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LC QELP - revising the Quality Educator Loan Assistance Program
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Attached isadraft, LC QELP, which revises the Quality Educator Loan Assistance Program in
the following ways:

>

on page 1, amends 20-4-501 by adding a purpose subsection emphasizing that the
program is intended to support recruitment and retention in impacted schools,

on page 2, amends 20-4-503 to provide more direction in identifying schools
impacted by "critical quality educator shortages'; requires OPI and the Board of
Public Education to prioritize certain schools and those located further from larger
cities and towns (these drive-time parameters--highlighted in the draft--are still
being considered by the work group and will be discussed at the meeting);

on page 3, further amends 20-4-503 to require that the report listing impacted
schools apply to the following school year in order to better aid recruitment;

on page 4, amends 20-4-505 to establish increasing loan assistance for teachers
who remain in impacted schools within the same district after their second and
third teaching years ($3,000 after year 1; $4,000 after year 2; $5,000 after year 3);
on page 5, amends 20-4-506 to instruct the Board of Regentsto utilize the most
impacted content areas if they need to restrict funding due to the available
appropriation, and instructs the Board of Public Education to consider expanding
the list of impacted schools in subsequent years if funding allows.

Thereis an updated, interactive map linked on the commission webpage (June 13 meeting page)
which can be modified to change drive-time parameters by clicking on "Content" and changing
the boxes that are checked. Thereis also an excel sheet linked with tabs showing eligible schools
based on different drive-time parameters. We can review both of these resources at the meeting if

helpful.



http://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/School-Funding/Meetings/June-2016/june-2016.asp
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ABill for an Act entitled: "An Act revising the quality educator
| oan assi stance progranm enphasi zi ng geographic isolation as a
factor in identifying schools inpacted by critical quality
educat or shortages; nodifying the assistance eligibility
schedul e; anendi ng sections 20-4-501, 20-4-503, 20-4-505, and 20-
4-506, MCA."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

Section 1. Section 20-4-501, MCA, is anended to read:

"20-4-501. (Quality educator |oan assistance program --

purpose. (1) There is a quality educator |oan assistance program
adm ni stered by the board of regents through the office of the
conmm ssi oner of higher education. The program nust provide for
the direct repaynent of educational |oans of eligible quality
educators in accordance wth policies and procedures adopted by
the board of regents in accordance with this part.

(2) The purpose of this programis to aid quality educator

recruitnent and retention for those schools npst i npacted by

critical quality educator shortages. The i npl enentati on of the

program nust be done in a nanner that nmaxini zes recruitnent and

retenti on assi stance to i npacted school s."

{Internal References to 20-4-501: None.}
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Section 2. Section 20-4-503, MCA, is anended to read:

"20-4-503. Critical quality educator shortages. (1) The
board of public education, in consultation with the office of
public instruction, shall identify:

(a) specific schools that are inpacted by critical quality
educat or shortages; and

(b) wthin the schools identified in subsection (1)(a), the
specific quality educator |icensure or endorsenent areas that are
i npacted by critical quality educator shortages.

(2) Inidentifying i npacted schools under subsection

(1)(a), the board of public education, in consultation with the

office of public instruction, shall prioritize the follow ng:

(a) special education cooperatives;

(b) the Montana school for the deaf and blind, as descri bed

in 20-8-101;

(c) the Montana youth chal |l enge program and

(d) state youth correctional facilities, as defined in 41-

5-103; and

(e) public schools that are | ocated on or adjacent to | ndi an

reservati ons;

(f) public schools that are | ocated:

(1) nmore than 30 mnutes froma city with a popul ati on
greater than 10,000 based on the nost recent federal decennial
census; and

(1i) nore than 15 mnutes froma city with a popul ati on

greater than 4,300 based on the nost recent federal decenni al
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census.

t2)9(3) The board of public education shall publish by
Decenber 1 an annual report listing the schools and the licensure
or endorsenent areas identified as inpacted by critical quality
educat or shortages, explaining the reasons that specific schools
and |icensure or endorsenent areas have been identified and
providing information regardi ng any success in retention. The

report shall apply to the school year that begins July 1

following the publication of the report in order to assi st

recruitnent by inpacted schools. For the school year begi nni ng

July 1, 2017, eliqgibility for the program may be governed by the

report adopted by the board of public education by Decenber 1,

2017.

3)(4) Quality educators working at schools identified in
subsection (1) are eligible for repaynent of all or part of the
qual ity educator's outstandi ng educational |oans existing at the
time of application in accordance with the eligibility and award
criteria established under this part."

{Internal References to 20-4-503:
20- 4-504 ok  20-4-506 ok}

Section 3. Section 20-4-505, MCA, is anended to read:

"20-4-505. Loan repaynent assistance docunentation. (1) A
qual ity educator shall submt an application for |oan repaynent
assistance to the board of regents in accordance with policies
and procedures adopted by the board of regents. The application

must include official verification or proof of the applicant's
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total unpaid accunul ated educational | oan debt and ot her
docunentation required by the board of regents that is necessary
for verification of the applicant's eligibility.

(2) v I . bl et I
. : . : . I o
. : el v I
exceed—$3060— The board of regents may require an eligible
qual ity educator to provide docunentation that the quality
educat or has exhausted repaynent assistance from other federal,
state, or local |oan forgiveness, discharge, or repaynent
i ncentive prograns.

(3) A quality educator is eligible for | oan repayment

assi stance for no nore than 3 years with the nmaxi mum annual | oan

repaynent assi stance not to exceed:

(a) $3,000 after the first conplete year of teaching in an

i mpact ed school ;

(b) $4,000 after the second conpl ete year of teaching in

the sane i npacted school or another inpacted school within the

sane school district; and

(c) $5,000 after the third conplete year of teaching in the

sane i npacted school or another inpacted school within the same

school district.

(3) The board of regents may remt paynent of the | oan on
behal f of the quality educator in accordance with the
requi renents of this part and policies and procedures adopted by
the board of regents.”

{Internal References to 20-4-505: None.}
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Section 4. Section 20-4-506, MCA, is anmended to read:

"20-4-506. Funding -- priorities. (1) If the funding for
this part in any year is less than the total anmount for which
Mont ana quality educators qualify, the board of regents shal
provi de preference in the award of | oan repaynent assistance to

quality educators working in the specific seheols |icensure or

endorsenent areas that are nost inpacted by quality educator

shortages identified as provided in 20-4-503.

(2) If the funding for this part in any year is greater

than the total anpunt for which Montana quality educators

qualify, the board of public education shall consi der expandi ng

t he nunber of inpacted schools included in subsequent reports

pursuant to 20-4-503.

2)3(3) This part may not be construed to require the
provi sion of | oan repaynent assistance w thout an express
appropriation for that purpose. Fhis—part—aynot—be—construed—+to

. I . : ool . I
+—266+"

{Internal References to 20-4-506: None.}
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