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LEADERSHIP INTRODUCTIONS
•  Adam Schafer – Deputy Director   

•  Jennifer Pelej – Brand MT Division

•  Liane Taylor – Business MT

•  Cheryl Cohen – Housing MT Division 

•  Renee Lemon – Community MT Division 

•  Dan Villa – Board of Investments 

•  Elijah Allen – Heritage Preservation & Development Commission 

•  Gary Koepplin – Board of Horse Racing 

•  Adam Gill – Facility Finance Authority 

•  Frederick Van Den Abbeel – Business Attraction Manager 

•  Amy Barnes – Acting Chief Legal Counsel

•  Craig Woods – Budget Manager



WHAT WE DO

The Montana Department of Commerce 

administers a diverse set of programs that 

help Montana build and grow a sustainable 

economy to benefit its communities and 

citizens.



HOW WE DO IT

• Transparency and Accountability at All Levels

• Focus on Efficiency and Return on Taxpayer 

Investment

• Constant Innovation

• Attention to Customer/Client Service
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BUSINESS ATTRACTION

A Big Sky Trust Fund 

appropriation of $500,000 per 

year supports our business 

recruitment activities.



BUSINESS MT:  EXPORT MONTANA

We disbursed grant funds 

to 124 companies, 

resulting in projected sales 

of $47.3M, an ROI of 

$78.1M, and the support of 

96 jobs.



BUSINESS MT:  COMMERCE LOAN PROGRAMS

•  Wood Products RLF Program

•  SSBCI (State Small Business Credit Initiative) 

•  Certified Regional Development Corporations 



BUSINESS MT

SBDC provided one-to-one 

counseling for 1,958 business 

owners and entrepreneurs, and 

trained an additional 3,188.



BUSINESS MT

•  Big Sky Economic Development Trust Fund

•  Primary Sector Workforce Training Grant

•  ARPA Workforce Training Grant Program

•  SBIR/STTR Matching Funds Program 



BUSINESS MT:  INDIAN COUNTRY 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

•  Indian Equity Fund

•  Native American Collateral Support Program

•  Native American Made in Montana

•  State Tribal Economic Development Commission

•  Tribal Business Planning Grants 

•  Tribal Tourism



MONTANA EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE
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6723, 57%
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32, 0%
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11,584 Complete Apps Submitted                        
Including 2,225 Cont. Assistance Apps

April 5, 2021 to Jan 27, 2022

Apps Under Review
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4% / PRIVATE ACTIVITY BONDS

$33,584,712

$6,000,000

$112,015,000

$135,388,504

2018 2019 2020 2021

Private Activity Bonds / 4% Credit 
Allocation

Allocation in Millions

The 4% / Private Activity Bonds allocation includes allocation of prior year carryforward balance.  
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COMMUNITY MT

Community MT 

offers technical 

assistance to help 

communities identify 

high priority projects 

that will increase 

jobs and strengthen 

the local tax base, 

like the Roundup 

Welcome Plaza 

project.  



BRAND MT:  TOURISM

The Annual Tourism 

Grant award cycle 

distributed $1 

million in grant 

funding to 

strengthen local 

economies in 21 

communities.



BRAND MT:  MARKETING

Nearly $44,000 

was spent in paid 

media, delivering 

almost 2.3 million 

promotional 

impressions to 

date. 



BRAND MT:  

Images credit:  Paramount Network



LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

•  HB 660: $200,000 to the Made In Montana program to 

promote Montana ag products

•  HB 648: $25,000 for a coal ash markets 

study



MONTANA FACILITY FINANCE AUTHORITY

MFFA’s Commercial Property Assessed Capital 

Enhancement Program (C-PACE) is a new financing 

tool that lets property owners secure up to 100%   

up-front financing for energy efficiency, water 

conservation, and renewable energy upgrades to 

their commercial buildings.



• The MHC maintains 276 buildings and preserves/repairs more 
than 1.3 million Americana artifacts.

• More than 1 million tourists visit Virginia City and Nevada City 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day annually, making it the #1 state-
owned tourist destination.* 

• MHC’s economic footprint is $74.4 million and contributes to 1,226 
jobs. 

MONTANA HERITAGE COMMISSION 



THANK YOU.

Director Scott Osterman

Scott.Osterman@mt.gov

(406) 841-2700

mailto:Scott.Osterman@mt.gov

