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xxk%x Bi|| No. ****

I ntroduced By ****%xx%xx

By Request of the ***x*x*x*xx
**For discussion purposes by the STRC at its July 2018 neeting. **
A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act establishing "Hanna's Act";
aut hori zing the departnment of justice to assist with the
i nvestigation of all mssing persons cases; requiring the

enpl oynent of a m ssing persons specialist; providing duties; and

providing an effective date."

VWHEREAS, this act is to be known as "Hanna's Act" in
remenbrance of Hanna Harris, a Lanme Deer wonan who was nurdered
in 2013 on the Northern Cheyenne Reservati on.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. Departnent of justice m ssing

persons response -- m ssing persons specialist. (1) The
departnent of justice nmay assist with the investigation of al
m ssi ng persons cases, regardless of the age of the m ssing
person, in accordance with Title 44, chapter 2, parts 4 and 5.

(2) (a) The departnent shall enploy a m ssing persons
speci alist responsible for working closely with |local, state,
federal, and tribal |aw enforcenent authorities on m ssing
persons cases. The specialist shall:

(1) provide guidance and support to | aw enforcenent

authorities and famlies in the search for m ssing persons;
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(1i) oversee entries into the database of the national crine
information center of the United States departnent of justice and
ot her databases to ensure records of m ssing persons are
accurate, conplete, and nmade in a tinely fashion;

(1i1) manage the state m ssing persons database and m ssing
persons public information website;

(tv) network with other state and international m ssing
persons prograns and the national center for m ssing and
exploited children to aid in locating children who are unlawfully
taken out of or unlawfully brought into Montana;

(v) provide public outreach and educati on on m ssing persons
i ssues and the prevention of child abducti ons;

(vi) issue alerts and advisories at the request of |aw
enforcenment authorities to activate public assistance in |ocating
an endangered m ssing person; and

(vii) facilitate training for |law enforcenent authorities
related to m ssing persons cases including resources available to
assist with m ssing persons investigations.

(b) The m ssing persons specialist shall conplete cultural

conpet ency trai ning.

NEW SECTI ON. Section 2. Appropriation. For each year of

t he bi enni um begi nning July 1, 2019, there is appropriated

$100, 000 fromthe general fund to the departnment of justice for

m Ssi ng persons response pursuant to [section 1]. The legislature
intends that the appropriation be considered as part of the

departnent's ongoi ng base budget for the 2021 | egislative
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sessi on.

NEW SECTI ON.  Section 3. {standard} Codification

instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 44, chapter 2, part 4, and the provisions

of Title 44, chapter 2, part 4, apply to [section 1].

NEW SECTI ON. Section 4. {standard} Effective date. [This

act] is effective July 1, 2019.

- END -
{ Nane : Hope E. Stockwel |
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : LEPO
Phone : 444-9280
E- Mai | : hst ockwel | @rt . gov}
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