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1. What is the purpose of the proposed legislation? 
To collect vending machine commissions from vending machines located on 
federal and state property (excluding vocational institutions or higher education) 
unless the Business Enterprise Program (BEP) for the Blind has entered into a 
contract with the organization operating the vending machines on these 
properties. These commissions shall be deposited into the Vending Machine 
Trust Fund, identified as "Unassigned Vending Machine Income," and used to 
support BEP expenses. 
 

2. What is the background? 
A commercial vending company operating vending machines on federal or state 
property where there is no BEP vending contract shall enter into an agreement 
with the Department and pay commissions from these vending machines to the 
BEP under the authority of the Randolph-Sheppard Act. 
 
The BEP was previously operated through a contract but was recently moved in-
house and is now operated by the Disability Employment and Transitions Division 
(DETD). The commissions were collected and distributed through the contract for 
many years prior to moving the program in-house. There is no mechanism to 
collect and distribute the commissions through a state special revenue account. 
The requested amendment is necessary to create the revenue account.   
 

3. Please list the MCA (Montana Code Annotated) sections that would need to be 
amended. 
18-5-4, MCA. 
17-7-502, MCA. 
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4. Please list anticipated fiscal impact by fund type. (Dollar amounts, funding 
source, and FTE if known) 
Special Revenue 
 

5. Please list anticipated controversy or impact on other state agencies or special 
interest groups. 
NA 
 

6. Has similar legislation been requested in the past, been introduced in another 
state, or provided as a model act? If so, please provide a citation, reference, or 
point of contact.   
Texas 355.010 - Vending facilities operated by blind persons: competing vending 
machines. 
 
Oregon-ORS 346.567 - Collection of the percentage of net proceeds of operations 
of vending facilities. 
 
Alaska-Alaska Stat 23.15.130 - Vocational Rehabilitation small business 
enterprise revolving fund. 
 

 

 

 

 


