
 

 

 

 

Four Day School Week  

Background: 

In 2005, Senate Bill 170 permited more flexibility in school schedules by changing from a 180-day school year to 1080 
hours (20-1-301 MCA School fiscal year).  In the 2006-2007 school year there were 10 schools, doubling to 22 schools in 
2008-2009 school year, and reaching 105 schools in 2012-2013 school year.    

List of Four Day School Weeks on the OPI Webpage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 82.1% of the Montana coun�es have at least one school that operates with a 4-Day School Week. 
• 29.3% of school districts in Montana have a Four Day School Week.  
• 31.5% of schools in Montana have a Four-Day School Week. 

o 27.8% of elementary schools in Montana have a 4-day school week schedule. 
o 34.1% of middle schools in Montana have a 4-day school week schedule. 
o 37.6% of high schools in Montana have a 4-day school week schedule. 
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Year # of Coun�es # of Districts Total # of 
Schools 

Elementary 7-8 or 6-8            High 
Schools 

2016-2017 37 62 135 70 33 31 
2017-2018 37 62 128 62 34 32 
2018-2019 37 69 139 66 38 35 
2019-2020 39 73 149 71 40 38 
2020-2021 41 81 170 83 46 41 
2021-2022 41 85 175 83 48 44 
2022-2023 44 107 222 107 59 56 
2023-2024 46 117 260 121 74 65 
Montana 56 400 826 436 217 173 
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https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Assessment-Accountability/School-Accreditation/Chapter-55#848819170-four-day-school-week-listings


Data compared between 4-Day and 5-Day School Week models in the last 3 years: 

Sa�sfactory Atendance: 

The results indicate that there is a significant difference for sa�sfactory atendance for a 4-day school week compared 
to the 5-day school week.  (2022 and 2023 Sta�s�cally Different (p< 0.01)) 

 

Sa�sfactory atendance (defined as missing 5 percent or less of the school year) is included in elementary school, middle 
school, and high school. This data represents the percentage of students who atended 95% of the �me.   

 

Chronic Absenteeism: 

 

Chronic absenteeism rates show the percentage of students in each school or district that miss 10% or more of school 
days. In Montana, this would be 18 or more days over a 180-day school year. The concern is that when students start 
missing this much school, their engagement and achievement suffer, and they are much more likely to drop out. 
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Academic Proficiency: 
• The results indicate that there no significant difference in the proficiency rates (proficient or advanced) on 

statewide assessments between 4-day and 5-day school structures across ELA, Math, and Science. 
 

English Language Arts (ELA): 

 

Mathema�cs:  
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Science: 

 

 

High School Gradua�on Rates: 

 

34.52

36.66

33.47

35.97

31.00

32.00

33.00

34.00

35.00

36.00

37.00

5 Day 4 Day 5 Day 4 Day

2022 2023

Montana Science Assessment

90.18%

84.59%

89.04%

84.74%

81.13%

85.57%

76.00%

78.00%

80.00%

82.00%

84.00%

86.00%

88.00%

90.00%

92.00%

4 Day 5 Day 4 Day 5 Day 4 Day 5 Day

2021 2022 2023

Cohort Graduation Rate



 

 

Drop-out rate: 
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Four Day School Week and A�erschool Programs Informa�on: 

1. A�erschool programs on Fridays have limited hours. 

2. Due to later school release �mes, a�erschool programs must operate with shorter hours during the week. 

3. Recrui�ng staff for programs can be challenging as longer school days lead to a shortage of personnel available 
to operate the program on Fridays.   

 

Research Underway: 

• OPI has contracted with the University of Montana, Phylis J. Washington School of Educa�on to conduct research 
on the 4-day school week.  

• A research paper will be provided from UM to the OPI in September 2024. 
• Areas under considera�on include: 

o Cost effec�veness on instruc�onal and non-instruc�onal costs (opera�ons, transporta�on, and food 
service) 

o Impact on academic achievement by grade-level and sub-group 
o Educa�onal engagement 
o Atendance 
o Student behavior 
o Teacher recruitment and reten�on 
o Impact on child and family health (food security) and well-being. 
o Structure of daily schedules and yearly calendars 
o Impact on Professional Development and Teacher Planning 


