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By Request of the ****x*x*x
A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating noney to
i ncrease direct-care workers wages in the community devel opnent al
disabilities system and providing an effective date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Appropriation for direct-care

wor ker wages. (1) The follow ng anobunts are appropriated to the
departnent of public health and human services for the biennium
begi nning July 1, 2019, for a rate increase for devel opnent al
di sability services providers to be phased in and used as
provided in this section.
Fi scal Year 2020 $6, 110, 043 federal special revenue fund
$3, 218, 231 general fund
Fi scal Year 2021 $14, 265, 419 federal special revenue fund
$7, 500, 554 general fund
(2) Providers nust use the appropriation to increase wages
by $3 an hour over the bienniumand to pay associ ated payr ol
taxes for direct-care workers.
(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), the departnent
shal | phase in the appropriation on July 1 and January 1 of each
year of the bienniumin a manner that provides the equival ent of

an increase in wages of at least 75 cents an hour per enpl oyee.
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(4) (a) If the appropriation is insufficient to provide the
equi val ent of an increase of 75 cents an hour per enpl oyee every
6 nmont hs, the departnent shall provide the maxi mum provider rate
i ncrease possible fromthe appropriation.

(b) If the appropriation allows for the equival ent of an
i ncrease of nore than 75 cents an hour per enployee in any siXx-
mont h period, the departnment shall use the full anobunt of the
appropriation to provide the greater increase.

(5) (a) For the purposes of this section, a direct-care
worker is a full- or part-tinme enpl oyee whose primary
responsibility is the day-to-day, hands-on direct support,
training and instruction, and assistance with and managenent of
activities of daily living for people with devel opnent al
disabilities receiving community services established pursuant to
53- 20- 205.

(b) The term does not include:

(i) state enpl oyees;

(1i) admnistrative, program or managenent staff nenbers
of a provider, including case managers and fam |y support
speci alists; or

(ii1) nurses licensed pursuant to Title 37, chapter 8.

(6) The legislature intends that the appropriation in this
section be considered a part of the ongoing base for the next

| egi sl ative session.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2019.
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