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ABill for an Act entitled: "An Act revising laws related to

crimnal statutes of limtations; providing that the statute of
limtations for victins of sex crines who are under the age of 18

years is 20 years; and anendi ng section 45-1-205, MCA. "

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

Section 1. Section 45-1-205, MCA, is anended to read:

"45-1-205. GCeneral tinme limtations. (1) (a) A prosecution
for deliberate, mtigated, or negligent hom cide may be commenced
at any tine.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (9), a prosecution for
a felony of fense under 45-5-502, 45-5-503, 45-5-504, o+
45-5-507(4) or (5), 45-5-625, or 45-5-627 may be comrenced within

10 years after it is commtted, except that it may be commenced
within 36 20 years after the victimreaches 18 years of age if
the victimwas | ess than 18 years of age at the tine that the

of fense occurred. A prosecution for a m sdeneanor offense under

t hose provisions may be comenced within 1 year after the offense
is commtted, except that it may be comrenced within 5 years
after the victimreaches 18 years of age if the victimwas |ess
than 18 years of age at the tine that the offense occurred.

(c) Except as provided in subsection (9), a prosecution
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under 45-5-504- 45-5-507(1), (2), (3), or (6), 4556250+
45-5-627 may be commenced within 5 years after the victimreaches
18 years of age if the victimwas |ess than 18 years of age at
the tinme that the offense occurred.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (7)(b) or as otherw se
provi ded by | aw, prosecutions for other offenses are subject to
the following periods of limtation:

(a) A prosecution for a felony nust be commenced within 5
years after it is commtted.

(b) A prosecution for a m sdeneanor nust be comrenced
within 1 year after it is conmtted.

(3) The periods prescribed in subsection (2) are extended
in a prosecution for theft involving a breach of fiduciary
obligation to an aggrieved person as foll ows:

(a) if the aggrieved person is a mnor or inconpetent,
during the mnority or inconpetency or within 1 year after the
termnation of the mnority or inconpetency;

(b) in any other instance, within 1 year after the
di scovery of the offense by the aggrieved person or by a person
who has | egal capacity to represent an aggrieved person or has a
| egal duty to report the offense and is not personally a party to
the offense or, in the absence of discovery, within 1 year after
the prosecuting officer becones aware of the offense.

(4) The period prescribed in subsection (2) nust be
extended in a prosecution for unlawful use of a conputer, and
prosecution nust be brought within 1 year after the discovery of

the of fense by the aggrieved person or by a person who has | egal
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capacity to represent an aggrieved person or has a legal duty to
report the offense and is not personally a party to the offense
or, in the absence of discovery, within 1 year after the
prosecuting officer becones aware of the offense.

(5) The period prescribed in subsection (2) is extended in
a prosecution for m sdeneanor fish and wildlife violations under
Title 87, and prosecution nust be brought within 3 years after an
offense is commtted.

(6) The period prescribed in subsection (2)(b) is extended
in a prosecution for m sdeneanor violations of the | aws
regulating the activities of outfitters and guides under Title
37, chapter 47, and prosecution nust be brought within 3 years
after an offense is commtted.

(7) (a) An offense is commtted either when every el enent
occurs or, when the offense is based upon a continuing course of
conduct, at the time when the course of conduct is term nated.
Time starts to run on the day after the offense is commtted.

(b) A prosecution for theft under 45-6-301 may be comrenced
at any tinme during the 5 years follow ng the date of the theft,
whet her or not the offender is in possession of or otherw se
exerting unauthorized control over the property at the tinme the
prosecution is comenced. After the 5-year period ends, a
prosecution may be commenced at any tinme if the offender is stil
i n possession of or otherw se exerting unauthorized control over
the property, except that the prosecution nust be commenced
within 1 year after the investigating officer discovers that the

of fender still possesses or is otherw se exerting unauthorized
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control over the property.

(8) A prosecution is commenced either when an indictnment is
found or an information or conplaint is filed.

(9) If a suspect is conclusively identified by DNA testing
after a tinme period prescribed in subsection (1)(b) or (1)(c) has
expired, a prosecution may be comenced within 1 year after the
suspect is conclusively identified by DNA testing.

(10) A prosecution for reckless driving resulting in death
may be commenced within 3 years after the offense is conmtted.

(11) A prosecution of careless driving resulting in death
may be commenced within 3 years after the offense is commtted.™

{Internal References to 45-1-205:
13-35-101 87-6-104 }

- END -
{ Nane : Jul i anne Bur khar dt
Title : Legi sl ative Attorney
Agency : Legi sl ative Services
Phone : 4025
E-Mail : j bur khar dt @rt . gov}
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