Montana Department
of Environmental Quality

May 2, 2019

RE: Notice of Scoping Meeting for Barretts Minerals, Inc amendment 006 for Operating Permit
00013 — Expansion of the existing Regal Mine

Dear Stakeholder:

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will hold a public scoping meeting to
receive comments from federal, tribal, state and local governments and interested persons and
groups regarding the amendment application 006 to Operating Permit 00013 proposed by
Barretts Minerals, Inc (Barretts). The proposed amendment would expand the existing pit and
its waste rock disposal facility. The Regal Mine is located 11 miles southeast of Dillon, Montana,
on private land accessed via Sweetwater Road. The open-pit mine has been in operation since
1972. Barretts currently mines talc ore from the Regal Mine using conventional open-pit
methods of drilling, blasting, loading, and hauling. The current mine permit encompasses 243.2
acres, with approximately 162 acres of disturbance including a 36.6-acre mine pit. Ore is hauled
to a transfer station 4.5-mile northwest of the mine and transported for processing to the
Barretts mill (southwest of Dillon).

DEQ is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) under the Montana Environmental
Policy Act (MEPA) that will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed amendment. This EIS
will also serve as the MEPA review for other potential permits that may be issued by DEQ,
including potential modifications to the air quality permit.

The first phase in preparing an EIS is to conduct “scoping” to determine the scope of the EIS.
DEQ is asking the public for comments to help identify issues that are likely to involve
significant impacts and possible aiternatives to be considered in the EiS. The scoping period will
begin Thursday, May 2, 2019 and end Monday, June 3, 2019.

DEQ is hosting an open house and public scoping meeting to provide the public with
information on the proposed project and an opportunity to submit written and/or oral
comments. The meeting will be held on Thursday, May 16 from 5-8 pm at the Beaverhead
County High School Gym, 104 N Pacific St, in Dillon. The open house portion of the meeting will
be from 5 — 6:30 pm. A presentation from DEQ regarding the EIS and permitting process will
begin at 6:30 pm, followed by the opportunity for the public to provide oral and/or written
testimony.

Barretts applied to DEQ for the amendment in March 2018 under the Metal Mine Reclamation
Act, Section 82-4-301, et seq., MCA. Pursuant to Section 82-4-337, MCA, DEQ determined that
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Barretts’ amendment application was complete and compliant and, on March 18, 2019, issued
Barretts a draft amendment approval.

The permit application is available for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520
East 6" Avenue). The application may also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website
(http://deg.mt.gov/Land/hardrock).

Scoping comments may be submitted at the public meeting, electronically
(BarrettsEIS@mt.gov), or by postal mail to the following address:

Department of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 200901
Helena, MT 59620-0901

Questions on the environmental review may also be directed to _electronically

ﬂ Comments must be submitted to DEQ no later than June

3, 2019.

Sincerely,

DEQ’s Director Office
Montana Department of Environmental Quality

phone [N S





