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**** Joint Resolution No. ****
Introduced By kkhkkkkhkkkhkkkikkhk*k

By Request of the **x*x*xxxx

A Joint Resolution of the Senate and the House of Representatives
of the State of Montana requesting an interimstudy to explore
i ncreasing access to tribal resources for tribal nmenbers who are

in the state's crimnal justice system

WHEREAS, the Conmm ssion on Sentencing conducted a year-1|ong
study of Montana's crimnal justice system as required by Senate
Bill No. 224 (2015); and

WHEREAS, the Conm ssion was required by SB 224 to consi der
disparity in the crimnal justice process, including but not
limted to racial and ethnic disparity issues; and

WHEREAS, Montana is honme to seven Anerican | ndian
reservations and 12 tribes and Anerican | ndi ans/ Al aska Natives
make up 7% of the Montana popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, research provided to the Comm ssion showed t hat
American I ndians account for 27% of all arrests that relate to
failure to appear for court events or for violations of
conditions related to conmmunity supervision; and

VWHEREAS, the Comm ssion recommends that an interimcomittee
explore nethods to increase access to tribal resources for tribal
menbers who are in the state crimnal justice systemto decrease

recidivismand i nprove outcones for those offenders.
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an
appropriate interimcommttee, pursuant to section 5-5-217, MCA
expl ore how Montana could increase access to tribal resources for
tribal nmenbers who are involved in the state's crimnal justice
system

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the comm ttee study how the
state coul d:

(1) transfer tribal nmenbers who are subject to state
supervision fromstate or county custody to tribal custody;

(2) allow tribal nmenmbers to fulfill conditions of state
court-ordered programm ng by participating in prograns offered by
the tribes or tribal organizations; and

(3) create a grant programto enable the Ofice of the State
Public Defender to enlist tribal defense attorneys in place of an
appoi nted public defender for tribal nmenbers.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the comm ttee consider efforts
to revise community supervision structures in other states with
significant tribal popul ations.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the commttee consult with
tribal | eaders and nenbers and involve other rel evant
st akehol ders identified by the commttee.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the study is assigned to
staff, any findings or conclusions be presented to and revi ewed
by an appropriate comm ttee designated by the Legislative

Counci | .
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BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study,
i ncluding presentation and review requirenments, be concl uded
prior to Septenber 15, 2018.
BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the final results of the study,
i ncludi ng any findings, conclusions, comments, or recommendations

of the appropriate commttee, be reported to the 65th

Legi sl ature.

- END -
{ Nare : Rachel J. \éiss
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision
Phone : 406- 444- 5367
E-Mail : rwei ss@t . gov}
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