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1. What is the purpose of the proposed legislation?
This legislation would revise automatic external defibrillator (AED) program laws;
revise AED use requirements; eliminate regulatory oversight by the Department of
Public Health and Human Services (Department); amend sections 50-6-501, 50-6-
502, and 50-6-505, MCA; and repeal sections 50-6-503 and 50-6-504, MCA.

2. What is the background?
These statutes were enacted in 1999 when AED technology was new, and
implications for public use were not well known. However, the public benefit of
AEDs is now widely acknowledged, and technology has evolved to reduce the
training requirements. Additionally, the software packages used by public safety
answering points (PSAP) allow for text-based information sharing on the need for
an AED and the location of an AED. These changes negate the need for
burdensome regulatory oversight. Revising statutes to remove unnecessary
regulations and clarify safety and liability requirements will ensure public safety
and reduce regulatory burden.

3. If possible, please list the MCA (Montana Code Annotated) sections that would
need to be amended.
Amends sections 50-6-501, 50-6-502, and 50-6-505, MCA; and repealing sections
50-6-503 and 50-6-504, MCA.

4. Please list anticipated fiscal impact by fund type.
This proposed legislation will save approximately 30 hours of staff time per year,
paid through the Federal Block Grant—$1,330.00 salary and benefits.
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6. Please list anticipated controversy or impact on other state agencies or special
interest groups.
DPHHS shared the proposed legislation with the American Heart Association, the
Montana Chapter of the Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials,
and the Montana Medical Association. These organizations support the
legislation, which is not controversial and will reduce the regulatory burden on
users and DPHHS.

7. Has similar legislation been requested in the past, been introduced in another
state, or provided as a model act? If so, please provide a citation, reference, or
point of contact.

N/A
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