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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act requiring use of the supports
intensity scale to assess the support needs of people with

devel opnmental disabilities living in community settings;
requiring admnistration of the assessnent by a third party;
provi di ng an appropriation; providing for transition to the

assessnent; and providing an effective date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Use of assessnent tool --

frequency of assessnent. (1) The departnent shall use the
supports intensity scale to assess the |level of paid support an
i ndi vi dual needs to live in the comunity.

(2) The departnent shall assess an individual's needs:

(a) at the tinme the individual is accepted into the honme
and communi ty-based services waiver for the devel opnent al
di sabilities program or

(b) when an individual committed to the intensive behavior
center provided for in 53-20-602 is considered ready to return to
the comunity.

(3) The departnent shall use the supports intensity scale
to reassess an individual's support needs every THREE years. The

reassessnment must be done sooner if a person experiences a major
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life change that affects the |evel of support the person wll
need.

(4) Assessnents under this section nmust be adm ni stered by
i ndi vi dual s neeting the recormmended educati on or experience
| evel s of the American association on intellectual and

devel opnental disabilities for admnistration of the supports

intensity scale.

Section 2. Section 53-20-203, MCA, is anended to read:

"53-20-203. Responsibilities of departnent. The depart nent
shal | :

(1) take cognizance of matters affecting the citizens of
the state who are persons with devel opnental disabilities;

(2) initiate a preventive devel opnental disabilities
program that nust include but not be limted to the
i npl enmentati on of devel opnental disabilities care, treatnent,
prevention, and research as can best be acconplished by
communi ty-centered services. Every neans nust be used to initiate
and operate the service programin cooperation with | ocal
agenci es under the provisions of 53-20-205.

(3) collect and dissemnate infornmation relating to
devel opnental disabilities;

(4) prepare an annual conprehensive plan for the initiation
and nmai nt enance of devel opnental disabilities services in the
state. The services nmust include but not be limted to community
conpr ehensi ve devel opnental disabilities services as referred to

in 53-20-202.
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(5) provide by rule for the—evatuatton—of:

(a) the evaluation of persons who apply for services;

(b) the assessnent, in accordance with [section 1] of

persons admtted into a programat a devel opnental disability

facility or considered ready to return to the comunity fromthe

Mont ana devel opnental center or the intensive behavior center

provided for in 53-20-602; and

(c) the evaluation of persons residing at or rel eased from

t he Mont ana devel opnental center into a community hone, in
accordance with the requirenents established in 53-20-225;

(6) receive fromagencies of the governnent of the United
St ates and ot her agencies, persons or groups of persons,
associations, firms, or corporations grants of noney, receipts
fromfees, gifts, supplies, materials, and contributions to
initiate and mai ntain devel opnental disabilities services within
t he state;

(7) require that habilitation plans be devel oped,
i npl emrented, and continuously maintained for all persons with
devel opnmental disabilities who are served through a
communi ty- based program funded by the state; and

(8) use funds avail able for cases in which special nedica
or material assistance is necessary to rehabilitate children with
devel opmental disabilities or children with physical disabilities
if the assistance is not otherw se provided for by |aw "

{Internal References to 53-20-203: None.}

Section 3. Section 53-20-209, MCA, is anended to read:
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"53-20-209. Eligibility for services. (1) A person
suspected of having a devel opnental disability is eligible for an
eval uation to determ ne whether the person is a person with
devel opnental disabilities.

(2) |If the departnent determ nes through a screening
process that a person with devel opnental disabilities is in need
of avail able services and those services can be provided to the

person, the departnment may provi de services available under Title

53, chapter 20, part 3, and this part follow ng adm nistration of

the supports intensity scale in accordance with the provisions of

[ section 11."

{Internal References to 53-20-209:
53-20- 125 53-20- 132}

NEW SECTI ON. Section 4. Appropriation. (1) There is

appropriated AN AMOUNT fromthe general fund and AN AMOUNT from
the federal special revenue account for the biennium beginning
July 1, 2019, to purchase and adm nister the supports intensity
scal e assessnent provided for in [section 1] and in accordance
with the transition schedule provided for in [section 5].

(2) The legislature intends that the appropriation be
consi dered as part of the ongoing base for the next |egislative

sessi on.

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Transition. (1) The legislature

intends that the departnent of public health and human services

phase in the use of the supports intensity scale required under
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[ section 1] by adm nistering the assessnent to WHAT PERCENTAGE of
the adults served by the 0208 hone and conmunity-based services
wai ver each year until all of the individuals have been assessed
with that instrunent.

(2) (a) The legislature intends that the individuals should
be sel ected for assessnent in the follow ng order of priority:

(1) individuals being accepted into wai ver services for the
first tine;

(1i1) individuals being served at the Mntana devel opnent al
center or the intensive behavior center and approachi ng di scharge
fromthe facilities

(tit) individuals in community services who have left the
Mont ana devel opnental center or the intensive behavior center
wi thin the past 4 years and whose individual cost plan was
determ ned by using the Montana resource all ocation protocol;

(tv) individuals in community services whose needs were
assessed using the Montana resource allocation protocol and whose
nost recent assessnent was conducted before January 1, 2014,

(v) individuals in community services whose needs were
assessed using the Montana resource allocation protocol and whose
nost recent assessnent was conducted after January 1, 2014, but
before January 1, 2017; and

(vi) individuals in community services whose needs were
assessed using the Montana resource allocation protocol and whose
nost recent assessnent was conducted on or after January 1, 2017.

(b) The departnent may provi de an exception to the order of

priority listed in subsection (1)(a) if a nmenber of an
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i ndi vidual's planning teamrequests an assessnent of an
i ndi vi dual who has experienced behavi oral or physical changes
t hat have significantly changed the | evel of support the

i ndi vi dual needs.

NEW SECTI ON.  Section 6. {standard} Codification

instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 50, chapter 20, part 2, and the provisions

of Title 50, chapter 20, part 2, apply to [section 1].

NEW SECTI ON. Section 7. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2019.

- END -
{ Nane : Sue O Connel |
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision-136B
Phone : (406) 444-3597
E- Mai | : soconnel | @t . gov}
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