossil fuels.

The real problem, if ‘problem’ is the word, with net metering is that Northwestern Energy seemingly doesn’t have a
viable business model unless they both generate and distribute electricity to their customers. This old model for for-
profit electrical utilities has worked for at least 80 years. However, small-scale solar and wind generation have disrupted
Northwestern Energy’s market. With the ETIC's and Legislature’s encouragement, and with a steady hand from
Montana’s PSC, Northwestern Energy needs reinvent itself to function and profit in a heterogeneous world, where
power is being generated (and eventually stored), then distributed from many generation sites — many of which will be
sites not owned by Northwestern Energy. Clearly coming up with a twenty-first century business plan, with many
generation sites and coordinated distribution, will be a challenge. But Northwestern’s world has changed, Montanans
still want reliable, affordable electrical power, and we’d like to see our electrical utility step up to the challenge.

We strongly urge the Committee to take a long view when considering net metering, to continue to encourage the
(inevitable) growth of small-solar power generation, and to guide Northwestern towards a new business model that
includes distributed generation and coordinated distribution. If Northwestern Energy (and other Montana utilities) miss
this bus, it will be both their shareholders and Montana’s citizens who are left standing in the depot, sucking on exhaust
fumes, and wishing they were on their way someplace else.

Bruce

Bruce Newell
bruce.newell@gmail.com
2570 Mayrowan Court
Helena, Montana 59601
(406) 461-3206




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Alison Young <aliyoungl7@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:55 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Alison Young

aliyoungl7 @gmail.com
1025 Hodgson Rd.
Columbia Falls, MT 59912
406-407-1706




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jenny Grossenbacher <jenniferg@montana.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:58 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jenny Grossenbacher
ienniferg@montana.edu
Bozeman, Montana 59715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Peter Rosten <peter@mediarts.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:00 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Peter Rosten
peter@mediarts.org
PO Box 750

Darby, Montana 59829
406 370-3745




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Rebecca Harris Kotula <rhk2la@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:03 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Rebecca Harris Kotula
rhk2la@gmail.com
59802




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Crystal Kingston <crystalkingston@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:04 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Crystal Kingston
crystalkingston@mac.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathie Daviau <daviauk@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:02 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Kathie Daviau
daviauk@gmail.com
216 Lexington Drive
Billings, MT 59102
406-652-9902




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Nancy & Rick Tuber <2bears@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:05 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Nancy & Rick Tuber
2bears@bresnan.net
637 Highland Street
Helena , Montana 59601
406 459-2954




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Tarn Ream <tarn.ream@umontana.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:05 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Tarn Ream
tarn.ream@umontana.edu
1250 Harrison

Missoula, MONTANA 59802
4065497933




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Susan Epstein <shrop@mt.net>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:11 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Susan Epstein
shrop@mt.net

770 Franklin Mine Road
Helena, MT 59602

406 449-4827



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: roy heffern <retired_2montana@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:11 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

roy heffern

retired 2montana@hotmail.com
PO Box 47

St Ignatius, Montana 59865
4067453299




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Juliann Jones <Jujoone@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:05 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Juliann Jones
Jujoone@gmail.com
59047




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Janet Hess-Herbert <Janet.hessherbert@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:12 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Janet Hess-Herbert
Janet.hessherbert@gmail.com
541 S Davis

Helena, MT 59601
4064616496




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Ramsey Gregory <ramseyg49@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:13 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Ramsey Gregory
ramseyg49@gmail.com
5201 Laguna Oaks Drive
Elk Grove, CA 95758




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Frank Sennett <frankrsennett@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:14 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Frank Sennett
frankrsennett@gmail.com
818 W Idaho St
Lewistown, MT 59457
406-538-2212




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Nancy Ostlie <nancyostlie@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:15 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Nancy Ostlie
nancyostlie@gmail.com
263 Painted Hills Rd.
Bozeman, Montana 59715
4065568118




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Diane Rapp <diane.rapp@mso.umt.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:12 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Diane Rapp
diane.rapp@mso.umt.edu
335 LeVasseur Street
Missoula, MT 59802




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: erin denton <ejobrien@pacbell.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:17 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

erin denton
ejobrien@pacbell.net
53 Broken Wheel Road
livingston, MT 59047
310-528-7499




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Carol Marsh <carolnhero@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:17 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Carol Marsh
carolnhero@gmail.com
420 E. Front St. #2
Missoula, MT 59802
406 543 1038




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Michele Huggard <mdhuggard@ca.rr.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:18 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Michele Huggard
mdhuggard@ca.rr.com
PO box 4524

Covina, Ca 91724




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: William Yarus <bill@airworksmt.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:19 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

William Yarus
bill@airworksmt.com
425 Ponderosa Lane
Kalispell, Montana 59901
406-751-2174




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Rose Jetter <rjetter@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:25 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Rose Jetter
rietter@outlook.com

1825 Centerwood Drive SE
Olympia, Washington 98501
360-464-3191




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jean Dahlman <LemireDahlman@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:28 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jean Dahlman
LemireDahlman@gmail.com
3335 Old Highway 10 Road
Forsyth, MT 59327
406-347-5592




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Melissa Lafontaine <m.lafontainel3@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:31 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Melissa Lafontaine
m.lafontainel3@gmail.com
529 Cleveland St.

Missoula, MT 59801
4062401367




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Richard & MaryAnn Bucsis <dbucsis@lewistown.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:32 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Richard & MaryAnn Bucsis
dbucsis@lewistown.net
Lewistown, Montana




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: James Robertson <jamierob@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:32 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

James Robertson
jamierob@gmail.com
937 Cooper St.
Missoula, MT 59802
4063967895




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Amy Harlib <aharlib@earthlink.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:33 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Amy Harlib
aharlib@earthlink.net
212 West 22nd St. #2N
New York, NY 10011
2129898217




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Harley Fredriksen <Harley.fredriksen@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:34 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Harley Fredriksen
Harley.fredriksen@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: William Sheehan <bksheehan37@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:37 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

William Sheehan
bksheehan37@gmail.com
143 West Shore Dr
Belgrade, Montana 59714
4065515189




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Larry Lasker <llasker@roadrunner.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:42 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Larry Lasker
llasker@roadrunner.com
5490 Dearborn Canyon Road
Augusta, MT 59410




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Michael Garrity <garritymichael@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:43 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Solar Energy

Dear Energy Interim Committee:

| support solar energy in Montana. | have solar panels on my house and an electric car
which | charge with my solar panels. This works for me because of Montana's Net
Metering Laws. | paid thousands of dollars for my solar panels and electric car. Please do
not destroy my investment in locally produced energy.

My solar panels help other Montana residents because they reduce the need for new
expensive power plants and reduce stress on the grid.

Please change the law to allow community solar and expanded net metering.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely yours,

Mike Garrity
P.O. Box 505
Helena, MT 59624



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jennifer Read <jennifer@tibetantrader.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:43 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jennifer Read
jennifer@tibetantrader.com
1778 Jackson Creek Rd
Bozeman, MT 59715

406 585 3062




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Nicola Preston <nicola.preston@umontana.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:48 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Nicola Preston
nicola.preston@umontana.edu




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Rachel Garwin <rachel.garwin@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:49 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Rachel Garwin
rachel.garwin@gmail.com
412 S. 3rd St. W, Apt #2
Missoula, MT 59801
2026697715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: ¢ merker <c_merker@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:50 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

| support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows
individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced
community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor
owned utilities. Solar energy job growth has grown at 12 times that of fossil fuel. Solar destroys no
landscape or wildlife habitat, pollutes no air or water. It is time that Montana moves beyond the
"buffalo tongue™ economy of fossil fuel and into a brighter future that protects the special qualities of
"The Last Best Place".

Christopher Merker
TWS Certified Wildlife Biologist



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Harper, Stephen <sharper@carroll.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:02 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear ETIC,

Energy is the key to the future. We continually need more of it. Let us get it any way we can.
Please support Net Metering proposal.

