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By Request of the State Adm nistration and Veterans' Affairs

InterimComm ttee

A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act requiring certain |icensed
health care professionals to conplete training related to suicide
prevention; establishing criteria; and requiring certain actions
and providing for certain discretion by |licensing boards and the
departnent of public heath and human services in inplenenting the

training requirenments."”

WHEREAS, the State Admi nistration and Veterans' Affairs
InterimComm ttee exam ned Montana's high suicide rate anpng
veterans; and

WHEREAS, in conducting its exam nation, the commttee
| earned that according to the Montana Suicide Mrtality Review
Team report for 2016, national data shows that 45 percent of
t hose who die by suicide see their primary care providers wthing
24 hours of their suicides and that 73 percent of those 65 years
or older who die by suicide see their primary care providers
within a nonth of their suicides; and

VWHEREAS, the conmttee voted unani nously to recommend a
commttee bill to enact a recommendati on by the Montana Sui ci de
Mortality Review Teamthat primary care providers be required to
receive suicide risk assessnent and prevention training based in

part on House Bill No. 568 fromthe 2015 session.
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Suicidality assessnent, treatnent,

and managenent training. (1) The following |icensees are required
to conplete suicidality assessnent, treatnent, and managenent
trai ning under the provisions of this section:

(a) a physician licensed under Title 37, chapter 3;

(b) a registered nurse, a licensed practical nurse, or any
ot her nurse licensed under Title 37, chapter 8; and

(c) a physician assistant |icensed under Title 37, chapter
20.

(2) Alicensee listed in subsection (1) nust conplete at
| east 6 hours of suicidality assessnent, treatnent, and
managenent training in each 5-year period that the |icensee hol ds
a license in good standing.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections (3)(b) and
(3)(c), training in suicidality assessnent, treatnent, and
managenent that satisfies the requirenents of this section nust
contain the follow ng el enents:

(i) suicidality assessnent, including screening and
referral

(1i) suicidality treatment; and

(1i1) suicidality nanagenent.

(b) A board that oversees a licensee listed in subsection
(1) may approve training that includes only screening and

referral elenments if it is appropriate for that profession based
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on the profession's scope of practice.

(4) The hours spent conpleting training in suicidality
assessnent, treatnent, and managenent nust be counted toward
nmeeting any applicable continuing education or continuing
conpetency requirenents for each profession.

(5 (a) The departnent shall assist the boards that oversee
each of the licensees listed in subsection (1) to devel op a nodel
list of training prograns in suicidality assessnent, treatnent,
and managenent. \Wen devel opi ng the nodel |ist, the departnent
and the boards shall:

(1) ~consider suicidality assessnent, treatnent, and
managenent training prograns of at |least 6 hours in |ength that
are listed on the best practices registries of the American
foundation for suicide prevention and the suicide prevention
resource center

(i1) consult with public and private institutions of higher
education, experts in suicidality assessnent, treatnent, and
managenent, and affected professional associations.

(b) The departnent and the boards shall update the node
list at | east once every 2 years. The departnment and the boards
shal |l include on the nodel list, to the extent practicable,
training that includes content specific to veterans. Wen
identifying training with veteran-specific content, the
departnent and the boards shall consult with the United States
departnent of veterans affairs.

(6) (a) The departnent and the boards shall devel op the

initial nodel list of training progranms by Decenber 31, 2017.
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(b) A licensee listed in subsection (1) shall conplete the
first required 6 hours of suicidality assessnent, treatnent, and

managenent training by June 30, 2019.

NEW SECTI ON.  Section 2. {standard} Codification

instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 37, chapter 1, part 3, and the provisions

of Title 37, chapter 1, part 3, apply to [section 1].

- END -
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