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BACKGROUND

University of Montana Skaggs School of Pharmacy

• Montana has only one school of pharmacy

• No. 2 “Most Lucrative Pharmacy Programs”

• Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) is the only entry level 
degree

• Pharmacy Residency Programs



BACKGROUND

• PHARMACY PROFESSIONS

• COMMUNITY

• Chain, Independent, Compounding, Specialty

• HOSPITAL

• Inpatient, Outpatient Infusion, Cancer Center

• AMBULATORY CARE

• Anticoagulation, Lipid, Heart Failure, Pain

• HOME INFUSION

• LONG TERM CARE



BACKGROUND

MONTANA STATISTICS

• CERTIFIED PHARMACY TECHNICIAN

• 1,244 Certified Pharmacy Technicians

• LICENSED PHARMACIST INTERN

• 359 Licensed Pharmacist Interns

• LICENSED PHARMACISTS

• 2,034 Licensed Pharmacists

• 22 Clinical Pharmacist Practitioners



BACKGROUND

MONTANA STATISTICS

• Outpatient prescriptions filled annually (2016):

• 11,250,2363

• Total retail sales of outpatient prescription 
medications (2016): 

• $810,377,1193



CHALLENGES IN PHARMACY 
PRACTICE NATIONALLY

• Health Care Reform

• Declining Reimbursement

• Electronic Prescribing

• DEA eRx

• Mail-Order Pharmacy

• Pharmacy Compounding

• E-Pedigrees

• Counterfeiting

• Importation

• Medication Disposal

• Prescription Drug Abuse and 

Diversion

• Payment for Pharmacist 

Services



MEDIC ATION DISPOSAL

• Disposal methods of unwanted 

or expired pharmaceuticals:

• Crush the medication with 

water and coffee grounds 

or kitty litter and dispose 

of the mixture

• Drug Take-Back Programs

• Deterra Drug Deactivation 

System



NATIONAL DRUG 
TAKE BACK DAY

• According to the 2015 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health, 6.4 million 

Americans abused controlled 

prescription drugs

• The National Prescription Drug Take Back 

Day, sponsored by the DEA, occurs 

biannually

• April 28th

• October 



70% of those who 
abuse prescription 

drugs get their drugs 
from friend or family 

member

RESOLVE MONTANA

About one in 20 (5.23 
percent) Montana teens aged 
12 to 17 have reported non 
medical use of a prescription 
pain reliever at least once in 

the past year.



PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG ABUSE 
IN MONTANA 

• What can individuals do?

• Share information

• Dispose of medications 

properly and participate 

in local drug take back 

programs

• Promote policy change



P R E S C R I P T I O N  
D R U G  

M O N I T O R I N G  
P R O G R A M S



MONTANA 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG 

REGISTRY 

• Provides a list of controlled prescriptions 

and permits authorized users to access the 

information

• Funding

• Montana Board of Crime Control

• Montana license renewal process

• Statistics (as of 5/21/17)

• Over 10.9 million prescriptions in 

database

• Over 758,000 searches since 2012

• 3,606 licensees registered

• 34% of all eligible providers



P H A R M A C I S T S  
A S  P R O V I D E R S



PH AR M AC I S T S  
AS  PROV I D E R S

• How is Montana addressing 

this shortage of care?

• Clinical Pharmacist 

Practitioner



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?

Thank you for the opportunity to 

provide an update on the pharmacy 

profession in Montana  