Steve Harper

14 Harrison Ave

Helena, MT 59601



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jodi Guenther <jg150891@umconnect.umt.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:07 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jodi Guenther
i£150891 @umconnect.umt.edu




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Glen Anderson <glenanderson@integra.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:10 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Glen Anderson
glenanderson@integra.net
5015 15th Ave SE

Lacey, Washington 98503
3604919093




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Katherine Dunlap <shopper406@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:12 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Katherine Dunlap
shopper406@gmail.com
413 W. Clark St.
Livingston, MT 59047
406-222-0814




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: David Goodhart Jr <davegoodhart@msn.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:25 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

David Goodhart Jr
davegoodhart@msn.com
1324 Murray St.
Missoula, MT 59802
406-542-0485




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Don Evjen <don.evjen@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:28 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Don Evjen
don.evien@gmail.com
215 S. Manchester Rd.
Great Falls, MT 59404
4067711219




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: John Rundquist <rundquistador@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:28 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

John Rundquist
rundquistador@gmail.com
1680 Virginia Dale St.
Helena, MT 59601
4064315588




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dean Littlepage <dljm@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:40 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Dean Littlepage
dljm@bresnan.net
618 W. Curtiss St.
Bozeman, MT 59715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Doxey Hatch <dhatch@msubillings.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:49 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Doxey Hatch
dhatch@msubillings.edu
2304 Pine Street
Billings, Montana 59101
406-252-0991




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Randi Hove <randihove@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:52 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Randi Hove
randihove@gmail.com
Springarstien 76
Stavanger, Rogaland 4021
92621669




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Orry Hatcher <orry.hatcher@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:54 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Orry Hatcher
orry.hatcher@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Sue Frazier <Sfraziermt@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:56 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Sue Frazier
Sfraziermt@gmail.com
211 E. Washington
Manhattan, MT 59741
4065805201




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Linda Veum <varadaveum@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:59 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Linda Veum
varadaveum@gmail.com
59864




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Joe Loos <joeloos7245@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:02 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Joe Loos
joeloos7245@gmail.com
7245 New Castle Dr
Missoula, Montana 59802
406-721-5013




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Marta Meengs <mmeengs77@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:13 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Marta Meengs
mmeengs77@gmail.com
107 North Ave. W.
Missoula, Montana 59801
4062075252




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: david lusk <davidmileslusk@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:20 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

david lusk
davidmileslusk@gmail.com
636 phillips st.

missoula, mt 59802




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jan Bertelsen-James <jujyfrt@eurekadsl.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:21 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jan Bertelsen-James
jujyfrt@eurekadsl.net
P.O. Box 222

Eureka, MT 59917
4068895574




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Ashley Allinson <a.n.allinson@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:27 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

. It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Ashley Allinson
a.n.allinson@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Janine Baker <janineabaker@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:35 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Janine Baker
janineabaker@gmail.com
4459 Whire Eagle
Bozeman, MT 59725
4966002350




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Doug Anderson <swanridge@blackfoot.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:38 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Doug Anderson
swanridge@blackfoot.net
5068 MT Highway 83 N
Seeley Lake, MT 59868




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Jo Gardner <mjgardnerl1234@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:40 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Jo Gardner
mijgardnerl234@gmail.com
1230 5th Ave. E.

Kalispell, MT 59901




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Eliza Goode <eliza.goode@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:45 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Eliza Goode
eliza.goode@gmail.com
902 Peter Koch Tower
Bozeman, MT 59715
4063609033




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathleen Nelson <Kathleengreennelson@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:45 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Kathleen Nelson
Kathleengreennelson@gmail.com
3170 sourdough rd

Bozeman, Mt 59715

579-8499




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathleen Gessaman <1lkfalcon@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:54 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Kathleen Gessaman
1kfalcon@gmail.com

1006 36th Ave NE

Great Falls, Montana 59404
406-452-7106




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Ethel MacDonald <ethelmacd@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:58 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Ethel MacDonald
ethelmacd@gmail.com
316 West Central Ave
Missoula, Montana 59801
4065499722




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dylan Malloy <dylanmalloy@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:06 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Dylan Malloy
dylanmalloy@gmail.com
2402 Locust Street #1
Billings, MT 59101

406 4981936




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Adam MclLane <mclane@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:06 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Adam Mclane
mclane@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Ray W. Loftin <stowawayray@msn.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:18 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Ray W. Loftin
stowawayray@msn.com
503 Pine Street

Anaconda, Montana 59711
4065602534




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Manfred Zanger <beamoc@hvc.rr.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:28 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Manfred Zanger
beamoc@hvc.rr.com

62 Beaverkill Mountain Road
Roscoe, New York 12776




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Francis Kromkowski <f.kromkowski@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:38 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Francis Kromkowski
f.kromkowski@bresnan.net
1207 Hauser Blvd,

Helena, Montana 59601
406-443-0843




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Swanson <maryfswan@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:52 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Swanson
maryfswan@gmail.com
PO Box 82

Emigrant, MT 59027
406-333-4501




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Sarah Ray <sarahmray@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 2:18 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Montana's Net Metering Policy

To the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee:

| urge you to make policy recommendations that will strengthen Montana's Net Metering law. Citizens of
Montana should have the right to produce their own electricity while receiving full credit for energy that they
provide to the utility.

Thank you,

Sarah Ray
Livingston, Montana



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: DEBORAH IZLAR <KAYIZLAR@HOTMAIL.COM>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 2:22 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

DEBORAH IZLAR
KAYIZLAR@HOTMAIL.COM
621 N4TH ST

MISSOULA, MT 59802




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Gerry Jennings <gergerl@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 2:31 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Gerry Jennings
gergerl@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dylan Urbani <Dylurbani@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 2:33 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

. It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Dylan Urbani
Dylurbani@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Tim Crawford <crawdadt@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 3:05 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Montana's solar policies

Montana Legislature Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee
ATTN: ETIC staff Sonja Nowakowski

| would like to be on record supporting rooftop and community solar development.

| have donated a rooftop solar system to Bozeman’s Emerson Cultural Center as well as creating three systems to service
my ranch in Gallatin County, a building in downtown Bozeman, and one to power an irrigation system east of Roundup.

There should be a provision for expanded net metering solar and the generation caps should be generous rather than
restrictive.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

T.H. Crawford

15 S. Tracy Ave., Ste. #8
Bozeman, MT 59715
(406) 585-9333



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jim Parker <westridgecreative@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 3:08 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Please do share my comments with the ETIC legislators. Thank you.

Dear ETIC Legislators,

| support my right as a customer (and for other customers too) to generate clean renewable energy
for my own use, because it allows me to invest in my energy future, saves money on my electric bills,
and creates good-paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue and taking
a stand for CUSTOMERS.

When ready | look forward to reviewing the study, and sincerely hope to see your conclusion one that
identifies net metering of rooftop solar and small wind as a beneficial effect for our economy and
other customers.

| also hope that ETIC considers the benefits of allowing community solar as a beneficial opportunity
for all our communities, so any utility customer— regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop
space— can access solar benefits by purchasing our own share of a larger solar installation. We
have numerous examples of this beneficial policy across the country and near to our state in
Montana. The forward looking utilities (i.e. those who really SERVE their customers) and many, many
rural electric co-ops nationwide have already committed to community solar so they can offer these
encouraging, cost-effective programs for their customers.

Indeed, Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops recently adopted community solar programs
and I, as a customer of NWE and voter, think we should by law, demand this opportunity for both of
Montana's investor owned utilities.

Thank you for your attention and consideration. Let's not be the last best place to get this done!

Jim Parker
1875 Missoula Avenue
Missoula, MT 59802



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Schmidt, Hugo <schmidt@montana.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 3:13 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: net metering and community solar

Dear Energy Interim Committee,

Please work to eliminate barriers for utility customers who have or are considering installing solar panels or
wind generators. Park Electric charges us an extra $9 a month connection fee because we have a 3 kW PV system at our
vacation house near McLeod. It takes about the first ten days of the month to generate enough energy to pay that extra
fee. Also, we lose a special rate for electric slab heating because we have net metering. If public utilities like Northwest
Energy can survive without such extra charges, why can’t coops?

Also, please promote community solar which can benefit homeowners whose location is not favorable for
rooftop solar because of nearby trees or tall buildings. Because of inertia, some people will not install solar because
they must find a contractor and do some planning, but they might sign up for community solar if this eliminates these
barriers.

Thanks for considering these ideas.

Sincerely,

Hugo Schmidt

1429 Cherry Dr.

Bozeman, MT 59715



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Sydney Cook <svcook23@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 3:46 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Sydney Cook
svcook23@hotmail.com
Missoula, MT 59801




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Russell Donnelly <irsd7@verizon.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 3:46 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Russell Donnelly

irsd7 @verizon.net

2114 Oak Road

Baltimore, Maryland 21219-2214
410-388-0898




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Frank and Linda Fellows <fandlfellows@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 3:47 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Frank and Linda Fellows
fandlfellows@gmail.com
111 Mayflower Rd.
Whitehall, MT 59759




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Charles Bocock <fishdoc70@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:23 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Charles Bocock
fishdoc70@gmail.com
51 Prospect Drive
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-727-1964




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Ralph Guay <ssash3@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:43 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Ralph Guay
ssash3@gmail.com

429 S. Sanders St.
Helena, Montana 59601




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Diana McCann <dianamccanna@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:48 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Diana McCann
dianamccanna@gmail.com
Missoula, Montana




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Joel Vignere <aba303@centurytel.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:51 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Joel Vignere
aba303@centurytel.net
PO Box 194

Lakeside, Montana 59922




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Adina Parsley <dickandpat3@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:55 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Adina Parsley
dickandpat3@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: George Mattson <gmattson1004@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:03 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

