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Park County & Community Presentation

to Local Government Interim Committee



Park County & Community Agenda

 9:00-9:20 – Presentation – Park County, Livingston, Sheriff’s Office

 9:20-9:35 – Public Comment

 9:35-10:00 – Open Discussion – Questions & Answers

2018 Park County & Community



PRESENTERS

 County Introduction – Harold Blattie - MT Association of Counties (MACO)

 County Overview – County Commissioner Bill Berg – Tourism up, funding options 

needed for Public Safety and Infrastructure

 City of Livingston Overview – City Manager Mike Kardoes – Tourism impact, lack 

of funding options for size of city

 Public Safety – Park County Sheriff Scott Hamilton – Increase in calls for service due 

to tourism, staff impact of funding limitations for emergency response
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Relative Bed Tax Revenue Growth
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1. Local Option Tax, County Wide

o Pros

 Specifically targets tourist activity

 Monies are available to counties and 
municipalities

 Tax area, items and season may be 
tailored for the county

 Designed to provide property tax relief

 Low tourist counties are not forced to 
participate

o Cons

 Inconsistent tax schemes across county 
lines

 More complicated implementation

2.  Statewide Sales Tax

o Pros

 Consistent tax system across the state

 Designed to provide property tax relief

o Cons

 No flexibility to target tourist intensive 
areas or times 

 Low tourist counties must participate

 Additional layer of administration at the 
State level

Additional/Alternative Funding Options



3.  Statewide Luxury Tax

o Pros

 Consistent tax system across the state

 Designed to provide property tax relief

 Structured to NOT include daily 

necessities, reducing impact on local 
taxpayers.

o Cons

 No flexibility to target tourist intensive 
areas or times

 Additional layer of administration at the 
State level

 Low tourist counties must participate

4.  Alter Current Resort Tax

o Pros

 Already in place

 Could expand to include larger 
municipalities and counties

 Targets tourist activity

o Cons

 Limited flexibility

 Limited financial impact

Additional/Alternative Funding Options



Park County Sheriff's Office Calls for Service



Park County Sheriff's Office Monthly Calls for Service
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Park County Sheriff's Office Annual Calls for Service - >20% Increase
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