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0901-04-012 Eliminate Board of Public Assistance
*** Bill No. ***

Introduced By *****x*xx*x%

By Request of the (Agency or Department)

A Bill for an Act entitled: “An Act Eliminating the Board
of Public Assistance; Revising the Procedures for Appeals
related to Public Assistance; ; repealing section 2-15-

2203, MCA; providing effective dates.”

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 53-2-606, MCA, i1s amended to read:
"53-2-606. Right of appeal. (1) If an application for
assistance for food stamps, cash assistance or nonfinancial

assistance, as defined in 53-2-902, or medicaid is not
acted upon promptly or if a decision is made by which the
applicant or recipient is aggrieved, the applicant or

recipient may appeal to the beardef publie

assistaneedepartment for a fair hearing by addressing a

request for a hearing to the department. The beoard—ef

pubtie—assistaneedepartment shall, upon receipt of a

request for a hearing, give the applicant or recipient

prompt notice and opportunity for a fair hearing.
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(2) The department may upon its own motion review any
decision of a local office of public assistance and may
consider any application upon which a decision has not been
made within a reasonable time from the filing of the
decision. The department may have an additional eligibility
determination made and shall determine whether and in what
amount assistance is to be granted under the provisions of
this title.

(3) If the department reviews a decision on its own

motion, applicants or recipients affected by the decisions

of the department must upon request be given reasonable

notice and an opportunity for a fair hearingby—the board

£
-

{Internal References to 53-2-606:
53-6-133}

NEW SECTION. Section 2. {standard} Repealer. The

following section of the Montana Code Annotated is
repealed: 2-15-2203. Board of public assistance -
allocation = quasi-judicial.

{ Internal References to 2-15-2203: None}

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Transition. The board of

public assistance shall remain intact until all appeals

that were filed with the board on or before [the effective
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date provided in section (5) (1)] are resolved by the board.

If a vacancy occurs on the board before that time, the

vacancy must be filled as provided in 2-15-2203.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Saving clause. [This act] does

not affect rights and duties that matured, penalties that
were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the

effective date of this act].

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective dates. (1) Except

as provided in subsection (2), [this act] is effective on
passage and approval.

(2) [Section 2] is effective October 1, 2025.

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Applicability. [Section 1]

applies to appeals filed on or after [the effective date of
this act].

-END-
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