George Mattson
gmattson1004@gmail.com
47 Hitching Post Rd
Bozeman, MT 597, MT 59715
4065873931




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Sammy Low <cougarcreek7@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:03 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Sammy Low
cougarcreek7 @gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jeffrey Kreidler <jskreidler@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:04 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jeffrey Kreidler
iskreidler@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jonathan Matthews <jmatthews@carroll.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:28 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jonathan Matthews
imatthews@carroll.edu
1633 FLOWERREE ST
Helena, Montana 59601




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Rebecca Durham <Agoseris@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:50 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Rebecca Durham
Agoseris@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Donald Hyndman <dshyndman@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:52 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Donald Hyndman
dshyndman@bresnan.net
615 Hastings Ave/
Missoula, MT 59801
406-543-3278




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Maggie Guttormson <Maggieb183@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:20 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Maggie Guttormson
Maggieb183@gmail.com
59718




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Susan Mavor <sunny.mavor@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:22 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Susan Mavor
sunny.mavor@gmail.com
7007 Bristol Ln

Bozeman, MT 59715
4065814011




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Richard Jones <wickiup@3rivers.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:24 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Richard Jones
wickiup@3rivers.net
Box 1

Ennis, Montana 59729
4065814676




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Monica Haaland <monicah@nemont.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:37 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Monica Haaland
monicah@nemont.net
211 Prairie Dell Rd.
Peerless, Montana 59253
(406)893-4456




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: marion ggerrish <mgerrish295@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:38 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

marion ggerrish
mgerrish295@gmail.com
857 1st ave east north
kalispell , Mt 59901

406 257 6432




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Laura Quick <laura-quick@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:46 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Laura Quick
laura-quick@hotmail.com
59701




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Robert More

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:49 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

. It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

. It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

. It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.
Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for

their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Robert More

Big Sky, Montana



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Brad Packer <Bradpacker32@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:02 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Brad Packer
Bradpacker32@gmail.com
PO Box 269

Ulm, Mt 59485

406 799 7397




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: emorrismt@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:07 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: ETIC and net metering

March 9, 2016

To: Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee
Representative Christopher Pope
Representative Keith Regier
Representative Tom Steenberg
Representative Daniel Zolnikov
Senator Duane Ankney
Senator Pat Connell
Senator Robyn Driscoll
Senator Cliff Larsen

Dear Legislators:
This letter is to thank you for studying the costs and benefits of "net metering." | urge you to support "net metering."

My 13-year old great-granddaughter's world surely will benefit from your leadership now in support of alternative energies.
"Net Metering" is one way for corporations and their customers to collaborate and invest in the future

together. Their communities will

benefit when customers install small solar or wind generation on their own property, receive credit on their energy bill,
send energy back

onto the grid, and reinvest the savings or spend them in the marketplace.

Thank you for your consideration of clean, affordable, renewable energy!

Eileen Morris

1323 Janie Street
Billings MT 59105
406.861.4602
emorrismt@aol.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Peggy Schmidt <pschmidt1604@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:22 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Peggy Schmidt
pschmidt1604@gmail.com
806 W Hallmark Lane
Missoula, Montana 59801




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Rachel York <Rs.york2@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:35 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Rachel York
Rs.york2@gmail.com
204 S 9th Avenue
Bozeman, MT 59715
206 484 3901




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Bill Costigan <muddydingomt@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:44 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Bill Costigan
muddydingomt@gmail.com
PO Box 1027

Bozeman, MT 59771




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Justin Runyon <jbrl60@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 8:01 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Justin Runyon
jbri60@gmail.com

119 S 8th Ave

Bozeman, Montana 59715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Ernest & Martha Scherzer <xberea@blackfoot.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 8:18 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Ernest & Martha Scherzer
xberea@blackfoot.net

33 Lone Wolf Ln

Trout Creek, MT 59874
406-827-0305




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: darrel armstrong <ares.gen7@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 8:33 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

darrel armstrong
ares.gen7@gmail.com
missoula




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Charlie Donnes <charlideonnes@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:19 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Charlie Donnes
charlideonnes@mac.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Karen Roholt <ckroholt@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:32 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

. It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Karen Roholt
ckroholt@gmail.com
3100 Bancroft
Missoula, MT 59801
9518972216




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Corine Lindhorst <hiplain@mt.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:45 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Corine Lindhorst
hiplain@mt.net

103 Golden Valley Loop
Great Falls, Montana 59404
406-750-7341



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Carl Clark <ccarlrn@juno.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:58 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Carl Clark
ccarlrn@juno.com
604 34 Ave NE

Great Falls, MT 59404
4067618322




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Carla Ljunggren <carlaljunggren@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:59 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Carla Ljunggren
carlaljunggren@gmail.com
381 Stewart Court

Billings, Montana 59105




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Robert Edwards <rlepolar@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:11 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Robert Edwards
rlepolar@gmail.com
1208 S Church Ave
Bozeman, MT 59715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lauren de Paepe <depaepey@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:50 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Lauren de Paepe
depaepey@gmail.com
Missoula, MT 59802




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Tyler Nansen <Nansen@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 1:08 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

. It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Tyler Nansen
Nansen@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lualyce Cook <luicook@charter.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 2:40 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Lualyce Cook
luicook@charter.net
59840




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Suzanne Donnelly <veriunique59@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 2:46 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Suzanne Donnelly
veriuniqgue59@gmail.com

7719 Sparrows Point Blvd

Sparrows Point, Maryland 21219-2214
443-600-6077




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Sally jo Beck <Sjbeck4d@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 6:19 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

. It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Sally jo Beck
Sibeck4@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: NANCY WEFLEN <jntax@nemont.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 6:40 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

NANCY WEFLEN
jntax@nemont.net

112 East Railroad Avenue
Plentywood, MT 59254
406-765-1081




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Chelsea Marshall <chelsea-marshall@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 6:56 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Chelsea Marshall
chelsea-marshall@hotmail.com
1213 N Pinecrest Dr

Bozeman , MT 59715
6052103326




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Dixon <Marydixon03@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 6:56 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Dixon
Marydixon03@hotmail.com
1132 6th Ave W

Columbia Falls, MT 59912
406-471-0464




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Karen Ladanye <kare7399@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 7:23 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Karen Ladanye
kare7399@gmail.com
3433 Lloyd Ct.
Missoula, MT 59803




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dennis Haywood <ddhaywood@wildblue.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 7:46 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Dennis Haywood
ddhaywood@wildblue.net
2485 Three Bars Drive

East Helena, Montana 59635




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: David Lewis <davidlewismontana@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:15 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

David Lewis
davidlewismontana@gmail.com
7050 Donovan Ck RD

Clinton, Montana 59825
529-2049




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jim Emerson <alpinepots@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:07 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jim Emerson
alpinepots@yahoo.com
Helena, Mt 59624




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Carol Edwards <polebridgemod@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:10 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Carol Edwards
polebridgemod@yahoo.com
10641 North Fork Rd.
Polebridge, MT 59928
4064498024




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Barbara Gulick
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:37 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mrs. Barbara Gulick
2018 12th St W

Billings, MT 59102-3208
(406) 259-3622
bjgulick@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: James Rokosch <jrokosch@cybernetl.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:06 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

James Rokosch
jrokosch@cybernetl.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Gwen McKenna
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 6:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Gwen McKenna

2003 26th Ave

Missoula, MT 59804-6436
(406) 546-1192
gmckettering@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 8, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Jennifer Walworth
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Tuesday, March 08, 2016 6:26 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Jennifer Walworth
501 Woodworth Ave

Missoula, MT 59801-6044

jwalworth@missoulacatholicschools.org




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Marilyn Hill
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 7:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mrs. Marilyn Hill

PO Box 160277

Big Sky, MT 59716-0277
(406) 995-4238
snowsquidmax@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Brant Williams
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 7:32 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

Allow net metering. Do it.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Dr. Brant Williams

646 W Crestline Dr
Missoula, MT 59803-2202
(406) 214-4800
brantdanger@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Nike Stevens
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 7:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

| am for net metering and the abilities of individuals and businesses to create their own clean renewable energy and
receive credit for it.
That is the American way to encourage individual action and reward it.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Dr. Nike Stevens

15300 Horse Creek Rd
Bozeman, MT 59715-9630
stevenswildlife@earthlink.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 8, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Joel Vignere
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Tuesday, March 08, 2016 7:26 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Think toward the future, not over your shoulder.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Joel Vignere
PO Box 194

Lakeside, MT 59922-0194

(406) 844-3479
aba303@centurytel.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Richard Mulligan
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 8:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Anything and everything that can be done in the name of energy conservation and efficiency--in the name of God, for
the sake of the Earth and every one and everything on it--should be pursued without consideration to partisan politics or
the interests of ANY corporation or other government or private entity whatsoever.

