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1. What is the purpose of the proposed legislation? 
To amend, remove, and add updated terminology and requirements to laws 
affecting the licensure of healthcare facilities, private alternative adolescent 
residential or outdoor programs (PAARPs), and abortion clinics. 
 

2. What is the background? 
50-5-101, MCA requires an amendment to: 

• Correct terminology in (4). 
• Remove the "chemical dependency facilities" definition from the original 

(9). These facility types are now referred to as "substance use disorder 
facilities," which has been added to the definition in the new (52). 

• Update the federal reference in renumbered (13). 
• Update terminology referencing health care facilities definition in 

renumbered (19). 
• Please update the definitions of "hospital" (19) and "specialty hospital" 

(50) to exclude rural emergency hospitals. 
• Remove "medical assistance facility" from the original number (32), as this 

is no longer a type of licensed facility. 

50-5-201, MCA requires an update to allow providers to destroy a license when it 
has been terminated rather than mail the license back to the Department.  

50-5-203, MCA amendments clarify that when applications are submitted, the 
Administrator must be listed and that they must clarify requirements for 
attestation. Applications for healthcare facilities have recently moved to an 
electronic form, which requires submission, so the language in reference is 
updated from "made" to “submission.”  Records of current administrators of 
healthcare facilities are maintained by the licensure bureau. The Administrator is 
the primary contact person for the bureau, so it is necessary to have them listed 
on an application. The attestation requirement has been updated to include the 
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requirements for all healthcare facilities and removes the portion that was 
specific to hospitals. Hospitals fall under the definition of a healthcare facility 
and, therefore, are still included in this reference.   

50-5-204, MCA clarifies that renewal inspections will occur prior to the expiration 
of a facility license and removes the home health agency-specific requirement to 
follow the code of federal regulation. This requirement is in ARM and is 
redundant here.  

50-20-901, MCA, needs to be amended to exclude rural emergency hospitals 
from the definition of abortion clinics. This is necessary to ensure the continued 
exclusion of rural emergency hospitals from such a definition, given the proposed 
change to the definition of "hospital" in 50-5-101 to exclude "rural emergency 
hospital." 

3. If possible, please list the MCA (Montana Code Annotated) sections that would 
need to be amended. 
50-5-101(4), (9), (13), (19), (32) and (52), MCA. 
50-5-201(3), MCA. 
50-5-203(1), (2)(c), and (3), MCA. 
50-5-204(2), (4), and (5), MCA. 
50-20-901(1), MCA. 
 

4. Please list anticipated fiscal impact by fund type. (Dollar amounts, funding 
source, and FTE if known) 
N/A 
 

5. Please list anticipated controversy or impact on other state agencies or special 
interest groups. 
N/A 
 

6. Has similar legislation been requested in the past, been introduced in another 
state, or provided as a model act? If so, please provide a citation, reference, or 
point of contact.   
No 

 

 

 


