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Source: Friedman-Krauss, A., Barnett, W.S., & Nores, M. (2016). How Much can High-Quality Universal Pre-K Reduce Achievement Gaps? Center for American 

Progress. Retrieved from: http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NIEER-AchievementGaps-report.pdf

http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NIEER-AchievementGaps-report.pdf
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Haskins, R. (2017). Opportunity, Responsibility and Security: Reducing Poverty and Increasing Economic Mobility. A Presentation at the Economic Opportunity for Families: A 

Leadership Forum for State Legislators, June 6, 2017. Denver, CO: National Conference of State Legislatures. 



Source: Dr. Raj Chetty, The Equality of Opportunity Project. Retrieved from: http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/

http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/
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Policy Consideration/Question
Best Practices & State Examples

Who will govern (ED, HHS, jointly or new 

entity)? Who will set program standards? 

• Mississippi Early Learning Collaborative 

Act (2013)

• North Carolina Senate Bill 257 (2017)

• Oregon Early Learning Hubs

Who will provide? • Public, private, mixed-delivery

Funding (K-12 formula, grants, per-pupil, 

per-class, voucher to parent)? How can state 

ensure its reliability? 

• Formula: 16 states plus D.C.

• School Readiness Tax Credit (NE & LA)

• CCDF to fund Pre-K Pilot (IN)

• Others: TANF, Title I, P3, Pay for 

Performance, Tobacco & Alcohol Tax

Targeted or universal? Half- or full-day 

program?

• Geographic Targeting

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/104/PDF/Slip/LB889.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/proposed-school-readiness-tax-credit-revisions--february-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=4




Policy Consideration/Question Best Practices & State Examples

How will program quality be assured? • Structural Elements 

• Process Elements

How will program effectiveness be 

assured?

• Continuous Quality Improvement 

System (CQIS) and QRIS (See below)

Will effective programs be 

rewarded/ineffective programs become 

ineligible?

• Quality Rating Improvement System 

(QRIS)

How will program align with K-12 

system? 

• Transition coordination and state ESSA 

plans

How will state assess quality? • Kindergarten Entry Assessments (KEAs)

• MT: DIAL and ASQ-SE

What curricula will be in place? • Content-focused, developmentally-

appropriate



Policy Consideration/Question Best Practices & State Examples

How will state policy support the 

professionalization of educators?

• NAEYC Power to the Profession 

Initiative

How will state policy build a pipeline of 

quality educators?

• Oregon Senate Bill 182 

• Virginia House Bill 46

How will educator quality based on 

inputs be assured?

• Qualifications and credentialing for 

teachers and leaders

• Texas House Bill 2039

• Pay parity

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/initiatives/profession
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB182/Enrolled
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+ful+CHAP0652+pdf
https://legiscan.com/TX/text/HB2039/id/1624620
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Pre-K-Parity-Report_Final.pdf


Policy Consideration/Question Best Practices & State Examples

Will programs require or encourage 

wraparound services, two-generation 

approaches or community school models?

• Massachusetts Senate Bill 38 (Pending)

• New Mexico House Bill 477

Will state provide effective programs to 

support healthy child development?

• Home visiting and other birth-age 3 

considerations

Are systems easy to navigate? • GA “Bright From the Start” website

How will the importance of parents, 

family and community engagement be 

emphasized?

• State ESSA plan can include 

professional development for pre-K 

teachers on engaging families in 

education

How are outcomes shared with parents 

and the community?

• ESSA report cards (# and % of 

students enrolled in pre-K, school 

readiness gaps, more)

https://legiscan.com/MA/text/S38/id/1527797/Massachusetts-2017-S38-Introduced.pdf
http://www.sos.state.nm.us/uploads/files/CH66-HB477-2017.pdf
http://decal.ga.gov/


Policy Consideration/Question Best Practices & State Examples

Equity: Is there a mechanism for ensuring 

access for students who are the most in 

need? To ensure school readiness gaps 

are minimized?

• Louisiana House Bill 517 (2017)

• ESSA report cards (see previous slide)

Is there a mechanism for ensuring 

students receive instruction in social-

emotional learning? Training for 

teachers?

• Washington House Bill 1518 (Failed)

• PD on developing supportive teacher-

student relationships and a positive 

climate

Are standards in place for accreditation? • NAEYC’s 10 Accreditation Standards

Is early learning (preschool-3rd grade) a 

part of school turnaround? 

• Colorado Senate Bill 103 (2017)

• Part of states’ ESSA plans

Are discipline statistics disproportionately 

affecting certain children?

• Tennessee House Bill 872 (2017)

• 10 states plus D.C. with legislation

https://legiscan.com/WA/text/HB1518/id/1473859/Washington-2017-HB1518-Introduced.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/10-naeyc-program-standards
https://legiscan.com/CO/text/SB103/id/1619524/Colorado-2017-SB103-Enrolled.pdf
https://legiscan.com/TN/text/HB0872/id/1503351/Tennessee-2017-HB0872-Draft.pdf
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pam.22023/abstract
http://children.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2018/02/Achivement-Gap-Closure-and-Gains-Proficiency-in-Reading-and-Math-at-3rd-grade.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2668645
https://peabody.vanderbilt.edu/research/pri/VPKthrough3rd_final_withcover.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/consensus-statement_final.pdf
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http://www.ncsl.org/meetings-training/legislative-summit-18.aspx


Matt Weyer
Matthew.weyer@ncsl.org

303-856-1424

http://www.ncsl.org/research/education

/early-learning.aspx

http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/early-learning.aspx
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http://nationalequityatlas.org/indicators/School_poverty
http://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/FINALChronicAbsenteeismReport_May16.pdf
http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_1145.pdf
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/134/1/e13.full.pdf