Anyone not employing this philosophy will be considered removable from their position. Period.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Richard Mulligan

416 Main St

Stevensville, MT 59870-2542
rangerrickm@hotmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 8, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Michael Fried
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Tuesday, March 08, 2016 8:26 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Dr. Michael Fried

3547 Prestwick Rd
Billings, MT 59101-9468
(406) 254-8787
mfried@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 8, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Gregory Rider
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Tuesday, March 08, 2016 7:56 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Gregory Rider
6 Meadowlark Rdg

Great Falls, MT 59405-5532

(406) 452-6678
mtrider4@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 8, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Jane Timmerman
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:26 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Jane Timmerman
186 Rosewood Dr Apt A

Kalispell, MT 59901-3482

jarotim@hotmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Elizabeth
Ametsbichler <mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 8:56 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Dr. Elizabeth Ametsbichler
2405 Raymond Ave
Missoula, MT 59802-3413
(406) 370-9621
liz.ametsbichler@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 8, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Lilyana Srnouy
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Tuesday, March 08, 2016 10:02 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Lilyana Srnouy

2124 N Rouse Ave Trir 10
Bozeman, MT 59715-2247

mslilyana@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 8, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Steve McArthur
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:56 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Steve McArthur
3406 W Central Ave

Missoula, MT 59804-6330

stevemcarthur@aol.con




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Denise Barber
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 8:27 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The Stone Age did not end because they ran out of stones. It's time to end the age of coal and leave whatever is left in
the ground and instead put all of our energy into developing and encouraging the use of renewable energy. For this
reason, we need to continue to allow for, and even expand net metering in Montana.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Denise Barber

513 Graham St

Helena, MT 59601-5532
drothbarber@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Denise Barber
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 8:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The Stone Age did not end because they ran out of stones. It's time to end the age of coal and leave whatever is left in
the ground and instead put all of our energy into developing and encouraging the use of renewable energy. For this
reason, we need to continue to allow for, and even expand net metering in Montana.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Denise Barber

513 Graham St

Helena, MT 59601-5532
drothbarber@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of scott lawhead
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 8:57 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong. The coal miners lung type of job will be replaced by
a cleaner, more efficient form of energy. If any of these points are not true or | am missing a pertinent point, please
email the correction.

This is not a political point. This is a positive move toward a cleaner, happier future.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. scott lawhead

1230 Riparian Dr

Columbia Falls, MT 59912-4510
sclawhead@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Rich Clawson
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

The third Win-Win, forUS is the economic growth generated by this new energy recourse.. It is a Triple Play for our
Environment, Economy, and Path Toward Self reliance.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Rich Clawson

611 N 12th St

Billings, MT 59101-0427
(406) 245-2995
richardatgrafix@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Deborah Hayes
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 10:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Dr. Deborah Hayes

2235 Hillside Dr

Missoula, MT 59803-1152

(406) 543-8405
deborah.hayes1030@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Catherine Logan
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 10:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 8, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

This will also help MT meet its carbon emission reductions.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mrs. Catherine Logan

PO Box 482

Emigrant, MT 59027-0482
(406) 333-4850
catherineplogan@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Janet Lyon
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:18 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Janet Lyon

PO Box 8032

Missoula, MT 59807-8032
webmaster@3sisters.org




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Mary Strickroth
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:18 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

| am a homeowner who has made the personal investment in solar energy on my home. | did this because | strongly
believe our community, our state and our country need to become more forward thinking with regard to renewable
energy. To encourage growth in renewal energy usage, we need to provide incentives for current and future investment
in solar energy. Net metering is an essential incentive that enables citizens to recapture their financial outlay over time. |
urge you to uphold and enhance Montana's net metering policy.

We must end our dependence on coal and other dirty energy sources. We need to envision new economies based on
clean, renewable energy. Solar and wind projects create jobs, keep air and water clean, enable our land to retain its
integrity, and provide the means for Montanans to take definitive action to reduce their carbon footprint.

Net metering allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills. Clean energy like wind
and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers. Net metering and tax credits empowers Montanans to make decisions
that result in positive change with regard to energy consumption.

Please do the right thing by maintaining liberal net metering policies in Montana. The time is NOW. We simply must
move forward.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Mary Strickroth
14 Gardiner View Rd
Gardiner, MT 59030
mijstrickroth@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Alan Hilden
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:53 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Alan Hilden

720 Judicial Ave

Billings, MT 59105-2130
ailden@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Lucas Wilkinson
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:22 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Lucas Wilkinson
631b Cooley St

Missoula, MT 59802-2518

elysbike@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Dianne Grove
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:22 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mrs. Dianne Grove
586 Hidden Valley Dr

Whitefish, MT 59937-8495

dianneg44@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lindsey Hagmaier <lindseyhagmaier@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:42 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Lindsey Hagmaier
lindseyhagmaier@yahoo.com
253 Northgate Loop

Helena, Montana 59602




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Martha Newell
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:53 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

By putting solar panels on our house, we generally do not have to buy electricity from May through at least November
(and last year it was through February). With favorable laws for larger projects, clean energy could contribute more to
the system.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Martha Newell

922 Taylor St

Missoula, MT 59802-4845
mnewell@montana.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Jonathan Matthews
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:22 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Please Expand Net Metering in Montana

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

Please expand the use of clean, renewable energy as itallows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on
their energy bills in a way that makes sense to their unique situations. Clean energy like wind and solar, are a win-win for
Montana ratepayers. They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future.
Renewable energy keeps our air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Dr. Jonathan Matthews
1633 Flowerree St
Helena, MT 59601-5903
(406) 447-4351
imatthews@carroll.edu




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Beth Covitt
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:22 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Beth Covitt
14 September Dr

Missoula, MT 59802-3322

bcovitt@umich.edu




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Gail and John
Richardson <mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:45 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

As conservationists we believe in the future of clean energy to propel us forward. Climate change of the 21st century
demands that we act. The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on
their energy bills in a way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for
Montana ratepayers. They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future.
Renewable energy keeps our air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thanks for listening.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Gail and John Richardson
5263 Cimmeron Dr
Bozeman, MT 59715-8756
envirogail@g.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Wade Hoskin <w_hoskin@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:57 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Wade Hoskin
w_hoskin@yahoo.com
310S 3rd St

Bridger, MT 59014
4066706918




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Wynn Jessup <wjpapa2@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:04 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Wynn Jessup
wjpapa2@aol.com
Bozeman, Montana




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Barry Flamm <barryexplorer@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:11 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Barry Flamm
barryexplorer@yahoo.com
295 Montana Landing
Polson, MT 59860




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lee Travis <lIrtravis2@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:17 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Lee Travis
Irtravis2@yahoo.com
710 Red Letter St
Helena, MT 59601
406-442-6816




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Toddy Perryman
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:22 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

My family just ordered 12 solar panels to be installed this spring.
Our decision was helped by the tax credits available and the fact that we can get net metering. These things are helping
to clean up our air and energy future.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Toddy Perryman

1525 Silver Sage Ln
Corvallis, MT 59828-9573
tperryman@bitterroot.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Margie Reck <redmtnranch@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:27 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Margie Reck
redmtnranch@yahoo.com
340 Bear Creek Loop
Cameron, MT 59720




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Vicky Crampton <Ranchosanmiguel@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:41 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Vicky Crampton
Ranchosanmiguel@aol.com
Bozeman




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mark Polakoff <markpolakoff@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:47 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mark Polakoff
markpolakoff@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Patricia Hogan
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:15 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Patricia Hogan
1650 S 12th St W

Missoula, MT 59801-4824

(406) 543-5509
phogan@mt.gov




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jessica Fielden <jesigata@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:09 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jessica Fielden
jesigata@yahoo.com
6620 Woodland Pl
Oakland, CA 94611




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Ernest Scherzer
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:46 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Ernest Scherzer
33 Lone Wolf Rd

Trout Creek, MT 59874-9641

(406) 827-0305
xberea@blackfoot.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Megan Faber
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 11:50 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue

of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they

need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.
Sincerely

Ms. Megan Faber

1285 S Sherman St

Denver, CO 80210-1512

(303) 744-9907
megancatherinefaber@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Roxanna Mclaughlin <gaia_maid@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 12:12 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Roxanna Mclaughlin
gaia_maid@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: robin vogler <vogler_robin@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:34 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

robin vogler

vogler robin@yahoo.com
958 blue lake In

bigfork, MT 59911
4068374543




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Linda Semones
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 2:07 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Linda Semones

404 S Church Ave

Bozeman, MT 59715-4817
lindasemones@hotmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Thibaudeau <purplemaryt@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:00 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Thibaudeau
purplemaryt@aol.com

P O Box 1823

Great Falls, Montana 59403
4067882835




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Suzanne Thweatt
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 1:59 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Suzanne Thweatt
36 Harrison Ave
Helena, MT 59601-6234

suzanne.svec.thweatt@facebook.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Wulff <cedarorion@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 2:19 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Wulff
cedarorion@yahoo.com
Hamilton 59840




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathryn Posten <katyposten@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 3:28 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Kathryn Posten
katyposten@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Ellen Sanford
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:10 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Ellen Sanford
1718 Tammany St

Anaconda, MT 59711-1713

esanford@g.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Hugh Zackheim <montanazac@mac.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:36 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Solar Energy & Net Metering

Please pass along my comments to the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee.

| urge the Committee to take bold and forceful actions to support and expand Montanans' ability to develop roof-too
solar energy, including implementation of a net-metering program that recognizes and rewards Montanans who invest
in producing solar energy. We are creative, skilled, independent and hard-working. The ability to develop solar energy
represents the best expression of these Montana traits. And it bolsters OUR ECONOMY, not the out-of-state corporate
interests who drain funds from Montana.

