Weiss, Rachel

From: Clemente Arciga <clementearciga@aol.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 06, 2020 10:43 PM

To: Weiss, Rachel

Subject: [EXTERNAL] SJ 19-3

Dear Ms. Weiss

Can you please add this email to the the public comment for the September 14th meeting?

Thank you for taking interest on the SVOR. | believe that all the facts have been presented to you.
Therefore | will mostly focus on my personal experience.

There was once the thought that after you have paid your debt and completed your sentence, that
life would start all over, from scratch. But that is not the case when you are on a registry which is
made public and prevents you from moving on to a productive life, no matter how hard you try.

It was not until | completed the PreRelease program in Missoula that | started to realize that | would
be entering another phase of my punishment.

To have to register every six months and every time that | change jobs or housing, | feel like the
public gets another opportunity to cast judgement on my past; in addition, my employer

and/or landlord can take away my job or residence.

| have lost housing for being labeled as a SVO. | have lost opportunities for better employment. |
was unable to attend college in the spring because of my criminal record.

The thought of redemption seems to be something that is not part of the vocabulary of law makers,
judges and law enforcement. It seems that everyone wants justice for themselves but not for others.
| prefer grace. The opportunity to prove who | am today and who | want to become ‘tomorrow’. |
have been blessed to have come across a Bible study through the mail while | was in Shelby’s
prison. When | was transferred to MSP, | meet a group of men from the Gold Creek Christian
Fellowship. They showed me grace. They visited me while in prison, when | was at the PreRelease
Center, and now | feel honored to attend services with them. Every Sunday | drive from Missoula to
Gold Creek, about 132 miles round trip. My point is that | am seen as a person. Yes, they know my
past. | have three chaperones at the church and they love the person that | am and support the
person that | am striving to become. The registry does the opposite of redemption; it prevents a
person from moving on.

If I did not have to register as a violent offender, | could have a better opportunity at finding a better
job and a better place to live. Who wants to rent to a violent offender, especially if they know nothing
else about that person or how sincere they are about turning over a new leaf?

If only my victim and law enforcement were able to see my registry, | would have less of a difficult
time in life in general while still being accountable. | want to contribute to society, not burden it. As |
mentioned before, | want to earn a degree in the Humanities field. | am working on fixing my credit
so | can buy a piece of land and build housing for returning citizens and myself. | also would like to
have a construction business, yet the public registry makes it nearly impossible to achieve these
goals. By giving those coming out of incarceration a chance to redeem themselves, our returning
citizens can find purpose in life and become contributing members of society and help our
community to prosper.

As much as | am thankful for your hard work, we still have more work to do. | ask that you help me
to have a better opportunity to live a better life, where my past is not the primary factor for being
denied housing, a job or education. Please vote to advance SJ 19-3.



Sincerely,

Clemente Arciga
Welcome Back

2525 S. 3rd Street West
Missoula, MT 50804



Weiss, Rachel

From: Randall Knowles <knowlesmontana@juno.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 10:18 AM

To: Weiss, Rachel

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Knowles Sexual Violent Offenders

Testimony: Sexual Violent Offenders — should not be listed on a Public registry — they are well managed by their parole
officers. Parole Officers should make sure that all the fears that can be imagined by the public are avoided within the
terms of their sentencing orders. Randy Knowles

"too much of a good thing can be wonderful!" - Except for Legislation — Randall Knowles

NEWest Email — Reply to: RGKmontana@gmail.com — Randall Gene Knowles, 3017 Ninth Avenue South,
Great Falls, MT 59405-3421 voice, cell, & text 406-799-1547




From: webmaster@localhost.legmt.gov

To: Weiss, Rachel
Subject: Public Comment for LJIC
Date: Thursday, September 03, 2020 4:06:40 PM

Comments for LJIC

Date: 3rd September 2020 16:06

Your Full Name:
Andrea Morgan

Email Address:
amorgan(@blackfoot.net

Subject Line:
SJ19-2, SJ19-5, SJ19-6, SJ19-7

Your Comment:

