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Using a proposed two-tiered approach (one base rate for DNRC Direct Protection/another base rate for State/
County Coop Protection) the first set of bars compares the base rates necessary to raise the entire current 
Forestry Division budget appropriation ($16.9 million) by either assessing all assessable parcels in the state or 
by assessing only wildland parcels.  The second set of bars does the same for only the Fire Preparedness (not 
fire suppression) portion of the Forestry Division budget appropriation.  The third set of bars does the same 
for 2/3 of the Fire Preparedness portion of the Division’s appropriation. In each scenario, the bar charts 
demonstrate the base rates necessary to achieve the total collection figure.   
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CHART 3

U s i n g  a  p r o p o s e d  t w o - t i e r e d  a p p r o a c h  ( o n e  b a s e  r a t e  
f o r  D N R C  D i r e c t  P r o t e c t i o n / a n o t h e r  b a s e  r a t e  f o r  S t a t e /
C o u n t y  C o o p  P r o t e c t i o n )  t h e  f i r s t  s e t  o f  b a r s  m o d e l s  
t h e  F i r e  P r e p a r e d n e s s  ( n o t  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n )  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  F o r e s t r y  D i v i s i o n  b u d g e t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a s  i n  C h a r t  
2 ,  b u t  t h e  s c e n a r i o  u t i l i z e s  a  f i g u r e  $ 1 . 6  m i l l i o n  h i g h e r  
t h a n  o u r  c u r r e n t  S t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  ( $ 1 2 . 3  m i l l i o n )  –  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  D N R C  F i r e  P r e p a r e d n e s s  
( n o t  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n )  b u d g e t  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  b y  
f e d e r a l  f u n d s  ( A K A  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  f u n d s  w e  e x p e c t  t o  g o  
a w a y . )   T h e  s e c o n d  s e t  o f  b a r s  m o d e l s  t w o  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  
F i r e  P r e p a r e d n e s s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n ’ s  b u d g e t  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n .   T h e  t h i r d  s e t  o f  b a r s  m o d e l s  a  $ 1  
m i l l i o n  i n c r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  
m e m b e r s ;  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  s e e  t h e  e f f e c t  o n  
a s s e s s m e n t  r a t e s  b y  r a i s i n g  o r  l o w e r i n g  a s s e s s m e n t  
c o l l e c t i o n  t a r g e t s .   I n  e a c h  s c e n a r i o ,  t h e  b a r  c h a r t s  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  b a s e  r a t e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  
t o t a l  c o l l e c t i o n  f i g u r e .    
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* Scenario reflects current appropriation + $1.6 million federal grant funds + $5 million additonal
preparedness costs.  For Illustration purposes only‐not a budget proposal

 Chart By:  Montana DNRC March, 2018

Models  the  same concepts  as  
Chart  3 ,  but  the  scenar io  ut i l i zes  
a  f igure  $6.6  mi l l ion  h igher  than  
current  appropr iat ion  ($12 .3 
mi l l ion)  –  ref lect ing  both  the  
port ion  of  the  DNRC F i re  
Preparedness  (not  f i re  
suppress ion)  budget  
current ly  prov ided by  federa l  
funds  and  envis ion ing  what  
ef fect  on  
assessments  an  increase  in  costs  
o f  $5  mi l l ion  might  have  on
assessment  base  rates  should  the
Leg is lature  des i re  an  expendi ture 
such  as  rep lac ing  a  DNRC
hel icopter  or  adding  resources  to  the  
County  Coop program.    