Please show the political courage and independence needed NOW to advance solar energy, environmental progress and
Montana jobs.

Thank you,
Hugh Zackheim
315 Ming Place
Helena 59601

Sent from my iPhone



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Edelman <kidcurry@ronan.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:42 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Edelman
kidcurry@ronan.net
33142 Canyon Mill Rd.
Ronan, Mt 59864
4066764919




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Heather Dawson <hdawson@ronan.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:44 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Heather Dawson
hdawson@ronan.net
33142 Canyon Mill Rd
Ronan, MT 59864-9170
4066764919




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Charles Fitts <chic_fitts@stanfordalumni.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:10 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Charles Fitts
chic_fitts@stanfordalumni.org
missoula, MT 59802




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Bryan McDaniel <Bmcdaniel264@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:19 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Bryan McDaniel
Bmcdaniel264@gmail.com
17610 Rocky Mountain Rd
belgrade, Mt 59714
4063886698




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: David Harmon <ecollama@msn.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:59 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

David Harmon
ecollama@msn.com
3500 Duncan Drive
Missoula, MT 59802




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Roberta Klein <herbrobin@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:07 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Roberta Klein
herbrobin@gmail.com
6101 Shadow Circle Drive
Bozeman, Montana 59715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Charles Nelson <ccn-home@earthlink.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:20 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

. It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Charles Nelson
cch-home@earthlink.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mike O'Connell <moconnell@oconnelldesigns.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:30 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mike O'Connell
moconnell@oconnelldesigns.com
P.O. Box 6368

BOZEMAN, MT 59771




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Gary Weiner <garyrweiner@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:38 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Gary Weiner
garyrweiner@gmail.com
4030 Sourdough Road
Bozeman, MT 59715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Stacy Reid <stacylreid@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:45 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Stacy Reid
stacylreid@gmail.com
59937




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dr. Jim Cooper <jacooper@midrivers.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:54 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Dr. Jim Cooper
jacooper@midrivers.com
PO Box 774

Lewistown, MT 59457




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: David Katz <dkatzj@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:20 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support net metering

Ms. Nowakowski,
Net metering is essential to transition Montana to a clean energy economy.

It is essential that Montana make that transition. Coal is dying, as evidenced by the expected closure
of two Colstrip power plants, and the demise of other fossil fuels will follow as the world transitions to
clean fuels.

Solar is growing quickly, but net metering is required to make the necessary growth of rooftop and
commercial solar economically viable.

David Katz
Nye



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Campbell <basicblocks@wildblue.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:23 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Campbell
basicblocks@wildblue.net
Troy, MT




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathryn Iverson <menze002@umn.edu>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:53 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net Metering Support

Dear Honorable Legislators of the Energy Telecommunications Interim Committee,

My husband and | are owners of two residential properties in Silver Gate, MT that are serviced by Flathead
Electric Co-op.

We support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows
individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

We look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop
solar and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced
community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor
owned utilities.

Sincerely, Dr. Mike Menzel & Kathy Iverson



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Caitlin Piserchia <capiserchia@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:03 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Caitlin Piserchia
capiserchia@gmail.com
516 North Ave East
Missoula, Montana 59801




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: D wick <wickmt@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:04 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Please tell Montana Legislators to Support Net Metering!!
It is an exciting new field of which Montana and Montanans would benefit greatly.

Net metering by it's very nature would encourage more Montanans to pursue the solar and wind energy
market.

Montana is the only home we have ever known, and want to keep it, well, Montana!!

We, 4th generation Montanans, are researching renewable energy sources for our home and would love to be
a part of this amazing industry.

Please, please, please give Net Metering a whole-hearted thumbs UP!
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Kenneth and Daun Wick
125 Shirley Way
Anaconda, MT 59711
406.797.3924



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lana & Charles Sangmeister <Icsangmeister@nemont.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:08 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Ms. Sonja Nowakowski,
Please share my email with the entire ETI legislative committee. Thank you!

Dear Legislators, | support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it
allows individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-paying
local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

| look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar and
small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

Your Committee should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion of a large,
shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced community solar
because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar programs and |
think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor owned utilities.

Lana Sangmeister
Nye, MT
406-328-4843



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: M Ford <mjf503@juno.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:36 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

M Ford

mjf503@juno.com

506 5th

Deer Lodge, Montana 59722




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Elli Hawks <hawks@mtintouch.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 12:53 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear ETIC legislators:
As a rancher in central Montana, | support allowing net metering and the opportunity it provides in our rural areas.
Thank you.

Paul Hawks
Melville, Mt



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Lisa Autio <lautio2002@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 1:46 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Hello Sonja

| believe this is the time to adopt the ability of all Montanans to generate their own power through non-fossil fuel
energy sources like wind and solar, and to allow net metering.

At this time all energy customers in Montana have long been subject to the whim of power companies who charge
whatever they want to. Net metering forces them to treat consumers as customers.

Thank you,

Lisa Autio
Missoula, MT 59802



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Archer/Tully <archtul@bresnan.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 1:41 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

To the members of the ETIC:

We strongly support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use. It
allows individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and
creates good-paying local jobs.

We also look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering
of rooftop solar and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a
portion of a larger, shared solar installation.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's
investor owned utilities.

Thanks for your consideration of this matter.

Barbara Archer and Tom Tully
2210 Pryor Ln

Billings, MT 59102
archtul@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Nina Alviar <Ninapdoula@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 2:06 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Nina Alviar
Ninapdoula@gmail.com
1620 Howell st
Missoula, MT 59802
406-546-4697




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Tom Alsaker <tom.alsaker.mec@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 2:10 PM

To: Cliff Larsen

Cc: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: ETIC Committee

Attachments: ETIC Committee Memo.docx

Senator Larsen,

Attached is a letter addressing some of my concerns in advance of your ETIC Committee meeting scheduled for
tomorrow. If this could be shared with other members of the Committee that would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Tom Alsaker



March 10, 2016

Dear Senator CIiff Larsen:

I was hopeful that this current ETIC Interim Session would bring some agreement among parties
with net-metering interests so that a repeat of last year’s Legislative Session might be avoided.

| believe the attitude in the recent Montana Renewable Energy Association’s call to action shows

they don’t have a similar view.

After listening to all of the rhetoric concerning this issue over the last several years and growing
tired of their efforts to demonize the utilities for their position regarding renewables and net-
metering | was motivated to try and do something. | thought it would show the *“other side” that
we should be able to come to some common ground if the utilities ventured into the world of

solar energy.

My primary motive was not to suggest it would be a great investment, but more the opportunity
for those interested in participating for other reasons. | believe we as a utility will learn how to

deal with the changes it brings to us.

The latest effort from the Montana Renewable Energy Association shows it has fallen on deaf

ears.

Please do what you can to instill some reasonableness to the discussions and recommendations
from your committee so that a repeat of last year’s Legislative Session regarding this issue may

be avoided.

Sincerely,

Tom Alsaker
Trustee, Missoula Electric Cooperative



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Suzanne Voss <sunshine47y@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 2:47 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Suzanne Voss
sunshine47y@gmail.com
221 Helmville Cemetery Rd.
Helmville, MT 59843




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: john dunkum <dunkum@bresnan.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 3:17 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

john dunkum
dunkum@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: John Dunkum <dunkum@bresnan.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 3:25 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Sonja,

| support net metering as | support customers’ right to generate clean renewable energy and save money on
their electric bills. | hope your committee concludes that net metering of rooftop solar and small wind has a
beneficial effect on the economy and other customer; please also consider the benefits of allowing community
solar projects. Thank you for considering this important issue, and happy Spring.

Sincerely, John Dunkum (in Mlssoula)



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathleen Vaughan <pvaughanl84@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 3:39 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Kathleen Vaughan
pvaughanl184@gmail.com
184 Daly Ave.

Hamilton, Montana 59840




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Rebecca Richardson <Beckyjrichardson@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 4:00 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Rebecca Richardson
Beckyjrichardson@gmail.com
1501 88 th St W

Billings , MT 59106
406-850-2743




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Nancy Condit <Nancondit@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 4:13 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Nancy Condit
Nancondit@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Katherine Haque-Hausrath <kmhausrath@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 4:28 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Please support net metering

Hello,

I am writing in support of maintaining the current net metering available to utility customers (net metering over
the year up to what is used by the customer), and considering increasing the strength of net metering. Please
provide these comments to the energy interim committee.