Law and Justice Committee Members I’d like to make a public comment regarding the
following Study Bill Drafts: SJ19-2 SJ19-5 SJ19-6 SJ19-7 The violent offender registry needs
to be revised. It creates unnecessary barriers for employment and housing for returning
citizens, and causes undue stress for individuals who are attempting to reintegrate into society
and become productive citizens. As many of you know, obtaining housing in some areas of
Montana is very difficult due to lack of affordable housing and lack of rental units. Adding to
the difficult situation is the need for violent offenders to ‘check the box” on both employment
and housing applications. The violent offender information is really only necessary for law
enforcement purposes, not the general public, potential employers and landlords. I can speak
directly from experience on these issues, as my son is a violent offender and had extreme
difficulty in finding employment and housing while having to ‘check the box’ and divulge
sensitive information to employers and landlords. He of course ultimately shared this
information, but was denied repeatedly in his efforts to not only improve his independence and
meet his probation requirements. Thank you for your time, Sincerely, Andrea Morgan

Sent via leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/20191jic/meeting-info/


mailto:webmaster@localhost.legmt.gov
mailto:RWeiss@mt.gov
http://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/2019ljic/meeting-info/

Weiss, Rachel

From: Monica Sayler <smsayler@live.com>
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2020 9:21 AM
To: Weiss, Rachel

Subject: [EXTERNAL] SJ -19-3

Ms. Weiss,

Thank you for your hard work. You have always been helpful through this journey. | have appreciated your direction
beginning with emails nearly 2 years ago. And now, it is time to move forward, again. Following is my public comments
for SJ-19-3.

Thank you for the opportunity to present my plea. | am “just a citizen” of Montana. Circumstances brought me to the
November LJIC meeting. A first for me! |found the information, topics, presentations amazingly enlightening. | have
followed each session, sending emails, studying presentations, putting out comments, through this horrific COVD
pandemic. | applaud the Committee, Dept. of Corrections, Doctors, professionals and everyday citizens like myself, all
putting energy and knowledge together to find a way to make life better for Montanans. | see the work involved to
make tiny changes. | am thankful for the knowledge | have gained. Please, consider my thoughts and passion for change
to this law.

Please vote to revise the law related to the Montana Sex Offender Registry. We must move the public registration to
private. This vote is not to remove the registration but privatize it. When you are exposed publicly, your life becomes
social stigma. Your face is splattered over social media. Currently it is a game for local “vigilantes” to post pictures,
addresses, personal information of Offenders. These people are stalking homes, work places, other family members to
expose and in some cases physically attack Sex Offenders This is happening as we speak in Billings, Mt. It’s not right.

Many individuals with a sexual offense conviction struggle, after serving their time to get back into life. Transition
from prison is difficult. Parole requirements are strict and detailed. The offender is working hard, focusing on
preventing any recidivism. It is not just the offender readjusting. It's the entire family, immediate and
extended. Because of the public notification, children are stigmatized at school and in the neiborhood because their
parent’s face is plastered on the internet for everyone to see. Jobs are difficult to find due to prejudgment from
employers, or employees passing gossip and photos that are exaggerated or untrue. Due to probation/parole
restrictions, job search can be limited. Housing can become impossible. Not many want a labeled Sex Offender living
close by, in spite of the fact that time has been paid for the crime and Montana requires extensive treatment before
release to the community. Recidivism for most SO’s (upward of 97%) is rare. Parole requirements usually include
continued therapy and self help groups.

The public tends to have a one-dimensional view of sex offenders. Montana has many, many laws relating to sex
offenses, from victimless internet trolling to heinous, violent crimes of the most disturbing nature. The public generally
thinks all individuals with a sexual offense conviction are demented, child pedophiles who are unable to control their
behavior. That is not the case, proven by many documents presented to this committee. The registry gives the basic
personal information, crime, tier level, date of sentencing What it fails to show is that time has been served, treatment
successfully completed, positive changes, readjustment to living a successful, new productive life. Our American society
is based on forgiving people and opening avenues for new opportunities and a second chance. But, not with the current
“public” sex offender registry. The shame and crime are lifelong. It should be private.



Yes, it is a sensitive subject: Sex Offenders! Yes, it is painful and scary. Yes, victims suffer. Yes, very
complicated. Circumstances differ in each case. But, life is for learning and living. Our stigmas must be changed. Allow
these people to live the changes they have made in their lives.

Thank you for voting for change. Remember, these are not just faces on a Sex Registry. They are real people. People
with a life, family and hope of a new future.

Sincencerly,
Monica Sayler

smsayler@live.com
406-850-2087

Sent from Mail [go.microsoft.com] for Windows 10




	arciga-sj19-comment-sept-2020
	knowles-sj19-comment-sept-2020
	morgan-sj19-comment-sept-2020
	sayler-sj19-comment-sept-2020

