afterschool

WORKS!

IN MONTANA

Afterschool and summer learning programs prepare young people for the jobs of
tomorrow and help working parents keep their jobs. Investing in these programs will

help build Montana'’s future workforce and ensure that our businesses can succeed g g
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Families across America report that the gap Over a third (36%) of Montana businesses g
between work and school schedules can be have turned down growth opportunities % .
up to 25 hours per week. Parental concerns due to workforce challenges. Afterschool = z
about afterschool care result in missed work programs support our future workforce by n_;
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U.S. business up to $300 billion annually. careers, especially in the STEM fields—science, g%
technology, engineering and math—which are gé o
Montana parents value and rely on afterschool: projected to grow two times faster than other 5% §
B 82% say afterschool programs help jobs from 2021 to 2031. g
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give working parents peace of mind about
their kids while they are at work

® 87% say afterschool programs provide
kids opportunities to learn life skills, like
communications and teamwork Afterschool and summer learning

programs provide scaled

= 76% say afterschool programs can opportunities for students o gain
foundational skills that employers

help kids gain STEM-related interests desire in their future hires.
and skills

Helping youth explore

STEM careers

A study of afterschool STEM programs found 80%
that 80% of participating students made

positive gains in science career knowledge.



https://www.catalyst.org/research/after-school-worries-tough-on-parents-bad-for-business
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/Montana/healthy-futures
https://issuu.com/edgemarketing/docs/montanachamber_envisionhalftimereport_web_final1
https://blog.dol.gov/2022/11/04/stem-day-explore-growing-careers
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/Montana/healthy-futures
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e45463_e14ee6fac98d405e950c66fe28de9bf8.pdf
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Afterschool is a smart investment
in Montana's workforce and
future generations.

Today's students are our future leaders, and we need to

ensure they have the skills required to tackle the problems

of tomorrow. Investing in afterschool programs not only
provides critical support for our parents and businesses,
it will help prepare our kids for future jobs and connect
them with opportunities that will encourage them to stay
in Montana and build a prosperous economy for all of us.

Every $1 invested in afterschool
programs saves at least $3 by:
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0 Increasing kids’ earning potential

a Improving kids’ performance at school

e Reducing crime and juvenile delinquency

83% Montana parents overwhelmingly support
public funding for afterschool, and support is high
across the political spectrum.

96% 84% 84%

Democrats Independents Republicans

Get Connected Today
Rachel Wanderscheid, Director
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rachel@mtafterschoolalliance.org

mtafterschoolalliance.org

Montana families are missing out

21 Century Community Learning Centers (21 CCLC)
are the only federally funded before-school, afterschool,
and summer learning programs in Montana. Demand
for afterschool programming in Montana is so great that
more than half of the applications for the most recent
21tCCLC grant competition were not funded. There is
currently no state funding for afterschool in Montana.

In fact, our state has never had enough programs for all
the families who need and want them. For every child
enrolled in afterschool in Montana, 4 more are waiting
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That’s more than 68,000 kids who are missing out on
critical learning opportunities.

As Montana moves forward in developing strategies to
support the workforce now and to develop the workforce
of the future, let's make afterschool part of the solution!

4055 Valley Commons Dr. Facebook: @mtafterschool
UnitG Instagram: @mtafterschool
Bozeman, MT 59718 X/Twitter: @MTAfterschool


https://www.txpost.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Workforce_TXPOST.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/Montana/healthy-futures
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/Montana/healthy-futures
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/Montana/healthy-futures
http://rachel@mtafterschoolalliance.org
http://mtafterschoolalliance.org
https://www.facebook.com/mtafterschool
https://www.instagram.com/mtafterschool/
https://twitter.com/MTAfterschool