My husband and | recently installed solar panels on our house. We spent over $30,000 that went directly to
supporting a local Montana business and creating jobs. (Our contractor actually hired a new employee during
the course of our project.) However, economically it makes sense to be able to net meter over the year, because
we produce more power in the summer, and use more power in the winter. We relied upon the continued
existence of net metering in making this investment in our home, as did other customers who have installed
solar panels. Removing net metering would essentially result in a regulatory taking of our property, because the
solar panels (our property) would be less valuable and useful than they were when we purchased them. Please
continue to support net metering.

Net metering makes the grid stronger by creating multiple sources of energy generation. It also helps reduce
climate change by promoting alternative energy sources into the grid.

Thank you for your consideration and please support net metering.
Regards,
Katherine Haque-Hausrath

312 N. Ewing Street
Helena, MT 59601

Sent from my iPhone



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Catherine Logan <catherineplogan@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 5:40 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Cc: Jesse Logan

Subject: Dear ETIC, Please expand net-metering & renewable energy opportunities for all
Montanans.

Dear ETIC,

Please expand net-metering & renewable energy opportunities for all Montanans. We all deserve the liberty to
choose alternative energy, net-metering, as well as community solar/wind projects regardless of income,
building ownership, or building & land restraints.

| support ratepayers rights to generate their own electricity and pass along their excess generation through the
grid line to the next user, so they all can reap electricity bill savings. Clean, renewable energy that's generated
and distributed locally is more affordable all around - it even offers utility companies lower wholesale rates
while reducing line loss inefficiency, and their transmission costs. Expanding renewable energy would also
decrease costs in reducing Montana's carbon emissions.

Montana citizens, businesses, and utility companies deserve these economic benefits and job opportunities that
accessible and reliable renewable energy can offer them.

Plus, renewable energy keeps our air and water clean.

If you have any doubts about advancing renewable energy for Montana then please continue to review how
other states are already successfully pursuing this worthwhile venture. One utility company that is well
underway in transitioning into a fully solar powered entity is Vermont's Green Mountain Power, and it is a
compelling example.

Thank you for considering our input,

Catherine P. and Jesse A. Logan
9C Avalon Ct., Box 482
Emigrant, MT 59027-0482
(406) 333-4850



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Deborah Hanson <hans_deb@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 5:46 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Sonja,
As Legislative staffer for the ETIC Committee, please distribute my comments to the committee members.

It seems like a no-brainer to allow individual Montanans to invest in their energy future, save money on their
electric

bills and be self-sufficient by supporting a customers’ right to generate clean renewable energy for their own
use.

It also would create good-paying jobs. Here in eastern MT we generated enough comments to the PSC
regarding

MDU’s proposal to stop net metering to cause them to withdraw that proposal.

The benefits of allowing community solar to allow any utility customer to access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large

shared solar installation are such that ETIC should consider embracing this concept. Many utilities and rural
C0-0ps

across the country have embraced community solar because they can offer this program for their customers;
take

Flathead, Missoula and Ravalli Electric Co-ops as examples.

Please consider these points as you review your study.
Sincerely,
Deborah Hanson

Miles City MT
hans deb@hotmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dorinda Troutman <dorindatroutman@centurylink.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 5:55 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Dorinda Troutman
dorindatroutman@centurylink.net
PO Box 174

Hamilton, MONTANA 59840
4063631806




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Connie Warner <conniebwarner@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 6:01 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Connie Warner
conniebwarner@gmail.com
584 Wishart Rd

Kalispell, Montana 59901




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: mason witt <mtdragon@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 7:42 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

mason witt
mtdragon@hotmail.com
3023 s clark st

missoula, MT 59801
4063962392




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Bert Lindler <blindler@montana.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:13 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Bert Lindler
blindler@montana.com
2523 Klondike Court
Missoula, Montana 59808




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: lynbobhilten@att.net

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:17 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Sirs;

When there is an obvious solution to the pollution caused by finite fossil fuels, why would you not support it? We have
been under the thumb of the fossil fuel industry since 1973 when ARAMCO stopped shipments of oil to the U.S. that
forced the federal government to remove price controls on oil in this country! Most folks don't remember this. | would
hope you do and act accordingly. It is high time.

Bob Hilten

Sent from my iPad



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Mary Dostal <mdostal@bresnan.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:18 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Mary Dostal
mdostal@bresnan.net
2211 Pryor Lane
Billings, Montana 59102
406-656-8663




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Christy Gerrits <christygerrits@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:37 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Letter in support of net metering to Energy and Telecommunications Interim

Committee members

March 10, 2016
Dear Chairman Keith Regier and members of the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee,

I am writing in support of net metering to encourage individuals to install solar panels to either offset their
electric bills or actually create all of their household needs. | am actually writing from experience, as my
husband and I just installed 40 solar panels at our home in 2014. While the federal government tax credit for
the solar panels was an incentive to install the panels, without net metering it would have been prohibitively
expensive. Net metering allows us to 'store’ the excess energy we produce on the net, and then when the sun
goes down, we can access that energy, per se. Otherwise we would have to install expensive batteries to store
excess electricity.

Installing the panels involved paying contractors and electricians, so we were helping to provide jobs for local
residents. Since we installed the panels, we have produced more energy than we need almost every month,
except January, so we are helping the state and Nation reach clean energy goals. It is a great feeling, knowing
that we are producing all of our household energy by harnessing the sun's energy.

Most importantly, we are contributing to this Nation's and the world's efforts to reduce the carbon dioxide
emissions so that we can start to curb global warming. That should be everyone's ultimate goal in all decisions.

Thank you for your time,
Christy Gerrits
christygerrits@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Nellieisrael@aol.com

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:38 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

| support net metering for the reasons stated. It is very important to establish this in Montana.
Thank you, Nellie Israel, PO Box 76, Joliet, MT 59041



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Catherine L Scarff <Clgordie@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 9:43 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Catherine L Scarff
Clgordie@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Carol Zimmer <montanazim@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:01 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Carol Zimmer
montanazim@gmail.com
MONTANA




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: D.L. Blank <dblankl@cyberport.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:30 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

D.L. Blank
dblankl@cyberport.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Shari Dayton <shari.missoula@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:40 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Shari Dayton
shari.missoula@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Charlene Woodcock <charlene@woodynet.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:26 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

To ETIC and all Montana legislators:

The US is falling far behind other countries in addressing climate change and recognizing that if our children are to have
a decent life on our planet we MUST stop mining, transporting, and burning fossil fuels.

Fortunately, especially in Montana, we can turn to wind and solar energy and the costs for both have fallen dramatically
in the past few years.

There are many more jobs to be had from broad and vibrant renewable energy production and Montana’s economy will
benefit greatly, as will the health of its citizens and especially children, to have clean air, unpolluted by coal dust,
methane fumes, and water protected from being poisoned by fracking.

| strongly support every incentive to help people purchase solar arrays and communities to put up wind generators
where appropriate. Many ranches and farms would benefit by investing in solar and wind and they certainly should be
encouraged to do so by approval of net metering.

In addition, ETIC should support community solar so anyone who recognizes the benefits of moving to clean renewable
energy can participate in production of solar energy even if they don’t own a roof to put a solar array on. It's very
encouraging that the western Montana Electric Co-ops have adopted community solar programs. Let’s make them
available to all Montanans.

Thanks for your study of these issues.
Charlene M. Woodcock

37 West Main St., D
Bozeman 59715



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Diann Heivilin <dheivilin@montanasky.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:57 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Diann Heivilin
dheivilin@montanasky.net
550 Webster Lane
Whitefish, Montana 59937
4068626175




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Gary Matson <gjmatson@montana.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 6:01 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

| thank our Montana legislators serving on the Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee
for their efforts in studying the effects of net metering, which would enable customers to install solar
or wind generation on their property and receive credit on their energy bill.

| am a 49-year Montana resident and grandfather and know that full utilization of renewable energy is
an essential key to the well-being of my children and grandchildren. | am grateful for progress we’ve
enjoyed with coal and oil as primary energy resources but know that fuels for energy production must
change to preserve quality of life for future generations.

| strongly support net metering and the increasing role it can play in ensuring our energy future. |
believe that utility companies can take advantage of private citizens’ generation of energy through the
renewable resources of solar and wind. This is a “win-win-win-win-win” situation: 1) Utilities can
generate power at a lower cost than if they invested in large, centralized generation; 2) Utilities and
their investors can continue to receive financial gain through the transmission of power generated by
their customers; 3) Improvements in the “grid” through ongoing development of “micro-grids” can
increase the dependability of power transmission; 4) Customers can enjoy lower cost energy; 5)
Future generations will be less impacted by increasingly serious effects of climate change because of
the currently exponentially increasing atmospheric of CO2.

| look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar
and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced
community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor
owned utilities.

