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ABill for an Act entitled: "An Act establishing requirenents for

provider rates and direct-care workers wages in the community
devel opnmental disabilities system requiring use of the consuner
price index in devel opi ng budget proposals for provider rates;
i ncreasing direct-care workers wages; providing an appropriation;

and providing an effective date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

Section 1. Section 53-20-203, MCA, is anended to read:

"53-20-203. Responsibilities of departnment. The departnment
shal | :

(1) take cognizance of matters affecting the citizens of
the state who are persons with devel opnental disabilities;

(2) initiate a preventive devel opnental disabilities
programthat mnust include but not be limted to the
i npl enmentati on of devel opnental disabilities care, treatnent,
prevention, and research as can best be acconplished by
communi ty-centered services. Every neans nust be used to initiate
and operate the service programin cooperation with | ocal
agenci es under the provisions of 53-20-205.

(3) collect and dissemnate infornmation relating to

devel opnental disabilities;
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(4) prepare an annual conprehensive plan for the initiation
and nmai nt enance of devel opnental disabilities services in the
state. The services nmust include but not be limted to community
conpr ehensi ve devel opnental disabilities services as referred to

in 53-20-202.

(5) subnit a biennial budget proposal to the | egislature

that includes an inflationary i ncrease for providers of

devel opnental disabilities services that is equal to the

increase, if any, from August of the precedi ng year to August of

the year in which the budget is subnitted in the consuner price

index, US. city average, all urban consuners, for all itens, as

publ i shed by the bureau of | abor statistics of the United States

departnent of | abor;

5)(6) provide by rule for the eval uation of:

(a) persons who apply for services;

(b) persons admtted into a program at a devel opnent al
disability facility; and

(c) persons residing at or released fromthe Mntana
devel opnmental center into a community home, in accordance with
the requirenents established in 53-20-225;

t6)(7) receive fromagencies of the government of the
United States and ot her agencies, persons or groups of persons,
associations, firms, or corporations grants of noney, receipts
fromfees, gifts, supplies, materials, and contributions to
initiate and mai ntain devel opnental disabilities services within
t he state;

A~(8) require that habilitation plans be devel oped,
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i npl emrented, and continuously maintained for all persons with
devel opnmental disabilities who are served through a
communi ty- based program funded by the state; and

8)(9) use funds avail able for cases in which special
medi cal or material assistance is necessary to rehabilitate
children with devel opnental disabilities or children with
physi cal disabilities if the assistance is not otherw se provided

for by law"

{Internal References to 53-20-203: None.}

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. Appropriation for direct-care

wor ker wages. (1) The follow ng anbunts are appropriated to the
departnent of public health and human services for the biennium
begi nning July 1, 2019, for a rate increase for devel opnent al
di sability services providers to be phased in and used as
provided in this section.
Fi scal Year 2020 $6, 110, 043 federal special revenue fund
$3, 218, 231 general fund
Fi scal Year 2021 $14, 265, 419 federal special revenue fund
$7, 500, 554 general fund
(2) Providers nust use the appropriation to increase wages
by $3 an hour over the biennium and pay associ ated payroll taxes
for direct-care workers.
(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), the departnent
shal | phase in the appropriation on July 1 and January 1 of each
year of the bienniumin a manner that provides the equival ent of

an increase in wages of at least 75 cents an hour per enpl oyee.
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(4) (a) If the appropriation is insufficient to provide the
equi val ent of an increase of 75 cents an hour per enpl oyee every
6 nmont hs, the departnent shall provide the maxi mum provider rate
i ncrease possible fromthe appropriation.

(b) If the appropriation allows for the equival ent of an
i ncrease of nore than 75 cents an hour per enployee in any siXx-
mont h period, the departnment shall use the full anobunt of the
appropriation to provide the greater increase.

(5) (a) For the purposes of this section, a direct-care
workers is a full- or part-tinme enpl oyee whose prinmary
responsibility is the day-to-day, hands-on direct support,
training and instruction, and assistance with and managenent of
activities of daily living for people with devel opnent al
disabilities receiving community services established pursuant to
53- 20- 205.

(b) The term does not include:

(i) state enpl oyees;

(1i) admnistrative, program or managenent staff nenbers
of a provider, including case managers and fam |y support
speci alists; or

(ii1) nurses licensed pursuant to Title 37, chapter 8.

(6) The legislature intends that the appropriation in this
section be considered a part of the ongoing base for the next

| egi sl ative session.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 3. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2019.
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- END -
{ Nane : Sue O Connel |
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision-136B
Phone : (406) 444-3597
E- Mai | : soconnel | @t . gov}
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