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1. What is the purpose of the proposed legislation?
To create a program for individuals adjusting to blindness and vision loss who
are not seeking employment. This program will focus on independent living skills
necessary to adjust to blindness and vision loss. The program is critical to train
orientation and mobility skills (white cane and public transit), provide vision
rehabilitation therapy in an individual's home, and provide and train on the use of
assistive technology. This will allow individuals transitioning to blindness and
vision loss to maximize independence in their homes and in their communities.

2. What is the background?
Montana currently services individuals transitioning to blindness and low vision
through the Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) program and the Older Individuals
Who Are Blind program. Eligibility requirements for the VR program require the
individual to need these services to maintain, retain, or advance in employment.
Eligibility for the Older Individuals Who Are Blind program requires an individual
to be age 55 or older. Prior to the passage of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act in 2014, these services were allowable to individuals not seeking
employment in the community as an allowable employment goal associated with
"homemakers.” That is no longer allowable under federal law, as it is not
considered Competitive Integrated Employment. This has created a gap for
individuals managing the onset of blindness and low vision who are not able to
focus on employment and who are under age 55. Currently, no funded program
allows blind services to be provided to individuals under age 55 who are not
engaged in or seeking employment. This need has been identified by citizens,
advocacy groups, and staff.
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. If possible, please list the MCA (Montana Code Annotated) sections that would
need to be amended.
NA

. Please list anticipated fiscal impact by fund type. (Dollar amounts, funding
source, and FTE if known)
$§75,000 General fund.

1 FTE to be cost allocated with other blind services programming

. Please list anticipated controversy or impact on other state agencies or special
interest groups.
NA

. Has similar legislation been requested in the past, been introduced in another
state, or provided as a model act? If so, please provide a citation, reference, or
point of contact.

NA
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