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xxk%x Bi|| No. ****

I ntroduced By ****%xx%xx

By Request of the ***x**xxx
**For discussion purposes by the STRC at its July 2018 neeting. **
A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act revising laws related to
m ssing persons reports; requiring all |aw enforcenment

authorities to accept a report; providing exceptions; and

anendi ng sections 44-2-502, MCA and 44-2-504, MCA."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mntana:

NEW SECTI ON. Section 1. M ssing persons reports --

|l egislative intent. (1) Al |law enforcenent authorities in the
state shall accept, w thout delay, any report of a m ssing person
unl ess there are extenuating circunstances, including:

(a) the law enforcenent authority knows the |ocation of the
person reported m ssing;

(b) the law enforcenent authority confirns the safe status
of the person reported m ssing;

(c) the law enforcenent authority confirns that another |aw
enforcenment authority has or will accept a m ssing person report
for the person; or

(d) other circunstances docunented by the | aw enforcenent
authority.

(2) Al mssing person reports nust be entered into the
dat abase of the national crinme information center of the United

States departnent of justice wthin:
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(a) 2 hours of receipt for persons under 21 years of age;
and

(b) 8 hours of receipt for persons 21 years of age or ol der.

(3) If a mssing personis not |located within 30 days, the
| aw enforcenment authority that took the report shall ensure a
conpl ete and accurate record of information is conpiled for the
m ssi ng person, including a photograph if one is avail able.

(4) The legislature intends the phrase "l aw enforcenent
authority" to be interpreted broadly in this part as inclusive of
| ocal, state, tribal, and federal authorities. \Wile recognizing
that the | egislature cannot conpel conpliance fromfederal or
tribal authorities, the |legislature encourages all |aw

enforcenent authorities to work cooperatively to report and

i nvestigate cases of m ssing persons in the state.

Section 2. Section 44-2-502, MCA, is anended to read:
"44-2-502. Definitions -- legislative intent. (1) As used

inthis part, the follow ng definitions apply:

tH-(a) "Mssing child" neans any person who has been
reported as mssing to a | aw enforcenent authority and:

(i) who is under 21 years of age;

tb)y(ii) whose tenporary or permanent residence is in
Montana or is believed to be in Mntana; and

teyr(iii) whose location has not been determ ned.

t2)y(b) "Mssing child report” nmeans a report prepared on a
form desi gned by the departnment of justice for use by private

citizens and | aw enforcenent authorities to report information

2 LC doj 2



Unofficial Draft Copy
As of: June 11, 2018 (9:56am
LCdoj 2
about mssing children to the m ssing children information
program provi ded for in 44-2-5083.

(2) The legislature intends the phrase "| aw enforcenent

authority" to be interpreted broadly in this part as inclusive of

|local, state, tribal, and federal authorities. Wile recogni zi ng

that the | eqgi sl ature cannot conpel conpliance fromfederal or

tribal authorities, the | egislature encourages all | aw

enforcenent authorities to work cooperatively to report and

i nvestigate cases of missing persons in the state.

{Internal References to 44-2-502: None.}

Section 3. Section 44-2-504, MCA, is anended to read:

"44-2-504. Reports to mssing children information program

(1) Al state;—ecounty,—and—+untetpat | aw enforcenment authorities

in the state shall submt information regarding a m ssing child

to the mssing children information program provided for in

44- 2- 503 any—m-sstng—chttdreport—and—other—+tnformation—reguired
by—44-—2-—40%.

(2) Any parent, guardian, or |legal custodian may submt a
m ssing child report to the mssing children information program
on any child whose whereabouts is unknown, regardl ess of the
ci rcunst ances, subsequent to making a report to the appropriate
| aw enf orcenent aut hority wthra—the—ecounrty—+n—whiehthe—ehitd
becarre—m-sSstng.

(3) The parent, guardian, or |egal custodian responsible
for notifying the mssing children information programor a | aw

enforcenment authority of a mssing child shall imedi ately notify
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the authority and the program of any child whose | ocation has
been determ ned."

{Internal References to 44-2-504: None.}

NEW SECTI ON.  Section 4. {standard} Codification

instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 44, chapter 2, part 4, and the provisions

of Title 44, chapter 2, part 4, apply to [section 1].

- END -
{ Nane : Hope E. Stockwel |
Title : Resear ch Anal yst
Agency : LEPO
Phone : 444-9280
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