Gary Matson

PO Box 308
Milltown MT 59851
(406) 370-6584



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kris Matteucci <Krism@bresnan.net>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 6:55 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Kris Matteucci
Krism@bresnan.net
204 Clay

Butte, Mt 59701




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: June Persons <jbug@rangeweb.net>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 7:08 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

June Persons

jbug@rangeweb.net

142 Otter Creek Rd

Ashland, MT - Montana 59003-9414




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Joe Weydt <Arl3335@blackfoot.net>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 8:08 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Joe Weydt
Arl3335@blackfoot.net
32310 Jocko Canyon Road
Arlee, MT 59821
4067263335




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: William Woodhouse <billw@3rivers.net>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 8:26 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Please support net metering. It is very important to our energy future. It will provide clean affordable energy where
needed, with little effect on environment.

Thank You

Bill Woodhouse

Power Mt 59468

406-217-5668



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Barbara Farrell <mslabarb@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 8:31 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Barbara Farrell
mslabarb@gmail.com
2741 Renae Ct.

Missoula, Montana 59804
4065469100




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Brenda Frey <brenda.frey@rocketmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:07 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Brenda Frey
brenda.frey@rocketmail.com
4536 Seneca Street

West Seneca, NY 14224




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Matthew Uland
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 5:38 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

Personal Solar and wind energy systems deserve our continued support.
Please continue to allow net metering to stimulate renewable energy systems.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Matthew Uland
411 S Lamborn St
Helena, MT 59601-4604
(406) 442-2052
muland@stpetes.org




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Louis Schmidt <Imschmidt63@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 6:22 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Louis Schmidt
Imschmidt63@yahoo.com
555 Kaeding Creek Rd.
Whitefish, MT 59937




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Claudia Narcisco
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 7:12 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 9, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

| believe it is my responsibility as a citizen to carry renewable energy forward. Coal-powered electrical generation is
perhaps the only component of our modern lifestyle that languishes in a technology over

150 years old. Not our appliances, transportation, digital TV's, computers, smart phones, GPS, our homes, medical
advances and on and on and on. Coal-powered electrical generation wouldn't languish either, if it weren't so heavily
subsidized and allowed by legislative action to be an anchor, the weight of which is a ball and chain making us prisoners
to an energy past rather than to move forward to a high tech energy future.

With current natural gas prices so low, and all the energy conservation efforts | have applied to my home and lifestyle,
my energy bill is low.

But still I plan to invest in solar, even though | may not see the economic return for many years to come. | am not a
wealthy person, rather a retiree with a very modest, even below average income. So it is not a matter of me having
excess wealth or money to burn. | plan on making this investment not because it is going to be a windfall for me in the
few decades | have left in this life. | plan on making this investment because it is the right and the moral thing to do.

We citizens, rely on you to be leaders to help us transition to the energy future, not to be a sinking anchor to the past.
Please do the right thing and meet taxpayers, homeowners and voters like me half way and expand net metering as a
way to help balance the cost of installing this new technology. Your children and grandchildren will thank you. | will
thank you.

Sincerely,
Claudia Narcisco

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely



Ms. Claudia Narcisco
5607 Gharrett Ave
Missoula, MT 59803-3009
(406) 531-3673
cdnarcisco@gmail.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Hugh McFadden <hbmcfadden@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:08 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Hugh McFadden
hbmcfadden@yahoo.com
1418 Cherry Dr

Bozeman, MT 59715




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Michael Enk
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:33 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Michael Enk
PO Box 1408

Great Falls, MT 59403-1408

(406) 453-6834
trouter .com



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Stephen Schombel <stephenschombel@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:38 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Stephen Schombel
stephenschombel@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jennifer Ferguson <ja_ferguson@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:51 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Jennifer Ferguson
ja_ferguson@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Kathleen Carlin <kmc4_l@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:51 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Kathleen Carlin

kmc4 1@yahoo.com
423 Lordwith Dr

Billings , Montana 59102




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Rocio Muhs
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:06 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mrs. Rocio Muhs
2735 Valley View Dr

Missoula, MT 59803-2530

solimarl27@qg.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 9, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Jeannette Gregg
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Wednesday, March 09, 2016 10:10 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mrs. Jeannette Gregg
31679 Sunrise Dr
Polson, MT 59860
jgreggl967@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 10, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Robert Kaiser
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Thursday, March 10, 2016 7:35 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Robert Kaiser
PO Box 5510

Whitefish, MT 59937-5510

(406) 862-6677
bobkaiserl@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Bruce Bender <brucebendr@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:51 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Bruce Bender
brucebendr@aol.com
365 Kensington Ave
Missoula, MT 59801




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Melinda Ferrell <mferrell_9874@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 3:38 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Melinda Ferrell
Trout Creek, MT 59874

Melinda Ferrell

mferrell 9874@yahoo.com

21 Riverfront Dr S

Trout Creek, Montana 59874-9412
4068274341




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Heather Baughman <hbombpow@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 3:03 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Heather Baughman
hbombpow@yahoo.com
4955 Patterson Rd
Bozeman, MT 59718
4065703878




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Aaron Reckley
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 1:00 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 10, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. While there may be an overhead cost upfront, the long run savings of
both money and resources from generating electricity far outweigh any one-time installation fees.

Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Aaron Reckley

1237 Kensington Ave
Missoula, MT 59801-5630
nfg25@yahoo.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 10, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Don Bianchi
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:55 AM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Don Bianchi
707 Minnesota St Apt B

Belgrade, MT 59714-4148

biaprop2@charter.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Katie Goidich <katie.goidich@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 8:39 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Katie Goidich
katie.goidich@icloud.com
1900 Maurice Ave 104A
Missoula, MT 59801




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: stephen braun <stephen@wildgriz.net>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 8:50 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

stephen braun
stephen@wildgriz.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Donna and Jim Onstott <uplandfarml@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 9:17 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net Metering

| am writing in support of net metering because it would help customers to generate their own clean,
renewable energy to offset their energy needs. Current laws present an artificial barrier to Montana
citizens’ ability to receive fair credit for the energy they supply to the electrical grid. Individuals should
be able to make their own energy choices unhampered by arbitrary constraints on the market.

Donna Onstott

P.O. Box 830
Livingston, MT 59047
406.220.1617



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: jack.isbell@gmail.com on behalf of Jack Isbell <jack.isbell@solarmontana.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 10:20 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net Metering

March 11, 2016
Dear Chairman and Members of the Interim Energy Committee,

I strongly urge your support to ensure that Northwest Energy customers can continue net metering to protect and encourage our investments
in solar energy.

For over ten years I've been designing, selling and installing renewable energy systems in Helena and the
surrounding areas. Every year it seems that there is more demand and more interest. People love the idea of
being able to harness sunlight and create electricity on their own roofs.

We have been expanding our business, and | have recently opened a new store front downtown, where | employ
two other full time positions, as well as subcontract many other trades through out Helena. Net metering is
creating local jobs and keeping money in local economies.

Current net metering laws have made this possible, changing them could really hurt my business and many
others throughout Montana. Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Kind Regards,

Jackson Isbell

NABCEP Certified Solar PV Installer ™
Solar Montana

Store(406) 442-4828

Cell(406) 459-9460

324 Fuller Ave. Ste. C2

PO Box 4196

Helena, MT 59604
www.solarmontana.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: bob filipovich <bob filipovich@live.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:16 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Please forward my comments to the ETIC. Thanks. bob.filipovich@live.com Helena 449 6039

| support net metering and legislation to encourage it because net metering:

#gets citizens (voters) thinking about their energy use. This will lead to more electricity efficiency and
energy conservation.

#will apply economic pressure to stimulate market innovation and individual responses regarding electricity
generation, transmission, distribution, and use. These responses have already begun.

H#encourages communities, neighborhoods, and even forward-looking individuals within communities to
cooperate and coordinate their resources to gain a more level footing when dealing with electricity generating
monopolies. Community solar projects, for example, are already showing the way forward in at least 3
Montana electricity coop programs.

#Embodies the self-reliance so much prized by Montanans. As electricity storage methods improve,
Montanans will move away from the monopoly, away from the pollution coming from coal-generated
electricity and toward clean air and individual choice. The economic shift away from coal generation is already
well underway across the nation.

The monopoly should be paid to maintain its distribution lines and to provide base load electricity, but even
those key parts of the grid are fading away. Net metering moves natural people away from monopolistic
control of an essential service and toward clean air, less greenhouse gases, and the avoidable consequences of
climate change. These changes are in the wind; your remarks, report, and votes on 2017 legislation will show
people whether you support or deny net metering and all it implies for Montanans. Thank you for your work.



