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ABill for an Act entitled: "An Act revising the quality educator
| oan assi stance program requiring the superintendent of public
instruction to adm nister the quality educator |oan assistance
program anendi ng sections 20-4-501, 20-4-505, and 20-4-506, MCA

and providing an effective date."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

Section 1. Section 20-4-501, MCA, is anended to read:
"20-4-501. Quality educator |oan assistance program --
purpose. (1) There is a quality educator |oan assistance program
adm ni st ered by t he—beard—of—regents—throughthe—offt+ce—of—the

comm-sstoner—of—higher—educatton superintendent of public

i nstruction. The program nust provide for the direct repaynent of

educational loans of eligible quality educators in accordance

with policies and procedures adopted by the board—of—regents

superi ntendent of public instruction in accordance with this

part.

(2) The purpose of this programis to aid quality educator
recruitnment and retention for those schools nost inpacted by
critical quality educator shortages. The program nust be
inplemented in a manner that maxim zes recruitnent and retention

assi stance to inpacted schools.™
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{Internal References to 20-4-501: None.}

Section 2. Section 20-4-505, MCA, is anended to read:
"20-4-505. Loan repaynent assistance docunentation. (1) A

qual ity educator shall submt an application for |oan repaynent

assi stance to the board—oef—r+egents office of public instruction

in accordance with policies and procedures adopted by the beard

of—regents superintendent of public instruction. The application

must include official verification or proof of the applicant's

total unpaid accunul ated educational |oan debt and ot her

docunent ati on required by the board—of—+egents superintendent of

public instruction that is necessary for verification of the

applicant's eligibility.
(2) The board—of—+egents superintendent of public

instruction may require a quality educator who is eligible for

| oan repaynent assistance to provide docunentation that the
qual ity educat or has exhausted repaynent assistance from ot her
federal, state, or local |oan forgiveness, discharge, or
repaynment incentive prograns.

(3) A quality educator is eligible for | oan repaynment
assi stance for no nore than 3 years, with the nmaxi num annual | oan
repaynent assi stance not to exceed:

(a) $3,000 after the first conplete year of teaching in an
i npacted school ;

(b) $4,000 after the second conplete year of teaching in
t he sane i npacted school or another inpacted school within the

sane school district; and
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(c) $5,000 after the third conplete year of teaching in the
sane inpacted school or another inpacted school wthin the sane
school district.

(4) The board—of—+egents office of public instruction may

remt paynent of the |oan on behalf of the quality educator in

accordance with the requirenents of this part and policies and

procedures adopted by the beoard—ef—+egents superintendent of

public instruction."”

{Internal References to 20-4-505: None.}

Section 3. Section 20-4-506, MCA, is anended to read:
"20-4-506. Funding -- priorities. (1) If the funding for

this part in any year is less than the total anmount for which

Mont ana qual ity educators qualify, the board—of—regents

superintendent of public instruction shall provide preference in

the award of |oan repaynent assistance to quality educators
working in the specific |licensure or endorsenent areas that are
nost inpacted by quality educator shortages identified as

provi ded in 20-4-503.

(2) If the funding for this part in any year is greater
than the total amount for which Montana quality educators
qualify, the board of public education shall consider expandi ng
t he nunber of inpacted schools included in subsequent reports
pursuant to 20-4-503.

(3) This part may not be construed to require the provision
of | oan repaynent assistance w thout an express appropriation for

t hat purpose.”

3 LC QELA



Unofficial Draft Copy

As of: August 31, 2018 (10: 34am

LCQELA

{Internal References to 20-4-506: None.}

NEW SECTI ON. Section 4. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2019.

- END -
{ Nane : Laura M Sankey Keip
Title : Legi sl ative Attorney
Agency : Legi sl ative Services D vision
Phone : 406- 444- 4410
E-Mail : | sankeykei p@ . gov}
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