DEPARTMENT OF
vy PUBLIC HEALTH & CHARLIE BRERETON
< HUMAN SERVICES DIRECTOR

GREG GIANFORTE
GOVERNOR

2025 Proposed Legislation Concepts

Title: 6901-07-014, Elimination of Tobacco Prevention Advisory Board (TPAB)
Agency Name: DPHHS

Agency Contact/Phone: Stacy Campbell / 406-444-3385 / stcampbell@mt.gov
Date: 8/12/2024

1. What is the purpose of the proposed legislation?
To eliminate the statutory requirement to maintain a Tobacco Prevention
Advisory Board that is defunct.

2. What is the background?
The requirement to create and maintain a Tobacco Prevention Advisory Board
(Board) was established in the early 2000s when the Tobacco Settlement
Account was created, and the Montana Tobacco Use Prevention Program
(MTUPP) was in its infancy. At that time, state tobacco prevention and control
programs were just getting started throughout the nation and little program
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) existed. The
Board helped by providing tobacco policy-related guidance to DPHHS, particularly
as Montana’s Clean Indoor Air Act was passed and implemented statewide in
2005 and 2009.

CDC now maintains a robust framework for tobacco prevention and control
programs and MTUPP uses such framework to guide program activities and
spending, similar to other public health programs in the Public Health and Safety
Division. The Board has not been operational for the past five years due to
operational changes within the Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion
Bureau and as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Previously, it had been difficult
to maintain active Board participation because it began to lack purpose and was
redundant to other high-functioning, operational groups comprised of Montana-
based members (i.e., the Tobacco Interagency Committee and the Alliance for a
Healthy Montana).

From the Department’s perspective, the Board is unnecessary and no longer
required. It served its purpose for many years and should now be permanently
retired.
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3. If possible, please list the MCA (Montana Code Annotated) sections that would
need to be amended.
Amend 17-6-606, MCA; and repeal 17-6-610, MCA.

4. Please list anticipated fiscal impact by fund type. (Dollar amounts, funding
source, and FTE if known)
Elimination of the Board will save a small amount of administrative and travel
funding.

5. Please list anticipated controversy or impact on other state agencies or special
interest groups.
MTUPP advocacy partners have expressed concern that eliminating the Board
could reduce public involvement in and transparency related to tobacco
prevention and control expenditures. For

years, DPHHS has used other avenues to ensure public involvement in the use of
funds and will continue to solicit feedback and recommendations from all
community partners.

6. Has similar legislation been requested in the past, been introduced in another
state, or provided as a model act? If so, please provide a citation, reference, or
point of contact.

No similar legislation has been introduced in Montana. The Department is
unaware of similar legislation being advanced in other states.

PAGE 2