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Becky Grey <hik66gray@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:22 AM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

ETIC should also please consider the benefits of allowing community solar so any utility customer may benefit by
purchasing a portion of large shared solar installation .

Thank you. Becky Grey.

Sent from my iPhone



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jennifer Swearingen <parkside@bigsky.net>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 1:05 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Ms. Nowakowski,

We are writing to express our support for Montana’s current net metering policies, and we urge
committee members to make no changes to existing policy unless and until a thorough, objective analysis
indicates that changes are necessary.

We installed a 2.9 kW photovoltaic rooftop system on our new home in 2014. We chose to make this
investment because we are very concerned about the impacts of climate change and are committed to
reducing our carbon footprint and to conserving as much energy as possible. We produce more electricity
than we consume and gave up a credit of nearly 1200 kilowatt hours last year. We are on track to do the
same this year. This is electricity that NorthWestern Energy sells to our neighbor at full cost.

We are very concerned about our utility’s characterization of residential solar as a “cancer on the
system” and have watched with alarm as the private electrical utility industry (through the Edison
Electric Institute and other industry associations) has made a national push to limit the residential solar
industry via state legislation and utility commission actions. In response to this heavy lobbying pressure,
some states have enacted extreme new rate structures that severely curtail the financial returns of
residential solar investment. In the case of Nevada, it is widely agreed that the solar industry is now dead
as a result of these successful industry efforts. This has occurred despite the fact that the large majority of
net metering studies show a net benefit to all retail electric customers.

What all studies confirm is that residential solar systems conserve energy, which benefits all electric
customers. The less energy we consume, the less need there is for new, very expensive-to-build
generation. These “avoided costs,” which are shared by all ratepayers, are significant. Thus far,
Montana’s electric utilities have failed to assess these avoided costs.

Furthermore, distributed residential solar systems provide a wide array of additional benefits, including
the following:
e avoided transmission costs
avoided distribution costs
avoided line losses
reduced peak load costs
reduced plant operational costs, and
reduced hazardous air pollution.

Our utility’s efforts to pit traditional customers against solar customers, citing a “cost shift,” is shrewd
and deceptive. It is also straight out of the Edison Electric Institute playbook. We urge legislators to take
a very cautious approach to any potential energy policy “reform.” States that have leapt before looking,
such as Nevada, are now suffering significant economic turmoil and heavy job losses, and are embroiled
in very contentious litigation.



We strongly urge legislators to demand a thorough, objective analysis of all costs and all benefits of net
metering before adopting any changes to policy.

Thank you for considering our comments on this very important issue.

Sincerely,

Will and Jennifer Swearingen
59 Hitching Post Road
Bozeman, MT 59715



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Jerrod Bley <jnbley@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 2:55 PM
To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: ETIC & renewable energy policy

Intended for members of the ETIC,

I'm writing to encourage you all to consider the net-positive benefits associated with amending current policy to
provide a landscape in which this meaningful industry can be cultivated. | urge you all to consider the value of
giving homeowners the ability to control where their energy is produced. More importantly, how it is generated
and at what cost to them, in a monetary sense, but also at what cost to the overall health of our community,
water, air, and wildlife. One way to ensure this industry thrives is to remove arbitrary barriers and identify then
implement mechanisms that will allow on-site generation to play on a level field with utility-scale generation.
Consider the full array of positive economic impacts associated with clean energy generation and strive to
ensure it is being taken advantage of. Strengthen our net-metering laws and remove the arbitrary cap on
generation.

I would also like to take this time to encourage all of you to consider the benefits of community solar. As a
renter it does not align with my current living situation to place on-site energy where | reside. | would like to
choose how my energy is generated and it's impacts on the environment, while supporting the renewable energy
industry. | hope you all work toward a goal that will be more supportive of community solar and create the right
atmosphere within our state to make it a greater reality.

Regards,

J. Bley



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Holly Sandbo <hollysandbo@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 3:35 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Net metering

Dear Sonja Nowakowski,

| support customers' right to generate clean renewable energy for their own use, because it allows
individuals to invest in their energy future, saves money on their electric bills, and creates good-
paying local jobs. Thank you to ETIC for considering this important issue.

| look forward to reviewing the study, and hope to see you conclude that net metering of rooftop solar
and small wind has a beneficial effect on our economy and other customers.

ETIC should also consider the benefits of allowing community solar, so any utility customer—
regardless of income, home ownership, or rooftop space— can access solar by purchasing a portion
of a large, shared solar installation. Many utilities and rural electric co-ops nationwide have embraced
community solar because they too can offer a program for their customers.

Flathead, Missoula, and Ravalli Electric Co-ops in Montana recently adopted community solar
programs and | think we should consider enabling this opportunity for both of Montana's investor
owned utilities

Thank you,

Holly Sandbo



Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ms. Sonja Nowakowski:

Patti Steinmuller <psteinmul@msn.com>
Friday, March 11, 2016 11:53 PM
Nowakowski, Sonja

Net metering Support

Please distribute my comments to the ETIC committee members.

| am very supportive of net metering and was disappointed that none of the net metering bills offered in the
2015 legislative session were passed. Both private citizens and businesses deserve the option of generating
clean, renewable energy. Montana is not taking advantage of the opportunities available to generate more
energy from renewable sources. Montana citizens expect the ETIC committee to explore options and present
the best ideas for net metering as potential bills us to 2017 legislative session. | look forward to reading the
ETIC study results and acknowledgment of the benefits of net metering for solar and wind energy generation.
Also, please consider the benefits of community solar for customers of all economic means throughout the
community. Several Montana co-ops are making community solar available in their areas. I'd like community
solar to be considered by this committee.

Thank you.
Patti

Patti Steinmuller
952 Knolls Drive
Bozeman, MT 59715-7430

Home: 406-219-2315
Mobile: 406-209-4160



Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Barbara Gregovich
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 8:41 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Attn: ETIC members

Mar 13, 2016

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski
Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options
to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Barbara Gregovich
1301 W Porphyry St
Butte, MT 59701-2131
bgbmontanal@msn.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 12, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Bruce Bender
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Saturday, March 12, 2016 3:39 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Mr. Bruce Bender
365 Kensington Ave

Missoula, MT 59801-5725

bruvebendr@aol.com




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Dayna McClure <dcmcclure@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 7:39 PM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Dayna McClure
dcmceclure@yahoo.com
1207 11th Ave E
Polson, Montana 59860




Nowakowski, Sonja

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Mar 10, 2016

Montana Conservation Voters <mcv@mtvoters.org> on behalf of Mary Dostal
<mcv@mtvoters.org>

Thursday, March 10, 2016 8:36 PM

Nowakowski, Sonja

Attn: ETIC members

Research Analyst Sonja Nowakowski

Dear Research Analyst Nowakowski,

As you continue to study the issue of net metering, please work to give home and business owners the freedom they
need by expanding net metering in Montana.

The use of clean, renewable energy allows Montanans to invest in their energy future and save on their energy bills in a
way that makes sense to their unique situation. Clean energy like wind and solar are a win-win for Montana ratepayers.
They provide reliable, affordable energy here and now and help build jobs for the future. Renewable energy keeps our
air and water clean, our country independent and Montana strong.

Thank you for your work on this issue and as you continue to study net metering, please give Montanans more options

to make their energy decisions.

Sincerely

Ms. Mary Dostal

2211 Pryor Ln

Billings, MT 59102-1632
(406) 656-8663
mdostal@bresnan.net




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Karla Wiencek <Karlamikew@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 4:59 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Karla Wiencek
Karlamikew@aol.com
410 Wagon Wheel Way
Corvallis, MT 59828




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Patty Dickerson <Dickersonpa@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 7:18 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Patty Dickerson
Dickersonpa@aol.com
482 Fowler Ave
Bozeman, MT 59718




Nowakowski, Sonja

From: Susan Stewart <Colorsaregood23@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 7:09 AM

To: Nowakowski, Sonja

Subject: Support Clean Energy and Net Metering

Dear Members of ETIC,

| am contacting you to voice my support for solar energy and net metering. Solar and net metering has incredible
economic, public health and environmental benefits for Montana. Here are just a few of the benefits to note for solar
and net metering:

o It helps provide economic security to individuals and businesses by lowering their monthly energy bills

o It benefits other consumers by reducing overall energy use and avoiding the need for the utility to build costly
new power plants

o It supports local jobs and economic development in communities across Montana

o It reduces environmental and public health costs associated with pollution

Furthermore, | urge you to support policies that promote and establish community solar.

Community solar is another important policy that the interim committee should embrace. Montana law currently
prevents public utilities from developing community solar projects that allow individuals to invest and receive credit for
their share of a community solar project.

Several Montana co-ops have developed successful community solar projects. It is only fair that Northwestern Energy
and Montana Dakota Utilities customers are afforded the same opportunity.

Thank you for your time.

Susan Stewart
Colorsaregood23@yahoo.com
58 two track way

Bozeman, Mt 59715




